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ENERGY ECONOMICS COLOMBIA 


BRIEFS 


OIL OUTPUT INCREASE--According to the Colombian Petroleum Enterprise, ECOPETROL, 
Colombia's daily production of oil rose to 148,017 barrels a day in May, for 

a 1.3-percent increase over production in April. The increase is in line 

with ECOPETROL's plans to reach a daily production of 155,000 barrels of 


crude by December. [Summary] [Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 11 Jun 83 p lla 
PA] 3 


CSO: 3348/475 








ENERGY ECONOMICS ECUADOR 


BRIEFS 


DIESEL IMPORTS--The Ecuadorean State Petroleum Corporation will import 110,000 
barrels of diesel oil for domestic conscumption. The fuel will be bought from 
Mexico’s PEMEX at a price of $32.64 per barrel. The Natural Resources and 
Energy Ministry has authorized this negottation. [Text] [PA101419 Quito Cadena 
Ecuador Radio in Spanish 2300 GMT 8 Jun 83] 


CSO: 3348/483 




















ENERGY ECONOMICS JAMAICA 


SEAGA ON FUTURE OF MEXICO-VENEZUELA OIL PLAN 
FL181103 Bridgetown CANA in English 2342 GMT 17 Jun 83 


[Text] Kingston, Jamaica, 17 Jun, CANA--Jamaica said today it will seek clari- 
fication shortly on the future of the Mexico-Venezuela oil facility, under 
which this country and others in Central Ameirca and the Caribbean receive 
crude on concessionary terms. 


Prime Minister Edward Seaga told reporters in Kingston he had taken the deci- 
sion in light of the mixed reports on what will happen to the U.S. 700 million 
dollar a year agreement after the present arrangement expires at the end of 
August, and Jamaica's need to plan. 


Under the oil accord Venezuela and Mexico have been providing the countries 
of the region with their oil with a 30 per cent rebate which was channelled 
into loans, which could be stretched to 20 years at softer terms if the funds 
were invested in energy projects. 


The programme provided a relief for currency-starved regional countries, but 
with falling incomes from oil and their own grave economic difficulties ques- 
tions have been raised about whether Mexico and Venezuela will be able to main- 
tain the facility either in the same quantum or on the same terms. 


Jamaica last year paid out U.S.452.6 million dollars for oil, of which 


U.S. [number indistinct] million dollars was the bauxite/alumina sector for 
which the Central Bank did not have to find the foreign exchange. 


CSO: 3298/1277 











ENERGY ECONOMICS TRINIDAD & TOBAGO 


STUDY EXCHANGE WITH VENEZUELA ON OIL 
FL211823 Bridgetown CANA in English 1407 GMT 21 Jun 83 


[Text] Caracas, 21 Jun, CANA-REUTER--Venezuela and Trinidad and Tobago have 
agreed to study a possible exchange of oil products as part of future energy 
cooperation between the two countries. government officials said here. 


The exchange of oil products was one result of talks here last week between 
Trinidadian Energy Minister Patrick Manning and his Venezuelan counterpart, 
Humberto Calderon Berti. 


A joint statement issued after the visit said talks had been positive and 
would lead to further consultations between the two countries, according to 
the officials. 


Among topics discussed were the concessionary o11 supply schemes offered by 
both countries to the Caribbean, and ways of rationalizing these supplies. 


The officials said that through the exchange of Venezuela products such as fuel 
oil and naphtha for Trinidadian products, the island oil producer would be 
better able to supply its Caribbean clients. 


Venezuela and Mexico are presently reviewing the terms of their 160,000 bar- 
rels per day oil (BPD) supply agreement to the Caribbean due to be renewed on 
August 1. Mexican oil Minister Francisco Labastidas is due here shortly to 
put the final touches to the agreement, which is expected to contain less 
favourable terms than up till now. 


The officials said that at no stage was it proposed that Trinidad take over 
some of the market presently supplied by Venezuela and Mexico, two of Trini- 
dad's clients--Jamaica and Barbados--are also supplied under this agreement. 


The Trinidadian scheme, set up in December 1979 for a three-year period and 
worth 208 million dollars, originally offered financing for 100 per cent of 
the incremental costs of oil products using January that year as a base. The 
Venezuela plan finances 30 per cent of the market price through five-year 
credits at four per cent interest. 


Cso: 3298/1278 

















OLNTHY 


[Text ] 





CRCTION 


DELAYS IN TRINIDAD IMPORT LICENSES STILL PLAGUE. BARBADOS 


Explanation from Port-of-Spain 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 21 May 83 p 1 


Barbados last night told its exporters to expeet 
some delays in Trinidad and T ’s approval of 
import licences for goods sold to that fe Carib- 
bean Community (CARICOM) state. 

A spokesman for the Ministry of Trade and 
Industry said the Ministry was given an assurance by 


the Trinidad and Tobago authorities that licences for | 


the importation of goods from Barbados and other 
CARICOM member states are issued. 

But Trinidad explained that to the ac- 
cumulation ef licences at the relevant government 
department in Port-of-Spain, there is likely to be 
some delay in the processing of licences. 

The Trade Ministry spokesman’s comments were 
seen as assurance to exporters here and who this 
week complained they were awaiting licences to get 
goods into Port-of-Spain, this country’s main regional 
trading partner. a 

They said an estimated Bds$1.3 million worth of 
Barbadian goods were tied up at the Trinidad docks, 
while another $7 million were in local warehouses 
awaiting shipment. 

The Trade Ministy official said government would 
continue to monitor the situation to ‘ensure that the 
interest of Barbadian manufacturers is being 

Trinidad and Tobago imposed the licensing system 
in March in retaliation for Jamaica's introduction of 
a dual currency exchange system that gave 
producers there a price advantage over their other 
CARICOM counterparts. 

The impasse was however resolved at a May 7 
ministerial meeting in Barbados, when CARICOM 
member states agreed to automatic approval of 
licences — that is within a week of application. 
(CANA). 


INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 

















Barbados Manufacturers’ Reaction 
hridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 26 May 83 p l 


{Text ] 


President of the Barbados 
Manufacturers Association 
(BMA), Mr.Henry Vieira, has 
urged local manufacturers not 
o despair and assured them 
that efforts were being made at 


difficulties were cleared only 
recently when some heads of 
Government and Caricom of- 
ficials met in Barbados to 
thrash out their problems and 
suggest solutions. , 





private and public levels to 
restore trade with Jamaica and 
Trinidad and Tobago. 

Mr. Vieira and outgoing 
Assistant Director of the Export 
Promotion Corporation (EPC), 
Vanburn Gaskin, yesterday 
called in the press to report on 
their recent trip to Jamaica 
which the BMA chief described 
as ‘‘renewing old contacts, 
opening others and making sure 
that the action arrived at as a 
result of the Barbados-held mini 
summit had been taken in 
Jamaica.” 

Over the last four months 
trade between Barbados and 
Jamaica and between Barbados 
and Trinidad and Tobago had 
reached near standstill because 
ol a two-tier currency sysiem 
et by Jamaica and a 
icensing system imposed b 
Trinidad and Tobago. ' 

The difficulties had forced 
manufacturers in Barbados to 
close their doors sending home 
hundreds of workers and caused 
a loss of export earnings. The 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 28 May 83 p l 


[Text ] 


Mr. Vieira said yesterday it 
was still early to say that all the 
problems had been cleared up 
especially in the case of 
Trinidad because a licensing 
system was never operated in 
that country before and the 
public officers there were now 
grappling with the issuing and 
contro) of licences. 

However. he noted that 


Jamaica had shown s} of 
returning to normal and the 
recent mission, which included 
some 18 manufacturers, had 
been able to land orders or were 
now awaiting licences. 

The BMA chief also said he 
could not put a dollar figure on 
quantum of sales from Jamaica 
because all the manufacturers 
who made the trip had not yet 
reported to the BMA. 

e added that the upcoming 
trip to Jamaica was not really a 
follow-up trade mission to that 
undertaken between May 15 and 
19, but would in fact represent 
local manufacturing concern 
about getting back the Jamaica 


Continuing Snags 





trade they had before the 
problems earlier this year. 

According to Mr. Vieira. 
preliminary figures have in- 
dicated that Barbados had lost 
some BDS$2 million while about 
$BDS7 million had been in- 
curred with Trimdad as a result 
of the im ; 

The BMA president pointed 
out that in an effort to clear up 
the backlog and to make out a 
strong case for Barbados 
manufacturers, he had asked 
that the Association be supplied 
with certain information on 
their trade with either Jamaica 
or Trinidad and Tobago. 


As a result the BMA had 
circulated a form which 
requested that local 
manufacturers supply the name 
and address of exporters: the 
name and address of the con- 
signee. the date application for 
licences were lodged: 
description of goods: the value 
of licences applied for: details 
of the shipments, i.e. 
method of shipment etc. and 
any other relevant information 
which could assist the BMA in 
speeding up the issurance of 
licences from the two countries 








In order to deal with these difficulties, the BMA is 
moving to monitor the situation on a continuous basis, 
and, according to the Release, seeks the fullest 
support of its members in reporting their individual 
situations on an on-going basis. 














CSO: 


3298/664 


According to the BMA, the information required is 
as follows: Name, address and telephone number of 
exporter, agent—distributor or consignee; date 
application was | ; description of goods; value 
o1 licence applied for; status of shipment e.g: are 
goods on docks in Trinidad, warehouse in Barbados 
etc: value of orders in hand awaiting licence. 


Each manufacturer is asked to report this in- 
formation immediately to the BMA’s Secretariat, as 
well as any change in the information reported on an 
on-going basis. ’ 


The BMA, said the release, will collate this, and 
present it to the relevant authorities at the end of 
each week, so as to keep them fully informed, thereby 
allowing them to take appropriate action on hehalf of 
the manufacturers. 








INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CRCTION 
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OUTGOING CHAIRMAN BIRD ADDRESSES CECS SUMMIT MEETING 


Slap at Industrialized Nations 


Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE in English 29 May 83 p 3 


[Article by Peter Richards] 


[Text ] 


Ri ai: Li ike 3%} la 8 il! in al 
rf Hi thf tf i istit 2H il ‘ 
- af iy |e mat HH all i 


as 


a a LaLa ann i Hite 


i BN 


Gel iene en 
Ie ve val a ii 
zelaeedt ball] TA aH i Witt’ 








Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 28 May 83 p 3 


[Text ] 


ROSEAU Dominica 
Friday (CANA) — Out- 
Chairman 


of the 
isation of Eastern 
Caribbean States 


(OECS), Lester Bird, 
today called for greater 
unity in the sub-regional 
rouping and urged 
estern _ industrialised 
countries to be more 


sympathetic to the needs 

of the region. 
Addressing’ today’s 

official of the 


opening 
meeting of the heads of 
government from the 
seven member OECS, 
pA Bird, “4 Se also 
— 's 
> fee Minister, 
sit tl that the organisation 
established a year anda 
half ago ‘has the 


potential for leading the 
way in regional co- 


But he said past ex- 
periences showed that 


more quickly than it was 
built. 


‘Thus far its 
has becn the ability of its 
member states to 


withstand pressures 
outside to influence the 
operations of _ the 


But he warned “the 
dangers to the OECS are 
not at ali external. Many 
lie within. They lie 
primarily in the 
held by some of us, that 
our individual salvation 
rests in the lap of more 
powerful countries or 
countries with which we 
share an _ ideological 
position.’’ 


The "seven states 
making up the 
are Antigua 


. Dominica, 
Grenada, St. Vincent and 
The Grenadines. St. 


Call For Unity 


Lucia, Montserrat, St. 
Kitts-Nevis 

‘In his address Mr. Bird 
said: ‘‘We are surrounded 
by troubling economic 
Conditions w only lip 
service is paid to the 
urgent development 
needs of the world’s Least 


‘He told the atehainig tee 
the present offers ‘‘a 
compelling call’’ for 
deepening and 
Strengthening the 
mechanism for co- 
operation. 

He added: ‘We are 
deeply conscious that this 
coming week-end sees the 
leaders of the Western 
developed countries 

athering under the 

anner of the OECD 
organisation for 
economic co-operation in 
development at 
Williamsburg in the U.S., 
but we are painfully 
aware that their meeting 
will address no solutions 
to the problems which 
beset us 


Mr. Bird also urged 
unit ¥ among the countries 
of the south not ow an 
alternative to co 
operation with the north 
but as a means to 
strengthen our 
bargain position with 
thes. 


The Antigua and 
Barbuda ty Prime 
Minister called on the 
OECS member states to 
ensure that the 


organisation deepened its 


economic position during 
the coming year, saying 
that in order to do so, the 
establishment of an East 
Caribbean bank, as well 
as the creation of an 
QECS market for OECS 

oducts with protection 
Gest competition from 
producers outside of the 
Caribbean Community 


(CARICOM). must be 
found. 


“The deepening of our 

rogranime of allocating 
industries in order to 
promote emplosment in 
our territories on an 
equitable basis and the 
IMproverent im practical 
Ways of transportation Uy 
sea and air ot our cargo to 
facilitate = intra-OECS 
trade and to expand our 
Markeis besend ° were 
also referred to by Mr. 
Bird tor future econunuc 
development 


Mr. Bird warned ORCS 
member states not te 
unilaterally develop their 
needs at the expense of 
the Organisation saying 

“if we atlempt to sing 
that song of vur own, our 
existence could well be 
the price.” 


“Our true salvation les 
only in collective effort. 
where we can rise above 
external pressure and in 
common chorus sing our 
superlative song at little 
cost to our own 
existence’ he said adding 
“for we are two 
vulnerable alone to 
withstand the pressures 
of those with a vested 
interest in keeping us 
subject and dependent ”’ 














OECS Treaty Timetable, Deliberations 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 28 May 83 p 3 


[Text ] 


ROSEAU Doninica Friday (CANA) 
-- Director general of the seven -nation 
Organisation of Eastern Caribbean 
States (ECS) Dr. Vaughn Lewis says 
that by the end of September all 
member countries should have ratified 
the 1961 treaty setting up the 
organisation. 


Speaking to reporters at the end of a 
ee ae ministers meeting here 
yesterday on the eve of the OECS heads 
of government summit, Dr. Lewis said 
the status of the organisation had been 
finalised with member states un- 
dertaking to enact the necessary 
legislation for implementi the 
provisions of the treaty establishing the 
a which was signed in St. Kitts in 
1981. ° 


‘Some countries have already done 
that and it is hoped by the end of Sep- 
tember all countries would have done 
it,’’ Dr. Lewis said. 

Dominica has already stated that at 
its next sitting of Parliament, 
scheduled for Monday, Prime Minister 
Eugenia Charles will table the 
a — The other states 

ona oe are: 
Antigua and Barbuda, St. se and 
the Grenadines, St. Lucia, St. Kitts- 
Nevis, Grenada and Montserrat. 

Dr. Lewis said the ministerial 
meeting dealt more with ‘“house- 
keeping matters," than those with 
future political implications for the 
state, but it also touched on topics such 
as the Law of the Sea conference and 
— of more Caribbean cricketers 
being offered money to play in racist 
South Africa. 

The OECS ministers also discussed 
the extensive assistance given by the 
Commonwealth fund for technical co- 
operation in respect of urgent work on 
setting up maritime boundaries and 
fisheries jurisdictions and for adequate 


protection of the 
soe waters of member 


Dr. Lewis said they 
referred specifically: to 


mee requested 
suthortty to reiterate the 
idea of a common ap 
proach to maritime 
negotiations. 


Dominica has already 
entered into otiations 
with France on Maritime 
boundaries in respect of 
the two overseas 
departments of Mar- 
tinique and Guadeloupe 


The meeting also 
discussed approaches for 
talks with other countries 
seeki membership of 
the OECS — bl 
Anguilla and the Britis 
Virgin Islands. 


The ministers also 
considered the  im- 
portance of advancing the 
case for special 
assistance for small 
island states, taking note 
of Grenada’s reauest for a 
support of a conference 
on the subject in St. 
Georges in September 
under the aegis of the 
Non-aligned Movement. 

A proposal by Antigua 
and Barbuda calling for 
the exploitation of 
Antartica by all countries 
was also discussed. 


The meeting looked at 
the structure of OECS 
diplomatic missions 
abroad, and Dr. Lewis 
said that with the ex- 
ception of Grenada, the 
member states would 
share a mission in 
Ottawa, the Canadian 
capital. 


Mission in Trinidad 
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[Text ] 


ROSEAU Dominica’ Friday 


(CANA) — The 


seven-nation 


Organisation of Eastern Caribbean 
States (OECS) is to send a mission 














CSO: 





to Trinidad am! Tobago tor talks 
with government officials aimed at 
ironing out problems which 
member countries say they are 
encountering in getting their goods 
into that market, it was officially 
disclosed here Wednesday night. 

Chairman of the sub-regional 
grouping, Antigua and Barbuda’s 
Deputy Prime Minister, Lester 
Bird, told reporters the decision 
was taken during Wednesday's 
one-day meeting of OECS 
economic affairs ministers. He did 
not say when the mission would 
travel to Port-of-Spain. 

Bird said despite an agreement 
reached by Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) governments in 
Barbados earlier this month, for 
ending a four-month trade crisis 
within the region, goods from 
OECS member countries were 
being restricted in their entry into 
Port-of-Spain because of a licen- 
sing system in force there. 

“There is still serious 
in getting licences...there,”’ he 
said. 

Trinidad and Tobago put all 
Caricom goods under licence in 
retaliation to Jamaica’s January 
10 introduction of a two-tiered 
currency exchange rate which 
made regional goods more ex- 
pensive in Kingston. Port-of-Spain 
later said it would maintain the 
system, but automatically grant 
licences 

Wednesday's ey be nt 
number of proposa recom- 
sentation 1 deal with trade 
matters and trading within the 
region. 

Bird said the meeting had also 
decided to back Caribbean rum 
producers in their ge on the 
export of rum_to— American 
market under President Reagan's 
Caribbean Basin Initiative (CBI). 
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‘““OECS member states maintain 


export rum only in bottles and not 
in bulk,’ he said. 

Puerto Rico and the 

USVI are maintaining 

that the Caribbean should 


Energy 
Organisation (OLADE), 
Bird said the meeting felt 
that ‘‘the benefits were 


The meeting also ex- 
pressed displeasure with 
Japan over its refusal to 
assist in the development 
of the seven member 
grouping despite 
repeated requests, Bird 
said. 











INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


OPPOSITION PARTIES IN CARIBBEAN STATES MOVE TOWARD UNITY 
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[Article by Yussuff Hanniff] 


[Text ] . 
THE political opposition in 
three Caribbean islands are 


trying to pull themselves to- 


gether and merger and so 
present a viable challange to 
the ruling parties in their 
respective territories. 

In Antigua and Dominica, 
this process of forging al- 
liunces has been significantly 
advanced, but in St. Vincent 
the going remains tough. 


In a surprised move, An- 
ligua’s Opposition United 
People’s Movement (UPM) 
led by former Premier George 
Walter, and -the Antigua- 
Canbbean Liberation Move- 
ment (ACLM) have = an- 
nounced the commencement 
of talks aimed at reaching 
some kind of accommodation 
octween now and next gen- 
eral elections. 

Though not vet complete, 
the talks were expected to re- 
/sult--at the minimum-—in 
| some sort of coordination of 
| strategy for the next clections 
| between UPM and ACLM. 

The UPM is a splinter 
from the main opposition 
Progressive Labour Movement 
(PLM) which, under the be- 
nign leadership of Robert 
Hall, has proven itself singu- 
larly ineffective in coping 
with the political astuteness 
of Prime Minister Vere Bird’s 
ruling Antigua Labour Party 
(ALP). 
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UPM’s strongest drawing 
card is Walter himself who 
was premier briefly in the 
late 60s into the early ’70s; 
while ACLM-—doing very 
badly at its first elected con- 
test in 1980—has been the 
principal opposition force 
against the government, using 
its newspaper Outlet to ex- 
pose instances of alleged 
misrule and corruption on the 
part of the government. 


Former interim Prime Min- 
ister, Oliver Seraphim, is leader 
of the reunited Dominica La- 
bour Party, not a very sur- 
prising development since 











CSO: 
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John was known to be under 
pressure even from lus close 
associates not to run for the 
leadership since his eventual 
political future is still far 
from resolved, given the un- 
certainty about the outcome 
of state cases against him 
for his alleged involvement in 
a plot to overthrow the con- 
servative Government of Mary 
Eugenia Charles. 

Notable absentees in the 
process in Dominica are the 
Dominica Liberation Move- 
ment Alliance (DLMA) and 
the United Dominica Labour 
Party—a third faction of the 
labour party led by former 
Finance Minister, Michael 
Douglas 


But in a conciliatory state- 
ment just after he was elected 
leader of the reunited Labour 
Party, Seraphin said he was 
willing to forge alliances with 
other opposition groups on 
the island, thereby leaving the 
door open for some kind of 
merger with the other two. 

The Alliance for its part 
has always subscribed to the 
principle of opposition unity, 
while Douglas himself is not 
thought to have ruled out his 
Own participation. 

But while opposition poli- 
ticfans in Antigua and Domi- 
nica have been largely suc- 
cessful in at least setting the 
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Stage for unity moves 
and presenting the govern- 
ments in these countries with 
apparently solid united 
fronts, their counterparts in 
St. Vincent have found the 
going much tougher. 

St. Vincent has the some- 
what unenviable reputation 
of having more political par- 
ties per capita (March 1983 
Contact} than most other 
Caribbean islands, but most 
of them are little more than 
paper groups. 

Quitely, and without much 


fanfare, at least twe gopups ha» 
been trying to initiate 'aqpeg® 
of dialogue—the Movameit’ for 


National Unity (NMU) led by Dr. 
Ralph Gonsalves, and the Unired 
Peoples Movement of Renwick 
‘Rose. 

Gonsalves’ MNU has sent let- 
ters to two other opposition poli- 
tical groups —James Mitchell’s New 
Democratic Party (NDP) and the 
St. Vincent National Movement 
(SNM) of Dr. Winston Cordice. 

Mitchell remained the potentiai 
stumbling block because of his 
increasingly deep belief that his 
party alone could beat the Labour 
Party of Milton Cato. But few 
political observers in St. Vincent 
share (Re NDP’s optimism. 

It is not without significance 
that these moves in the islands 
coincide with increasingly wide- 
spread rumours that governments 
in all three may be contemplating 
elections prior to their constitu- 
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CARIBBEAN CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES ASSAILS U.S. POLICY 


Comment on Reagan Stand 
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{Article by Rev Dr Leslie Lett] 


[Text } 
OVER the ten years of its 


bean leaders and people to 
reaffirm their commitment to 
regional unity, and by its own 


early last month as govern- 
ment leaders met in Barbados 
to seek a solution to the 
economic crisis which 
threatened the existence of 
the Caribbean Communit 
(CARICOM). 


This deep concern that 
the CCC has for regional 
unity is not some political 
diwersion from basic Chris- 
tianity. Our Lord’s desire that 
“all may be one” was a mis- 
onary prayer that the “world 
will believe” (John 17, v. 21), 
and discover its unity in the 
God and Father of all. 


The word ecumenism itscll , 
by derivation from the Greek , 
refers primaréy to the unity 
of mankind and not to the 
Churches, and this makes re- 


gional unity an ecumenical 
imperative for the CCC. 

It was no wonder, then, 
that the CCC issued a press 
release on May 6,.welcoming 
the meeting of CARICOM 
government leaders and fur- 
ther calling upon these lesders 
to consider “other problems”’ 
which also threaten the re- 
gion’s unity. 

Undoubteldy, there are a 
great many problems and 
forces which threaten to des- 
trey our fragite Caribbean 
unity. Among them we could 
place the contradictory in- 
terpretations given to the 
word “consultation” in the 
CARICOM Treaty. This needs 
to be clarified and it would 
appear to be neccssary to 
stress that any serious con- 
sultation aimed at building 
and strengthening unity can- 
not merely be sharing infor- 
mation on decisions already 
made. 

The CCC statement (see 
box on this page), however, 
sees the main force working 
against unity at this time as 
going much deeper than this, 
being in many ways related 
to the neo-<olonialism that 
plagues the region. ° 
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The statement, therefore, 
fully agrees with some words 
of Mr. Lester Bird, Deputy 
Prime Minister of Antigua and 
Barbuda, (see last month’s 
Contact). 


Bird had said at « meet- 
ing in Jamaica that “there 
is too great a tendency... 
from both within and out- 
side the region, to see 
division and discord in 
CARICOM, That is ‘why 
perhaps one country, ex- 
ternal to the region could 
attempt to convey the 
impression that one of our 
members has some sinister 
motive in building an in- 
ternational airport, expect- 
ing us to endorse that 
statement”. 

But | wonder if the leader 
of that “external’’ country 
was not given reason to ex- 


pect that Caribbean leaders 
would endorse just about any 
statement he may care to 
utter, — 


Bird was obviously re- 
ferring to President Ronald 
Reagan who, against all rea- 
son’ and decency, continues 
to misinform and mislead the 
peoples of the Caribbean, the 
USA and the world at large 
about events in the Caribbean 
and Central America. 














It is in this light we could 
read the CCC statement, 
where it states . . . we 
register Our protest at re- 
cent actions in support of 
the invasion of Nicaragua and 
the claim that Grenada is a 
threat to US security”’. 


It is surely scandalous that 
Reagan could call the invaders 
of Nicaragua—a high percent- 
age of whom are made up of 
former Somoza National 
Guardsmen “freedom 
fighters”. But then he is given 
to making such statements. 
Not too long ago, he affirmed 
that South Africa is the 
“friend and ally” of the 
United States. 


There is a type of para- 
noia afflicting some govern- 
ment leaders in the West 
that seems to permit a cer- 
tain disregard for truth and 
justice. 

Most of the fears raised 
by the infamous Santa Fe 
document are being confirmed 
by the current US Adminis 


prepared. 


Ideological autonomy is 
denied the Carihbean; the 
CBI has increased the eco- 
nomic vulnerability and de- 
pendence of the region. 


- On accepting the CBI our 
leaders should have known 
they were accepting a veri- 
table Trojan horse (full of 
economic crises and trade 
wars) and deepening of neo- 


coloniajism, 

Already the attempt at 
“religious recolonisation’’ is 
gaining alarming proportions 
in this Caribbean-Central 
American region (Newsweek 
Nov, 29, 1982). And while 
Churches are being pressured 
against militancy , many tyran- 
nical leaders, claiming to be 
“born again” Christians are 
making a mockery of people’s 
fundamental rights. Even Pre- 
sident Efraim Rios Montt of 
Guatemala whose regime 
slaughters peasants, turns 
evangelist on Sunday night 
television each week. 








tration—for which 


it was 


CCC Statement 
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[Text ] 


CSO: 3298/663 


ON Miay6, the Caribbean C eecaaaed of Churches issued the following 
release: 


“The CCC welcomes the meeting of Caribbean icaders scheduled 
to take place this weekend in Barbados to deal with the cconomic 
crisis facing the region. The loss of thousands of jobs as a direct con- 
sequence of the trade impassc among CARICOM partners is impor- 

it enough to warrant this weckend’s mecting. At this time we shall 

be working and praying for Caribbean unity. It is our hope that 
other problems besides the cconomic crisis will be discussed with the 
ercatest scriousness. 


We are in full agreement with the Chairman of the OECS Mr. 
Lester Bird in his recent statcment that ‘these is too groata-tendency | 
trom both within and outside the region to sow sceds of division and ' 
discord in CARICOM’, 


Further, we register our protest at recent actions in support of the 
invasion of Nicaragua and the claim that Grenada is a threat to US 
security. We view these as serious threats to hemispheric integrity and 
to the freedom of countries to self-determination. 


At this time of international crisis, cconomically and politically, 
it is of the greatest importance for the Caribbean C a to 
maintain and strengthen its unity.” , 
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It is of the greatest impor- 


of how and why various exter- 
nal are being 
on unity, and of the 


Also, because the level of 
intra-regional trade is now so 
high that the jobs of thou- 
sands of workers depend up- 
on the success of CARICOM, 
these workers must seek ways 
to strengthen their participa- 
tion in decision-making at the 
highest levels, in order to 
save oth CARICOM and their 
jobs from perishing in an- 
other trade war that is not in 
anyv/ay in their best interests. 

Luring this period of our 
histcry it is crucial for eyery 
regional institution—CCC in- 
cluded—to deepen its com. 
mitment. to Caribbean unity 
and integrity, and the peo- 

ple of the Caribbean are 
badly in need of a clear and 
profound expression of this 
commitment. 
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CDB STATEMENT PAINTS GLOOMY ECONOMIC PICTURE 
FL130104 Bridgetown CANA in English 0049 GMT 13 May 83 


[Text] Cartagena, Colombia, May i2, CANA-REUTER--The economies of most Carib- 
bean states fared badly in 1982 because of falling production, depressed 
exports markets and reduced tourist flows and there are no indications of any 
significant improvement in 1983, the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) said. 


A bank report for its annual Board of Governors assembly meeting in this 
Colombian beach resort said the generally poor economic performance reflected 
adverse developments in the industrialised countries, the regions main trading 
partners. 


Bauxite, sugar, banana, petroleum, citrus and tourism all performed very poor- 
ly in 1982 for the second successive year, it added. 


The Barbados-based bank, founded in 1970 to promote cooperation and develop-— 
ment in the Caribbean, today admitted France as its 23d full member. Other 
non-Caribbean members are the United States, Canada and Mexico. 


The report said Caribbean economies will continue to suffer increasing rates 
of unemployment, worsening balance of payments situations and mounting exter- 
nal debt and debt service payments. 


The report said sugar production last year in the 17 CDB borrowing countries 
was the lowest in 30 years, at an estimated 800,000 tonnes. 


Regional production of bauxite declined by about 29 percent last year as 
world demand for aluminum remained sluggish. Tourism fell by one percent. 


The report said the mild economic recovery forecast for the industrialised 
countries in 1983 was in the short term unlikely to have any immediate impact 
on the region. 


The two-day 13th meeting of the bank's board of governors will close today 
with an address by Colombian President Belisario Betancur. 


CSO: 3298/1269 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CDB*S DEMAS VOICES CONCERN OVER CARICOM PROBLEMS 
FL112151 Bridgetown CANA in English 2050 GMT 11 May 83 


[Text] Cartagena, Colombia, May 11, CANA—The Caribbean Development Bank's 
strong concern over the recent serious trade dislocation within the Carib- 
bean Community (Caricom) was reflected here today as the president, Mr William 
Demas, addressed the 13th annual meeting »f the bank's board of governors. 


The challenge, he declared, was not to be put off by current problems or 
short-term national expediency, but to deepen the integration process in 
pursuance of common objectives and to widen it to include the Andean Group 
countries. 


Mr Demas was speaking against a background in which the Caricom governments 
are still struggling to unravel a trade and financial tangle which has been 
rendered extremely more complex in recent months because of domestic economic 
problems, licensing regulations and unstable currency exchange levels. 


The president's topic was pitched at making CDB more effective, but he made 
reference to Caricom’s difficulties in examining South-South cooperation. 


Mr Demas stated: With particular reference to South-South cooperation, re- 
cent events occurring within the Caribbean community not only demonstrate the 
growing economic interdependence of its member states, but also suggest the 
need for early action to deepen and then also to widen the community. 


Caricom which groups 12 of the CDB's 17 borrowing countries should be deepened 
immediately, he said, by bringing into effect many vital provisions of the 
Treaty of Chaguaramas which established the community 10 years ago. 


Mr Demas then suggested the following 10-point emergency action programme: 
1. Reinvigorating and expanding the Caricom Multilateral Clearing Facility 
(the CMCF—a mechanism of deferred payment to facilitate intra-Caricom 
trade). 


2. Becoming more serious about the implementation of the regional food and 
nutrition strategy. 
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3. Implementing the first round of the regional industrial programming 
exercise. 


4. Rationalising the production and marketing of energy within the region. 


5. Adopting a common protective policy by revising and rationalising the 
common external tariff and by having, where necessary, on a harmonised basis, 
quantitative restrictions vis-a-vis imports from third countries, in order to 
protect weak sectors such as textiles and garments and food production, while 
at the same time encouraging exports to extra-regional countries through com- 
mon policies on incentives for such exports. 


6. Implementing the Caricom enterprise regime and creating joint enterprises 
combining capital, management and inputs as between member countries of the 
community. 


7. Adopting common policies towards the attraction and regulation of foreign 
private investment, in particular through investment cooperation agreements 
and double taxation treaties with third countries. 


8. Rationalising both passenger and freight air transportation serving both 
intra- and extra-regional routes. 


9. More forcefully projecting the external personality of the community. 


10. Establishing some independent and impartial authority not only to monitor 
the implementation by member states of the provisions of the community treaty 
and the decisions of its organs and institutions, but also to mediate and, 
where necessary, arbitrate in disputes between member states. 


The president cautioned that the present difficulties being experienced by 
Caricom and most of the economic integration movements in the Third World did 
not constitute any valid reason for the abandonment of this form of South-South 
economic cooperation. 


He reminded that it is only normal that there should from time to time be 
difficulties and even crises in these joint endeavours especially in times of 
deep world crisis. 


The long-term vision of ultimate mutual benefit and greater self-reliance and 
self-respect must not be allowed to be clouded by considerations of short- 
term national expediency. : 


He added, however, that the process of widening the community also required 
urgent study with a view to early action. 


These include the conclusion and implementation of formal trade and economic 
cooperation agreements between Caricom and other countries of the Caribbean 
archipelago. | 
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We also need as a matter of urgency to conclude and implement a programme of 
trade and economic cooperation between the Andean Group (of which Colombia is 
an important member) and the Caribbean community as a group. 


I stress agreements between the Caribbean community acting as a group and 
other countries and groupings in sur part of the world. 


I do this because all the Caricom countries, even the larger ones, are very 
small and with very little economic power as individual entities and there- 
fore require the strength in external efforts which can only be achieved by 
cohesiveness and solidarity at the community level, Mr Demas emphasised. 


Later, explaining the underlying reason for the theme making CDB more effec- 
tive, the bank president said: I do this not because I think CDB is ineffec- 
tive, but rather because it is necessary continuously to take stock of CDB's 
policies, procedures and organisational structures and systems, with a view 
to improving them since, as in all human institutions and activities, there 
is always need for improvement. 


CSO: 3298/1269 
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BRIEFS 


NEWSPAPER TECHNICAL ASSOCIATION--Luis Miro-Quesada Valega, production manager 
of Lima's EL COMERCIO newspaper has been chosen the first executive director 
of the Latin American Newspaper Technical Association [Asociacion Tecnica de 
Diarios Latinoamericanos], created in Bogota. The main objective of the 
association is to give joint advice on matters of operational costs. The 
founding members of the association have signed a cooperation agreement to 
strengthen the functioning of the different newspapers by means of an exchange 
of experiences and technological aid. [Summary] [Madrid EFE in Spanish 1700 
GMT 12 Jun 83 PA] 


ECUADOREANS BOARD PERUVIAN BOAT--Lima, 22 Jun (AFP)--The Radio Programas Net- 
work reported here today that a Peruvian fishing boat was boarded by an 
Ecuadorean patrol boat whose crew members mistreated the fishermen. The re- 
port, transmitted by this network correspondent in Tumbes, states that the 
Ecuadorean patrol boat boarded the fishing boat 8 miles off the coast in 
Peruvian waters. The fishing boat had left from Puerto Pizarro in the morning 
with six crew members. Puerto Pizarro is located 1,320 km north of Lima and 
is not far from the border. According to the fishermen, the Ecuadorean seamen 
hit them with clubs and ropes for 2 hours, seized the money they were carrying 
to purchase crayfish, and then let them go. A doctor who checked them veri- 
fied that they indeed did have injuries and ordered that they be hospitalized, 
the source added. [Text] [PY231451 Paris AFP in Spanish 0223 GMT 23 Jun 83] 





TRINIDAD LOAN TO ANTIGUA--St Johns Antigua, Monday (CANA)--Trinidad and Tobago 
has agreed to lend Antigua and Barbuda $12.1 million (TT$1 equal 41 cents U.S.) 
to improve its water supply system, a junior government minister has an- 
nounced here. Minister in the Ministry of Economic Development Hugh Marshall, 
who signed the loan agreement on behalf of the Antigua and Barbuda Government, 
said Trinidad and Tobago was demonstrating its fervent commitment as a 
Caribbean Community (CARICOM) member, to the development of the Organisation 
of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) countries. [Text] [Bridgetown BARBADOS 
ADVOCATE in English 24 May 83 p 3] 


OECS-ANGUILLA, BRITISH VIRGINS TIES--Roseau, Dominica, Tuesday, (AP)--The rela- 
tionship of Anguilla and the British Virgin Islands with the Organization of 
Eastern Caribbean States is among items submitted today for the agenda of this 
week's OECS meeting here. Dominica's High Commissioner, Arden Shillingford, 
chaired the two-day meeting of foreign officials. The meeting was a continu- 
ation of a session two monghs ago in St. Lucia. Shillingford said the relation- 
ships of the British Virgin Islands and Anguilla were among issues discussed. 
[Text] [Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 25 May 83 p 1] 
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ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


ACLM, UPM HOLD UNITY TALKS, RULING ALP SCORNFUL 


Report on Discussions 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 21 May 83 p 3 


[Text ] 


ST. JOHN’S, Anti 
Friday (CANA) — 
leftist Antigua Caribbean 
Liberation Movement 
(ACLM) and the United 
People's Movement 
(UPM), two of three 
Opposition parties here, 
have begun talks on a 
possible alliance to better 
challenge the ruling 
Antigua Labour Party 
(ALP) amid tion 
that Prime Minister Vere 
Bird is gearing for a snap 


election. 
The ACLM-ali r 
Outlet newspaper, 


ACLM® Chairman’ Tim wi 


Hector, and UPM w- 
former Premier George 
Walter held a series of 
discussions on ae 
proposed merger “in a 
most cordial and warm 
spirit.”’ 
hey red preliminary 
also sta ry 
talks with 

ay eho 
Hall, 


getting = A. Ah 
yp to ein th te 
( ) party to join 
mooted alliance. 


General elections are 
not constitutionally due 
here until April 1985, but 
Outlet said that with a 
charges of corruption 

levelled inst 

ae aevaneaed. me 
Miniter Bird had decided 
to call an early poll in 





el 


view of the disunity in the 
Opposition ranks. 

In the present 17- 
member arliament, 
Prime Minister Bird’s 
ALP hold 14 seats with the 
PLM, once led by Walter, 
holding the remaining 
three 


“This United Front 
would wo” , a 
programme a policy 
which could unite the 
entire country and put us 
on the road to genuine 
independence’ anda 
aoe UF develop- 

M leader 
Walter was oe as 


“Ne 

e also Said: “The 
object of this historic 
exercise is nat sm to beat 
Bird — we did that before. 
The point must be to 
change the politics of the 
country. 

In fact, the very 
discussion about a United 
Front has shown change 
already. The discussions 
have begun not so much 
because we as leaders 
have willed it, but moreso 
because the great mass of 
ordinary peo le have 
demanded . — 
upon opposition orces 
esentind a United Front.” 


ACLM_ chief Hector 
said: ‘‘The crucial 
questions about a popular 
alliance of opposition 
forces are two in number. 
Firstly, the separate 











parties contesting 
separately would only 
divide the voters and the 
votes, and + _- 
regime could 

returned by default. 


“Secondly, a popular 
alliance of opposition 


ip squabble in 
the event an alliante 
emerges out of the talks 


Ruling Party's Reaction 
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[Text ] ST. JOHN’S Antigua, Friday, (CANA)—The ruling, 
Antigua Labour (ALP) has predicted the 
demise of a between two 
parties here to chalenge Frime Minister Vere Bird in 
the next general ' 


The ALP in a statement said that this was not the 
first time that the leftist Antigua-Caribbean 
Liberation Movement (ACLM) of Tim Hector and 


ex-Premier Walter’s United People’s 
Movement (UPM) tried to together. 
“They did so when the PLM ( ive Labour 


ve 
ff 
a 
if 
z 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


ISSUE OF TAX ON OFFSHORE BANK DISCUSSED IN PARLIAMENT 


Adams’ Remarks 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 25 May 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 25 May 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


Prime Minister and 


Minister of Finance, Mr. the moment for 
Tom Adams, has saidthat ‘‘a great of new 
the Royal Bank of business that may arise 
eee t pb age 8 as a result of decisions in 
operation ma other jurisdictions.” 

prediction by Leader of Mr. Adams told the 
the Opposition, Mr. Errol House tha to the 
Barrow, that Trinidad guarantee, which 
will soon be i the company is exempt 
money from Barbados from all taxes except as 


come true. 

Mr. Adams was moving 
a Resolution in the House 
of Assembly to approve 
the emg regarding 
the future taxing of the 


Royal Bank of Canada per 


(Barbados) Limited as 
Licensee under the 
Offshore enemy Fe 
The Prime Minister 
said Royal was one of the 
first three offshore banks 


to be set up and it has 


been very successfui. 


He said it has made ; 


loans to the Government 


of Barbados. Trinidad 


Opposition s 


Haynes, feels that a 


| 
H 
as 


ary 
i 
43 

He 
— Re 8 


request that both political 
parties in Parliament 


Haynes’ Comments 


esman on Finance,.Dr. Richie 
antee regarding the future 
taxing of the Royal Bank of Canada (Barbados) 
Limited as a licencee under the Offshore Banking Act 
arose as a consequence of the numerous amendments 


made to the Act. 


‘I do not think the request arises out of any political 
uncertainty in the future as to what any 


Government may do,” he said. 
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support his investment. 
e added, however, 
that if foreign 
organisations wanted 
what it saw as protection 
of guarantee he had no 
Ps * =o te 
although w 

prepared to ensure that 
the two political parties in 
Barbados were respon- 
sible parties and were 
unlikely to repudiate 
obligations entered into 
by each other. 


r 











He said the amendments to the Act created 
problems not only for the banks but for accour tants 
and members of the legal profession, both locally and 
overseas. 

He urged Government to look very carefully at the 
Offshore Banking Act, the Shipping Act, the Inter- 
national Business Companies Act and the Act which 
establish the facility for captive insurances business 
in Barbados. 

“There are many areas in these four bits of 
legislation that need to be looked at and harmonised 
in relation to the existing Companies’ Act’, the St. 
Michael South Central said. 





Barrow Criticism 





Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 25 May 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


Leader of the Opposition, Mr. 
Errol Barrow, has dismissed a 
guarantee regarding the future 
taxing of the Royal Bank of 
Canada (Barbados) Limited as 
a licensee under the Offshore 
Banking Act as ‘‘an insult to 
Parliament.” 

During a debate in the House 
of Assembly yesterday on a 
Resolution to approve the 
uarantee, Mr. rrow said 
that never in his 32 years in 
Parliament had he seen ‘‘a bit 
of legislation like this.” 


uarantee was ‘“‘nonsensical”’ in 
that it asked the House to “‘bind 
a Parliament 20 years from 


W. 

The Resolution sought to 
exempt the company from all 
taxes except those specifically 
charged in the Offshore 
Banking Act 1979 for a period of 
20 years. 

“Once you give a guarantee to 
one you will have to give a 
—" to all," Mr. Barrow 
said. 


‘It is absurd and unnecessa 
Mr. Barrow noted that the ry 
because if they cannot accept 
House was to endorse the good faith of Government or 


an agreement made on April 13 
by Prime Minister and Minister 
of Finance, Mr. Tom Adams 
and added that there was no 
ition in law for a Minister of 
inance to make a guarantee 
and have it subsequeMly 
ratified. 


He said Mr. Adams was 
asking the House to ratify 
something he had already done. 

The Opposition Leader 
submitted further tnat tne 


the good sense of the political 
parties of Barbados then they 
are treating us with contempt,” 
Mr. Barrow said, a that 
not even the United States 
Government has tried to do this. 

It was his feeling that the 
Prime Minister brought the 
Resolution to Parliament ‘‘to let 
us tell the Royal Bank of 
Canada what we think about it 
and to withdraw it." 


Tax on Foreign Insurers 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 25 May 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


The House of Assembly 
esterday approval 
egislation provi new 
taxes for foreign-owned 
insurance companies. 


Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance, Mr. 


2k 


Tom Adams, aentins 
during debate on the Bill, 
said that since 1976, 
Government had been 
trying to localise the 
insurance industry, and 
the new taxes would be 
aimed at the foreign- 
owned _ establishments. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 





BARBADOS 


TOURIST TOTALS HIDE SHRINKAGE IN HOTEL EARNINGS 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 30 May 83 p 1 


[Text } 


CSO: 


The figures for tourist arrivals in the past 
weeks may be encouraging but the money 
being earned is still a cause for concern. 

According to the President of the Bar- 
bados Hotel Association, Mr. Alfred Taylor, 
there is so much price cutting that earnings 
are still low and in a number of cases quality 
is suffering. 

Mr. Taylor said yesterday that while a 
number of the hotels on island with 
overseas connections endeavoured to hold 
their own, the situation was still worrying 
where the locally-owned hotels were con- 
cerned. He said that this was particularly so 
where the hotels were small. 


He said that some of the bigger hotels 
through price cutting were now in direct 
competition with the smal! hotels and the 
small hotels were feeling it. . | 

He gave an example elu a timmy hotel 
on the island had cut its prices to the extent 
that when the various charges were paid to 
the wholesaler and the cost of other aspects 
of the package covered the hotel was left 
with an estimated US$38 per night per 
couple, or for every two people. 
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Mr. Taylor said that added to this com- 
petition. from the bigger hotels, a number of 
those with overseas connections was being 
used as “‘tax write-offs.” 

He gave as an example where one over- 
seas chain was offering its guests in the 
United States one night free at their hotel in 
Barbados for every night spent at one of 
their hotels in the United States. 

Mr. Taylor said that a number of the 
smaller properties in Barbados had not 
overseas to sell their product and hed been 
relying on the tour operators to pull m_ 
business for them. . 

This had not worked out ag expected for 
many of them. ep Pe 


The BHA head said that it was a question 
of numbers rather than dollars at this stage. 


He said that of the visitors who were 
benefiting from _ low priced package 
tours not have much money to spend 


otherwise and so the overal] earnings of 
hotels will reflect this trend. 

The BHA will be meeting today with the 
Minister of Tourism, Mr. Bernard St. John, 
for one of the regular review sessions when 
it is expected that the plight of the small 
hotels will be discussed. 














BARBADOS 


COUNTRY SECTION 





ADAMS COMMENTS ON CARICOM, RECOVERY IN BARBADOS 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 30 May 83 p l 


[Article by Courtney King] 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


BARBADOS 


GOVERNMENT TO PUSH NATURAL GAS OVER DIESEL FOR INDUSTRY 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 7 Jun 83 p 20 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


THE National 
Petroleum Cor- 
poration |NPC] will 
soon be offering 
natural gas to in- 
dustrial 


diesel. 

Minister of aaerey 
Senator Clyde Griffith, 
said y that 
formal approaches would 
be made to the industrial 
users. 


3298/662 


Government took over the 


feet a day of natural gas in their 


production on the power 
generating facilities 


“But they have not been able 
to absorb all of that because of 
of their 


of those four, he said, 
Barbados and Jamaica hed 
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captive refineries, in that, they 
not —s for export 
markets. t the other two 
“a ioe, pee b. 
“The pres n is,” 
Griffith said, ‘that if we are 
going to rationalise our refining 
ty in the Caribbean, it 


market." 
He said that the refineries in 


Trinidad had more than enough 


owply foreign exchange im- 


plications. 

The Barbados Covernment 
was examining the refining 
situation here, in light of .the 
fact that the current refinery 
agreement expires in 1987, 
Griffith said. | 


| 
| 
| 











COUNTRY SECTION 


ENERGY MINISTER REVIEWS CURRENT PETROLEUM SITUATION 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 7 Jun 83 p l 


[Text ] 


CSO: 





3298/662 


Barbados’ oil 
uction continues to 
steady around the 1 000 
barrels a day level while 
at the same time the cost 
of drilling a well has 
dropped substantially. 
ese were some fo the 
achievements outlined 
last Sunday night by the 
Minister of Energy, 
Senator Clyde Griffith at 


a political mass meeting 
of the ruling Barbados 
Labour Party, (BLP) 
held in Speightstown. 
Senator Griffith told the 
crowd that since the 
Barbados Government 
took over the oil wells last 
July there has been a 
considerable increase in 
ion, adding that it 
ad sold Bds$9 million 


worth of crude between 
~— (1982)-March (1983). 
e said that the first 
time since the 1973 oil 
Crisis a reduction in the 
oi! import bill was 
reco in 19862 of Bds$16 
million compared with 
1981. He said that this was 
achieved with the help of 
Petro-Canada. 

The Energy Minister 
had earlier pointed out 
that the highest per- 
centage increase in the 
local oi] import. bill was 
experienced in 1981 when 
the multinational com- 
pany, Mobil, was drilling 
or a full year. 

Senator Griffith added 
that when Mobil was 
drilling for oil here it was 
costing them some 
$750000 a well, but 
Government's new oil 
company had been able to 
reduce that figure by 
$250 000 ($500 000 a well) 
while at the same time 
maintaining a steady 

uction level of 1 000 
rrels a day, adding that 
during the last weekend 
of May it reached as high 
a level of 1700 a day. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


SUGAR OUTPUT BELOW TARGET; INDUSTRY MERGER ANNOUNCED 


Industry Umbrella Body 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 21 May 83 p 1 


[Text } 


Bridgetown BARBADOS 


[Text] 





Sugar Producers’ 
Association (BSPA) will 
Soon merge to form one 


umbrella organisation, 
called the Barbados 
Industries Limited 


from within the 
industry revealed 
yesterday that the 
merger, which will entail 
disbanding the BSPA, 
would be headed by a 
Chief Executive Officer. 
The step the sources 
said, was bei un- 
dertaken in an effort to 
co-ordinate the 
management of both the 
field and factory aspects 
of the industry, as well as 
to utilise the available 


dustry’s needs more 
efficiently. 

The muve, eapected 
to come about by July |. 


effort, sources said, and 


general meeting was 
held. 


1983 Crop Results 


ADVOCATE in English 27 May 83 p l 


Barbados’ 1983 sugar 
crop will come to an end 
late next week, with 


r —— falling 
tae projected 90 000 
tonnes. 

Sugar industry officials 
are this week preparing 
for the completion of the 
crop, with Haymans 
Factory, St. Peter; and 
Andrews Factory, St. 


but all these canes are 
> ge oe by 
ime crop is 
finished - , 
t was expected that the 
industry this year would 











have yielded some 90 000 harvesting of green canes 
tonnes of sugar. but in- has contributed to the 
dications now are that reduction in cane fires 
actual production will fall this year. 
below that figure by about Looking towards the 
"oa | Director of : pes = 
ive is expecting 
the Barbados Sugar yeaa aap Oh eh 
Mr Neville Osbourne. —- wg Es pve 
a we happy But Mr. Osbourne 
with the outcome of this inted out that the in- 
the ee > = of of dustry would need 
ral _— injection of about another 
He said that there have $20 million for next year's 
and as a result, some He said that production 
4000 acres of canes have eee ee ae 
been saved. been rising, that 
He said that there was there was a gap of about 
evidence that the in- $300 a tonhe which needed 
Centive scheme for the to be filled. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


ELECTRICITY BILLS DOWN AS RESULT OF LOWER FUEL COSTS 


Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE in English 22 May 83 p l 


[Text ] 


CSO: 3298/662 


residua fuel. pe 
consumers’ electricity Y tals. 

The fuel charge "eclined from 15.1 cents in 
January, 1982, to 11.4 cents in April, 1963 although fuel 


prices were the same in both months. It is 10.8 cents 


per kilowatt hour for May. 

Mr. Frank McConney, managing director of the 
company, told the shareholders that the company 
was committed to finding better ways of brii.ging 
electricity to the consumers. 

He noted that compared to the ne te Cah 
of the 1960s, the company 's load growth had subsided 
at the same time as the company’s construction. 
operating and maintenae costs had begun to climb 
by unprecedented proportions. 

He said: ‘‘The company is therefore pursuing a 
flexible and conservative oach to the con- 
struction of new facilities and in the present ex 
pansion programme, we are concentrating on im- 
proving existing systems so that electricity may be 
delivered more efficiently and economically than 


ever. 

Mr. McConney said that despite the 15 month delay 
in the rate increase being granted and the fact that 
the company did not get the 88 cents which it 
requested, he felt that there was reason for optimi 
in the future. The company was granted an increase 
of 7% cents per kilowatt hour. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


BRIEFS 


UNION UNHAPPINESS WITH GOVERNMENT--The Barbados Workers’ Union (BWU) "is dis- 
mayed" with Government's decision to observe the first Monday of every May as 
the official celebration of May Day. Government's announcement of the move, 
made last Monday, represented the alteration of a 27-year tradition, the BWU 
said yesterday. The BWU said it regarded the move as "disinherting” the work- 
ers of Barbados and their children of a date and tradition symbolically theirs. 
The BWU said it had met with Prime Minister Mr. Tom Adams in January when the 
matter was discussed, and the Government's feelings on the matter were repeated 
in a letter sent to the union from the Cabinet last February 2. The BWU, in 
its letter to Cabinet in response to the proposal, believed the symbolic im- 
portance of designating a specific day as a workers’ day "should be accorded 
the highest level of consideration." The BWU also argued that positive tradi- 
tions, particularly those which involved the wider masses of the country, 

were important in a newly independent country, and should be encouraged and 
maintained. "Our leaders," the BWU further contended, "Have to be careful in 
tampering with such traditions for purely pragmatic reasons, without assessing 
the symbolic, psychological and philosophical sourees of such traditions," 
which the BWU believes helps to ensure consensus and maintain equilibrium in 
the society. The BWU considered the move "Petty", and sees it as an attack on 
"entrenched customs of the workers." May Day has been recognised in Barbados 
on May 1 since 1956 and has been celebrated as a public holiday since 1959. 
[Text] [Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 21 May 83 p 1] 


GUN AMNESTY--Amensty is being given to all persons in Barbados who possess un- 
licensed firearms. This announcement came yesterday from Commissioner of 
Police, Mr Orville Durant, who said the period of amnesty would permit illegal 
holders to hand over such firearms to the police without fear of prosecution. 
Durant, in an address to the annual general meeting of the Barbados Chamber of 
Commerce at the Hilton Hotel, said that approval for the amnesty had been ob- 
tained from the Ministry of Legal Affairs. Stating that details would be 
announced later, Durant added the police were recommending that after the am- 
nesty had expired, any person found in possession of an unlicensed gun would 
be arrested, and on conviction be liable to a mandatory sentence of six months’ 
imprisonment, unless there were special circumstances to justify the non-inm- 
position of such a sentence. He noted that such a provision would give the 
police greater control over firearms in the country. The police had, he said, 
reliable information that, not infrequently, firearms were stolen from 
unlicensed owners and fell into the hands of those disposed to criminal activity, 
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without any report being made to the police. "The controls I have suggested 
would allow us to adopt a more rational approach to the question of issuing 
firearm licences; and I am quite sure that the successful implementation of 


such a policy would result in more persons of good character and sound inten- 
tions being granted permission to possess firearms,” he said. 


CSO: 3298/667 
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COUNTRY SECTION BERMUDA 


BRIEFS 


NEW PORTS DIRECTOR-Hamilton, 


Bermida, 21 Jun, CANA--Retired Royal Navy offi- 
cer Captain Kenneth Hallam is Bermsda's new director of Marine and Ports. 


[Except] [FL212145 Bridgetown CANA in English 2023 GMT 21 Jun 83] 


CSO: 3298/1273 
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COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


PRESS ITEMS REFLECT DEEP DIVISIONS WITHIN MNRI 


Interior Minister Mediates 
La Paz PRESENCIA in Spanish 23 May 83 p 5 


[Text] Santa Cruz, 22 May--Interior Minister Mario Roncal is holding 
meetings and talks in this city with leaders and authorities of two 
factions of the MNRI [Nationalist Revolutionary Movement of the Left], 
which are vying for the political leadership of this district and 
which for 2 weeks now have been accusing each other of disloyalty. 


The MNRI faction headed by former Prefect Alcibiades Velarde recently 
staged a demonstration calling for the resignation of the current 
authorities and claiming there were irregularities in the handling 

of the funds donated for the disaster victims. 


The head of the other faction, Prefect Joaquin Monasterio, ignored 

the demand by the MNRI commandos who back his former colleague and 

said that the charges of irregularities are nothing more than political 
manuever ing. 


The interior minister feels that the rift is serious and could become 
extremely so. He stated that he would continue meeting with the two 
factions to seek a settlement. 


Roncal himself acknowledged that he went to Santa Cruz because the 
MNRI command led by Velarde threatened to go on a hunger strike calling 
for the resignation of the prefect and mayor. 


Extradition of Arce Gomez 


The interior minister discussed the status of former Minister Arce 

Gomez, who is now being held in Argentina in a jail for common criminals 
after a U.S. prosecutor charged that he was still involved in drug 
trafficking. There is currently much talk about his possible extradition 
from Argentina. 


Roncal was asked why Bolivia did not request his extradition as soon 
as it learned of his arrest. He indicated that the Bolivian Government 








could not have made such a request because Argentine authorities could 
have erected obstacles by linking the extradition to political matters. 


In contrast, he said, the United States is requesting extradition 
based on the common crimes that Arce Gomez is charged with in that 
country. 


Moreover, none of the authorities in this city wanted to talk about 
the investigation into the holdings of Arce Gomez and other individuals 
charged with drug trafficking in the country. Bolivian authorities 
have ordered these holdings confiscated, but neither the fleet of 
aircraft nor the real estate in La Paz, Cochabamba and this city nor 
any livestock ranches, etc appear in Arce Gomez's name in the files. 


Regarding “Black Eagles" 


The former minister of education and former commander of the Air Force 
Military School, retired Col Ariel Coca Ramirez, said that he was 
surprised and concerned that new charges have been leveled against 

him after he presented the authorities with all the evidence exonerating 
him. 


Ariel Coca is currently engaged in private activities in this city 

and referring to the claim that he belongs to the "Black Eagles" lodge, 
he said that he had not previously heard of it. "That judgment is 
slanted and devoid of any grounds,” he stated. He asserted that he 
had no personal ties with it and that the Argentine news story was 
"pure speculation." 


"The only organization to which 1 belong is my branch: the Bolivian 
Air Force," he stated. Ariel Coca indicated that he has asked the 
general command of the air force to put him on trial and convincingly 
prove, with evidence and witnesses, the charges against him. “I will 
never shirk my responsibility as a member of the Armed Forces," he 
said. 


Deep Rift 
La Paz PRESENCIA in Spanish 21 May 83 p 6 


[Text] Santa Cruz, 20 May--The MNRI in this district is sharply divided 
into two factions, which have been hurling charges at «ach other, 

and not just in this city but even in the provinces, where incidents 
and shootings have taken place, such as in San Jose de Chiquitos. 


The party led by the president of the republic has been unable to 
achieve harmony among its members. Two prominent heads of the party 
leveled charges of incomprehension at each other a few hours ago and 
even threatened to initiate criminal proceedings. 
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The department prefect, Joaquin Monasterio, was annoyed by the accusation 
of the head of the other MNRI faction, former Prefect Alcibiades Velarde, 
concerning the fraudulent management of the funds of the Departmental 
Civil Defense Committee and said that he would file suit. 


Velarde's faction staged a public demonstration on Thursday afternoon 
calling for the resignation of Prefect Monasterio (the-head of the 

other MNRI faction) and Mayor Sergio Antelo. Speakers at the demonstration 
claimed that these two authorities did not carry out party instructions 

and discriminated in favor of small groups. They were accused of 

helping only private enterprise. 


The so-called march of "democracy" went as far as the main square. 
Because of warnings by the other faction, there were no incidents 
in spite of the tension, but the police were kept on standing alert. 


The demonstration was attended by many of the people who are lodged 
in the "Plan 3,000," which was improvised after two squalls on the 
Pirai that left thousands homeless. 


Velarde said in his speech that the purpose of the march was to express 
complete support for President Siles Zuazo and to ask him to appoint 
new authorities. 





Interior Minister 


It has been announced that the interior minister wi.l be arriving 
here to end the stalemate and settle other regional problems, such 
as the lockout of employees at banks, which closed their doors to 
the workers. 


Monasterio and Velarde had decided a few days ago to work together, 
when the local press photographed the two embracing. All indications 
were that they had settled their differences. 


Velarde said that his people have been in the party for 33 years, 
not 3 and that they are "revolutionaries," rejecting the claim that 
they are only after "perks" [pegas]. 


The rally was preceded by persistent rumors, echoed by the local press, 
that an attempt would be made to take over government offices, some 
of which were consequently placed under police guard while others 
closed their doors. 

Hunger Strike 
La Paz PRESENCIA in Spanish 23 May 83 p 5 
[Text] Santa Cruz, 22 May--Almost 100 men and women activists of 


the MNRI began a hunger strike in this city calling for the resignation 
of Prefect Joaquin Monasterio and Mayor Sergio Antelo. 
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The faction to which the embattled authorities belong has also staged 
protests, which are customary by now in this country. 


Each MNRI faction is trying to prove that its members are in the majority 
in this city. Each is headed by a physician, former Prefect Alcibiades 
Velarde and Joaquin Monasterios, the current prefect. The latter 

stated on Saturday that there would be no change of authorities in 

Santa Cruz. 


The strife in the MNRI has caused the utmost concern in this district. 

The various groups, from the Pro Santa Cruz Committee on up, have 

appealed for unity in recent hours. They are warning about the consequences 
and urging squabbling politicians to give ground for the good of the 

region above all. 


These circles consider that such strife is damaging to the image of 
unity that Santa Cruz wishes to convey now that an intensive campaign 

is under way here for administrative decentralization and concrete 
decisions are already being made to establish a departmental government. 


Party Strife Hurts Country 
Cochabamba LOS TIEMPOS in Spanish 22 May 83 p 9 


[Text] The strife within the MNRI is damaging the democratic process 
and the country in general. We should ask whether the party has the 
right to create such a danger. The MNRI does not seem to have changed 
for the better; it has retained the shortcomings of its parent group. 


A few years ago, no one attached any importance to the MNRI. To the 
opportunists it was not a viable movement. Silez Zuazo vanished from 
the political scene for a long time. His influence had diminished 
sharply. His administration (1956-60) was branded rightwing (the 
IMF's Eder plan was imposed on us), thus confirming his reputation 

as a leader of rightist movements. At that time he was to the right 
of Paz Estenssoro, as Lechin said a short while ago. 


Silez Zuazo made a comeback during the decade of General Banzer and 

the rise of the MIR [Movement of the Revolutionary Left], which wanted 
to link the national revolution, which had been cut short in 1964, 

with the fall of Paz Estenssoro. The MIR rallied behind Siles Zuazo 
not because of his political experience but because he symbolized 

the abortive revolution. He had founded the MNRI but had very few 
followers. He became a leftist (contrasting with the prevailing Banzer 
regime), and it was this move that enabled him to make a comeback. 

Paz Estenssoro must have realized this at some point. 


Paz Estenssor’s mistake, in contrast to Siles Zuazo, was to get involved 
in the coup that toppled the government of Juan Jose Torres Gonzales. 

He did not remain with Banzer long, it is true, but long enough to 
lessen his political prospects, which could have been comparable to 

Juan Domingo Peron’s in Argentina some years later. 
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The MNRI gained strength as Siles Zuazo gained stature as head of Democratic 
and Popular Unity (UDP). In the two initial elections, the MNRI was 

almost nonexistent. The MIR and PCB [Bolivian Communist Party] did 

the work. Until then, Felix Rospigliosso and Mario Velarde were unknown 

to the masses. Siles Zuazo was almost alone in the MNRI and he therefore 
took an interest in the 20th Century group, which was initiaily an 
environmentalist organization. 


Just as Siles Zuazo seemed to be drifting towards the MIR because his 

own party was not working, he regained his autonomy and strove to 
reinvigorate the MNRI. Felix Rospigliosso and Mario Velarde drew 
closer to him. In light of the possibly imminent fall of the military 
regime, the enthusiasm in Lima made the internal strife even clearer. 
A cabinet was even tried out before Siles returned to the country. 


The squabbling arose before Siles took office as president of the 
republic. Rospigliossi turned down the post of interior minister 
because Siles gave in to the MIR's pressures and assigned it six ministries. 
That was the end of cordial relations, and 3 months later he was excluded 
from the government. Rospigliossi has opposed the MIR and was the reason 
why it has drifted away from and even broken with other factions of 

his tattered party. 


Given the pecularities of our politics, the MNRI has remained in power 
with the cooperation of the Communist Party, which holds two ministries 
(though some claim it has more influence) and the Christian Democrats, 
who control one ministry. It has destroyed the UDP, which could have 
been an acceptable venture. 


Given the experience of its parent party, the MNRI could have been a 
party of modern ideas and organization. It suffers from the same 

virus that divided the MNR [Nationalist Revolutionary Movement], which 
they are now saying belongs to the past and which gave rise to many 
separate parties. Its leaders should have isolated the disease and 
brought in new blood. Siles Zuazo could have acted more energetically, 
but it is a complicated matter now that his party is fragmented. 
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EMERGENCY FARM PLAN FAILS TO MEET OBJECTIVES 
La Paz PRESENCIA in Spanish 23 May 83 p 5 


[Text] The emergency plan drawn up by technical organisms of the government 
to confront the food shortage caused by the drought and floods "has begun 
halfheartedly for lack of more dynamic official decisions," according to of- 
ficial reports. 


The program was drawn up mainly to encourage winter planting and provide more 
Credit and supply facilities so that the producers have more incentive to 
produce more. 


However, the plan collided with lack of financirg and at “this point, the time 
for planting is practically over." 


The plan required overall financing of $60 million which so far has not become 
concrete. This week the Central Bank of Bolivia confirmed the dispersement of 
the first credit of 1 billion Bolivian pesos through the Agricultural Bank for 
producers interested in expanding their winter planting. 


However, nothing official was known about other parts of the plan such as the 
provision of seeds and fertilizer, also planned to encourage production. 


Experts consulted by PRESENCIA indicated that, in addition to the official de- 
lay in obtaining funds and supplies, "more dynamic action at the operational 
level in the field” was needed. According to what they said, this has not 
occurred. 


They also indicated that nothing can be done about the time elapsed. If money 
is obtained in the next few days, it will no longer be used to encourage win- 
ter planting. 


The new minister of agriculture, campesino affairs and livestock affairs, Rey- 
naldo Mercado, denied this week that the plan has failed. He said that it 
has begun, for example, at the level of the regional development corporations. 


However, the technicians consulted maintain that those crops are not the "nor- 
mal, seasonal ones.” Consequently, according to the report, the increased 
production that the Emergency Agrarian Plan wanted to fight the food shortage 
will not become reality. 
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Therefore, the country runs the risk of facing a greater shortage in 120 days 
unless government authorities cover the deficit with new imports. 


The COB [Bolivian Labor Federation] and the Sole Trade Union Confederation of 
Peasant Workers Of Bolivia supported the Emergency Agrarian Plan and warned 
that if it was not carried out, the national majority would be threatened by 
a "great hunger." 


Consequences 


The Emergency Agrarian Plan itself, as justification, indicated that the losses 
caused by the drought and the floods represented $308, 358,000 throughout the 
country. To take care of the shortage, the country would have to import about 
$200 million in food. The other alternative to avoid new imports was execu- 
tion of the agrarian plan. 





In the justification, the plan noted the social problems caused by the drought 
and floods: increased epidemics, dehydration due to lack of water, increased 
gastroenteritis and malnutrition due to loss of crops. This, in turn, will 
Cause greater mortality, especially among infants. 


According to the plan, the food shortace will cause a drop in the consumption 
of calories per person. It is estimated that the average Bolivian man now 
consumes 1,500 of the 2,500 calories that he should consume. Those 1,500 ca- 
lories will go down to 900 due to the food shortage. 


The plan also indicates that the school dropout rate in some rural Zones will 
reach 100 percent. "If there is no basic food or potable water, for example, 
education does not have priority." 


According to the report, the same problem has generated increasing country- 
city migration and migration toward development areas. According to the plan, 
last January the migration of male peasants began. Now there is migration of 
women and children. This also generates "family disintegration." 


The plan indicates that the food shortage will cause social pressure in the 
cities for wage increases; it will also cause speculation and price decontrol. 
This social pressure, according to the plan, can even "undermine" the stabil- 
ity of the govermment and the democratic process. 


The report adds that the additional imports that could be made would only par- 
tially solve the shortage because only the needs of the cities would be met. 
"Food imports never went to the rural population." 

Plans 

Experts at the Ministry of Agriculture consulted by PRESENCIA added that the 


problems cited above are practically inevitable due to the impossibility of 
carrying out the Emergency Agrarian Plan 100 percent. 
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However, they warned that imports "will not be a solution." Consequently, 
there is the need to "carry out political and technical plans" to guarantee 
increased summer production. 


The plans to provide seeds, fertilizer and economic resources, according to 
the report, must be carried out in July, August and September so that summer 
planting can increase. 


These plans, according to the report, must be carried out by the top authori- 
ties of the Ministry of Agriculture and the government. 


7717 
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COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


COLUMNIST SCORES GOVERNMENT MEASURES TO AID FARMERS 
La Paz PRESENCIA in Spanish 22 May 83 pp 3, 13 


[Article by Luis Antezana Ergueta: “Recent Measures Do Not Solve Peasants' 
Problems" ] 


[Text] The goverrment recently dictated measures under pressure due to an up- 
rising of 1 million peasants in the districts of La Paz, Oruro and Potosi who 
completely blocked roads and left another million people without food. These 
measures will not solve the serious situation of the rural area. An analysis 
of the "12 decrees" recently dictated reveals important aspects. 


1. One decree authorizes the peasants to create their own transportation sys- 
tems. Actually, the peasants were never prevented from creating their own 
transportation systems so the measure is redundant. Many communities already 
have their equipment functioning and all food transportation in the peasant 
areas is in the hands of the rural workers themselves. The recent measure 
creates problems for the peasants by forcing them to register at the Ministry 
of Transportation to obtain "authorization," etc. This means a bureaucratic 
process to extort peasant transporters and make their activities more difficult. 


2. Price fixing. Four camittees were created to study "marketing and other 
aspects of production in the rural area," "the system of fixing and control- 
ling costs and prices of animal and vegetable products," "evaluation of the 
supply of electrical energy in the rural area” and "analysis of the situation 
of the Agricultural Bank." 


Of those measures, the one that refers to "price fixing and control” seems to 
be the most notable because its objective is to annul by decree the economic 
law of supply and demand. It will greatly hurt the peasants as it has so far. 


3. Emergency Agrarian Plan. An executive committee has been created to dir- 
ect the Emergency Agrarian Plan. However, that committee might not yield any 
results because the emergency plan itself is actually subjective and useless. 
It does not have money to be applied and its objectives are unreal—for exam 
ple, to have "winter crops” without water or seeds. 


4. Peasant participation. Peasant participation in some organisms of the 
Ministry of Peasant Affairs is established through members of the Peasant 
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Confederation, especially "for the formulation, evaluation, continuation and 
Supervision of the development projects." The peasants will work on those 
projects “ad honorem.” This is a distraction measure. 


2. Doration of land to commmmities. Perhaps the most interesting decree re- 
fers to the donation of umworked govermment land to peasant commmities. In 
the first place, this decree is unnecessary because, according to the Agrarian 
Reform Law, amy peasant or commmmity can ask for goverrmment land without any 
limitation through a simple request to the Agrarian Reform Council. 


In the second place, the recent decree only authorizes community peasants to 
ask for goverrment land, ignoring the peasants of former estates. It is dis- 
Criminatory, ignoring the great majority of rural workers who must continue 
living condemned to small estates. This measure is also limited to unculti- 
vated govermment land, ignoring thousands and thousands of hectares of estate 
land that is abandoned today. This constitutes the basis, the integral part 
of the land for which the peasants fight. 


On one hand, the measure referring to goverrment land is discriminatory and 
Only helps commmities. It goes against former tenant farmers. On the other 
hand, it favors the old feudal estate system. It is a bourgeois landowner's 
measure. 


Other Aspects 


Actually, the most significant measure is the one that includes the eastern 
sugar workers under the General Labor Law. This will unquestionably encourage 
agriculture in that region in spite of the deficiencies of that law. 


Also the recently overcome peasant crisis was the result of the total neglect 
of the rural area in agriculture and livestock matters. In view of that re- 


ality, the peasants are beginning in a new uprising in search of solutions. 


Since the recent measures have not solved the rural problems, the agrarian 
question continues latent. In the future, the country must expect broader 
and stronger peasant actions than occurred in the middle of April. 


7717 
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BRIEFS 





COMMITTEE 5xARS POLITICIANS--Cochabamba, 21 May—The Second National Congress 
Of Neighborhood Councils opened last night in this capital with a special ce- 
remony. It was attended by departmental authorities, delegates from the inter- 
ior of the country and special guests. On that occasion, the delegates men- 
tioned the statements they will present at this congress where the political 
and economic situation of the country will be analyzed: the basic tasks of 
the neighborhood councils concerning the environment and their contacts with 
the municipal authorities. Mayor Hugo Montero Mur gave a cordial welcome to 
the delegates from all over the country and remarked on the intention of the 
Municipal mayors to work in close contact for the benefit of the commnity. 
Starting at 9 am, the delegates formed the committees that will analyze econo- 
Mic and political aspects of development. At the same time, a “check” was made 
of the delegates attending. Active political members cannot speak in the de- 
liberations or in the committees. Flaviano Unzieta recommended that the dele- 
gates work responsibly because "this will give an example of the deepening of 
democracy based on work.” [Text] [La Paz PRESENCIA in Spanish 22 May 83 p 9] 
77)7 


TRACTORS TO FARMERS--Sucre, 22 May-—-Farmers in this district will receive a 
shipment of tractors as part of the government plan to improve agricultural 
tasks and achieve greater production yield, according to official reports. 
The 105 tractors will be delivered on 25 May as part of the Chuquisaca civic 
celebration. The president of the republic and other high goverrment authori- 
ties have promised to attend. The mechanization of agriculture in this depart- 
ment is an old aspiration which now becomes more urgent in view of the natural 
calamities that afflict the country with a subsequent drop in agricultural pro- 
duction. That is why the announced jelivery of those tractors has led to fa- 
vorable comments here in the hope that similar actions will occur more fre- 
quently. [Text] [La Paz PRESENCIA in Spanish 24 May 83 p 7] 7717 
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COUNTRY SECTION CHILE 


FORMER MINISTER VALDES ON ESTABLISHMENT OF DEMOCRACY 
PY180330 Santiago HOY in Spanish 1-7 Jun 83 pp 14-16 


[Interview with Gabriel Valdes Subercaseaux, former foreign minister and cur- 
rent president of the Chilean Christian Democratic Party, granted to Isabel 
Hohlberg, upon his return from a tour through Europe] 


[Excerpt] [Question] You met with seven European presidents. What can you 
tell us about these meetings? 


[Answer] In all these meetings I have reaffirmed the idea that Latin America 
needs special treatment, because it is a continent where very serious crises 
can be unleashed, crises that can also undermine the international balance. 
Europe knows well enough that it cannot«solve its problems before solving 
those of Latin America. 

"As far as Chile is concerned, it is not a country which inspires interest 
neither because of its regime nor for its economic model. It calls attention 
because within an ideological strategy it follows a closed economic model; 
and in the political field, Chile stands out like a gray stain in a continent 
which is turning green, and therefore it awakens a special interest." 


[Question] When you returned to Chile in January 1981, after 10 years at the 
United Nations, you said that you did not want to make hasty remarks without 
further information. How do you see the country now? 


[Answer] Worse than 2 years ago. I see it pigeonholed in an overall crisis 
because no investment had been made during the past decade, neither of faith 
in the future, nor of culture or industry. It is a country which has lived 
in fear, immersed in a world of consumerism; I see a government that does not 
know where to go, that holds tight to power while it is gradually losing its 
authority. It has the force which inspires fear, but does not lead to con- 
sensus; I see the Chilean industry inruins, and an unemployment rate which 

is not only the cause of moral decay, but of an economic backwardness, with 
sectors which have been foresaken by the implementation of foreign model made 
up on the blackboard.... This ig not a country in happiness. The nations 
which are facing a crisis are also happy, such as Brazil where a democracy 

is being created, being built, where there is dialogue. This is a country 
which is not creating.... 














[Question] For some government followers President Pinochet's 20 May speech 
was a call for unity. How do you interpret it? 


[Answer] I think it is a call to the supporters of the regime to maintain or 
regain their lost faith, but the speech has no positive or constructive idea 
for what I consider the great majority of the Chileans who are convinced that 
the regime does not know which way it is heading. 


[Question] Can you sense that "silence and demoralization" among the govern- 
ment supporters or do you think that they are just changing sides? 


[Answer] I think that those persons who placed their faith in this gove.nment 
thought that Chile had found the answer to its most basic problems of order 
and economic growth. But that faith which was maintained beyond all reason 
due to the illusion of an economic growth, has been lost due to ideological 
or practical reasons, and now they are completely discouraged andhave adopted 
an opposing attitude. There is no permanent regime that does not exhaust 
itself except for democracy because it includes everyone and allows changes. 


[Question] Could you give us your opinion on the example of a stadium in 
which 95 percent of the spectators support the local team and 5 percent the 
visiting team? 


[Answer] I think that the situation is the other way round. That if there 
were 2 stadium in which all of us who are against the system, for some good 
reason and not because of hatred or personal ambitions, were allowed to ex- 
press ourselves we would surely be able to prove that the massive support, 
through a secret voting system, would be for a return to democracy. 


[Question] Do you feel that President Pinochet was also referring to you when 
he charged the opposition of taking advantage of the current situation and 
telling lies? 


[Answer] No, not at all, except for the fact that I have never concealed my 
full disagreement with the government. By no means are we taking advantage 
of the current situation because we have always stated that this regime would 
have an unhappy ending, that the economy was not sound and that an erruptive 
atmosphere was being created by limiting the congress’ activities and con- 
trolling the universities. So far the situation which has been created has 
not erupted but it has already started to become evident through rumors and 
whoever fails to hear them is deaf and whoever fails to see them is blind. 
The people have begun to express their disagreement and could shortly start 
to do so more violently. What we have maintained since long ago is that the 
changes should be made in time if not they will just impose themselves and 
a country like ours, which has endured so many traumatic experiences, cannot 
afford another violent experience. 


[Question] Although the number of persons who request the government to make 


changes increases everyday, Pinochet has clearly stated that he will not modi- 
fy the set guidelines. What harmonious solution do you see for this problem? 
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[Answer] We should continue protesting so that those in charge of conducting 
the country may hear our demands. I think we should expect even larger pro- 
tests since there isn't even a desire to carry out changes as the president 
clearly stated in his last speech. What will happen is that Chile will ex- 
perience the same historical process as many other countries in which the 
authorities become deaf. In the end history tramples over them because it is 
always too late when they do take measures.... The important thing at present 
is to be aware of the need to do everything and fast, which means returning 
to the people their sovereignty, freedom to express themselves, to do away 
with Article No 24, return the judicial branch to its full autonomy and cre- 
ate the necessary mechanisms to lead us to a constituent assembly. 


[Question] What schedule would you suggest for that process? 


[Answer] Not a very long one. The deadlines depend on the peoples’ will and 
the country cannot hang on to a regime like this one for more than 1 year. We 
must start straightaway since in Argentina it took them 9 months to establish 
the electoral registers.... 


[Question] Union leader Javier Leturia has stated that it is now up to the 
government to take the first step seeking a national consensus. | 


[Answer] I fully agree with him. It would not only be unfair but also sar- 
castic to expect the opposition to make the first move. I would expect the 
government to make a call to all political and social forces to seek a con- 
sensus. 


[Question] With which political sector would you agree to hold a dialogue 
and with which one would you agree to form a government? 


[Answer] I am willing to hold dialogue with anyone. I would not exclude any 
one who has a democratic conception. We are holding talks with important 
rightist and leftists sectors because everyone should be included so long as 
they express their desire to exercise a democracy which is neither a protected 
nor a peoples’ democracy. From the Christian Democratic Party's point of view 
we will be able to reach an easy understanding with the Social Democratic Party, 
with the socialist movement which has proved to be democratic, with sectors 

of the democratic right. I believe that the effort cannot be made by sectors. 
The time in which it was attempted to make everyone believe in the same ideology 
is now being replaced by a desire to establish a democracy in a country in 
which the civilian sectors are uniting. I would not desire an anti-military 
civilian sector. I believe that the armed forces have a great responsibility 
and would not like them to be dishonored or despised by the community, quite 
the contrary, I would like them to disengage themselves in time from this 
effort they have made and return to their respectful and necessary natural 
duties. 


[Question] How long do you think this consensus can last, taking into account 
that the forces which today are united and talking a year ago were very dis- 
tant? 
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[Answer] I see it becoming increasingly strong. Since we signed the Demo- 
cratic Manifesto in March more people and movements are willing to join this 
effort. We are preparing concrete proposals for the future to submit 

them to the country and prove that chaos will not follow this regime. We 
will shortly be in conditions to disclose a package of realistic solutions 
which will reflect the desire of the majority sectors. 


[Question] Rightist sectors are seemingly trying to reedit the state coun- 
cil's draft constitution. Do you think that that formula could be a solution? 


[Answer] I don’t know why they have suddenly remembered that draft since it 
could have been implemented at its time. The text of that draft, undoubtedly, 
is the nearest thing to a democracy but it is only an intermediate solution 
in which I do not believe because Chile is in no need for patching up. 


[Question] EL MERCURIO’s political weekly column of Sunday 22 issue talks 
about a rational opposition which focuses its actions within a framework of 
calmness and moderation, it advocates non-violent actions and a gradual 
returm to democracy.... 


[Answer] I believe that what they have done is to acknowledge reality. EL 
MERCURIO has always been very sharp in noticing the changes which take place 
in the Chilean society. What I am worried about is that the acknowledgement 
should come too late, that the breach between the public and the government 
should widen. We are seeking a consensus because the objective here is not 
that one sector should defeat the other nor seek unconditional surrenders, we 
are seeking to emerge unharmed from this dilemma but if we do not do so it 
will be the government's fault rather than the opposition's. 


I have a feeling that the government has lost all control since January and 
that the economic crisis has put an end to this phase. There has been no 
government, no power in Chile for the last few months and when I say that there 
has been no government I mean it in the sense that there has been no projec- 
tion toward the future. There is no horizon, no constructing, no sowing, 
nothing is being done to create a country. I visualize a narrowing tunnel 
without an exit if a political opening is not carried out. The country is 
prudent and realistic and instead of chaos and disorder the whole Chilean peo- 
ple should now be enjoying a moment of responsibility and maturity. What 
those who have suffered during the past few years, the poor, the unemployed, 
will request is that they now be given a chance and an effort should be made 
to redeem that poor sector and allow it to participate with a constructive 
spirit. I don't think they will seek to regain those rights through violence 
today but they will do so in the future if their requests are not fulfilled 

in time. 


CSO: 3348/482 
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COUNTRY SECTION CHILE 


FORMER JUNTA MEMBER SUPPORTS PROTEST AGAINST GOVERNMENT 
PY201715 Rio de Janeiro 0 GLOBO in Portuguese 19 Jun 83 p 30 
[By correspondent Florencia Varas] 


[Text] Santiago--"The Chilean situation is very serious, and the governmant, 
instead of seeking dialogue, hardens its position, thus running the risk of 
pushing the country into a deadend street." This warning was voiced by former 
member of the Military Junta General Gustavo Leigh who was separated from 

the government in 1980, and last week came out in support of the protest 
demonstrations against the regime of President Augusto Pinochet who has been 
facing in recent months the most militant opposition in his 10 years of go- 
vernment. 


"Hardening positions at this time reveals a lack of historical vision," Leigh 
said emphatically. He was expelled from the air force through a decree 

signed by Pinochet who considered him "to be incapable of performing his func- 
tions." Leigh now makes a modest living from a small real estate company. 


For a man who was commander of the Chilean Air Force, this change of career 

is difficult, to say the least. However, it is not because of the difficulties 
implied in that change, but rather because of the recession, which keeps him 
practically idle as a small businessman, that Leigh levels the strongest 
criticism at the government in which he participated at one time. 


Referring to the arrest last Wednesday of Rodolfo Seguel, one of the leaders 

of the protest against Pinochet, Leigh said: "The arrest of labor leader Seguel 
is an unusual and unnecessary demonstration of power. To arrest one man, six 
men were sent without a warrant, violence was used, and the law demanding 

that policemen identify themselves to make an arrest was violated." 


The former junta member deplores the transformation of Chile, “a democratic 
country which never had a totalitarian regime like this." In his opinion, 

the situation has come to a point in which, for instance, nobody can solve a 
political crime, "because all kinds of abuses are committed." He then 
recalls the killings perpetrated during the 11 May protest demonstration (the 
first great national protest demonstration against Pinochet) in the wake of 
which the government arrested two plainclothsmen accused of crimes, just to 
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let them go free later for lack of evidence, "on the basis of investigations 
carried out by governmental organs." 


General Leigh then said: "We Chileans used to laugh at Central American 
dictators, Trujillo who ordered his daughter's picture printed on bills, and 
the Somozas. It was like watching from a box the spectacle staged by those 
dictators. Now we had better remain silent. We have nothing to say." 


General Leigh likens what is happening in Chile today to what happened in 1973 
when the armed forces deposed President Salvador Allende. Just like Allende, 
Leigh says, the current government is deaf to the appeals by high-ranking 
officers to change the country's political course. 


Leigh stresses that "Pinochet refuses dialogue, he does not want to make con- 
cessions because he feels that it is a sign of weakness." 


Against that backdrop Leigh analyzes last week's events related to the second 
great protest demonstration in Crile. 


He said: "It was an impressive demonstration that would make any politician 
think about what is happening. Accusing the Communist Party (as Pinochet did) 
is refusing to open the eyes to reality." 


Leigh then added: "I even think that the violence last Monday was not caused 
by the elements backing the protest, but rather by government elements who 
wanted to cast the movement in a nonpeaceful light, or by extreme left ele- 
ments who want to accelerate theprocess." 


In the former military junta member's opinion, there are some urgent problems 
which must be resolved in Chile, such as, the country's immediate return to 

a state of law, clearly differentiating the authority of the executive and 
legislative branches so that the latter will truly act as an organ for con- 
trolling the former. Part of this problem is that of judicial independence. 


The end of censorship and the restoration of freedom of expression: and opinion 
are other questions which must be immediately resolved, according to Leigh. 

He also noted that the solution to the economic crisis must include negotia- 
tions with the workers. 


Lastly, Leigh considers that the doors must be opened to all the exiles. 


He said that "it is important for all exiles to be allowed to return," but 
observed that if anyone has any question pending in court, he should be 
brought to trial in independent and impartial tribunals. 


General Leigh explains: "I adhered to the protest because I cannot remain in- 
different to what happens in my country. As one of the architects of the 1973 
movements, I feel duty-bound to tell the government that it is wrong and that 
it has to open up. In sum, I have to tell it that the process toward demo- 
cracy must be accelerated in Chile, before it is too late.' 


52 








The way Leigh sees it, the solution for Chile is democracy because its world 
image is damaged and because its internal front is badly divided. As for 
the Civic-Military Movement in support of the regime, a movement which 
Pinochet proposed as a solution, Leigh expressed strong disagreement: 


"The Chilean Armed Forces cannot engage in politics. If the government wants 
to create a civilian movement in its support, it should also permit the oppo- 
sition to create its movements (political parties are banned under the 1980 
Constitution)." 


While General Leigh is talking to us, the main news of the day is heard over 
the radio: Groups of demonstrators invaded downtown Santiago in protest 

over the imprisonment of labor leader Seguel, and the copper miners announced 
a strike in solidarity with Seguel. Leigh's [word indistinct] became even 
more serious, and, as though he could not hope for better times, made this 
comment: "You can see. This climate of opposition will grow by the day, un- 
less the government decides to hold a sensible dialogue, and steers a transi- 
tion to democracy.” 


CSO: 3342/135 








COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


BRIEFS 


TRADE WITH USSR--Gustavo Tobon Londono, director of the Colombian Foreign 
Trade Institute, has reported that the Soviet Union is interested in accept- 
ing Colombian coffee, rice, textiles, and garments in exchange for its parti- 


cipation in several projects like the hydroelectric plant in Urra. [Summary] 
[PA182149 Bogota EL SIGLO in Spanish 13 Jun 83 p 1] 


CSO: 3348/475 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


RESULTS OF GOVERNMENT'S AGRICULTURAL POLICIES ANALYZED 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 9 May 83 p 4A 
[Article by Levi Vega M.] 


[Text] As the first year of the administration of President Luis Alberto 
Monge Alvarez draws to a close, the Costa Rican agriculture sector has not 
given a decisive answer to the Back to the Land program that was promulgated 
as one of the cornerstones of the president's administration. 


This is the opinion of the various sectors that participate in agriculture and 
livestock activities, but that opinion is not shared by Agriculture and Live- 
stock Minister Francisco Morales Hernandez, who has reiterated that he is 
satisfied with his work and with the way this program has been carried out. 


The confidence that people who till the soil had in the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture, as the entity that would be setting the guidelines for the plan which 
was supposed to revitalize production and exportation, has diminished con- 
siderably. 


Farmers and ranchers raise their voices in protest day after day, while 
several organizations, as in the case of Perez Zeledon, have gone to the 
extreme of declaring the minister of agriculture a persona non grata on the 
basis of repeated complaints that his office was doing nothing. 


Other trade associations, such as the Chamber of Basic Grains and the Federa- 
tion of Livestock Chambers, have not seen in the minister "the man who makes 
concrete decisions to solve his problems,” in the words of some of their 
leaders. 


When asked about this, and about the fact that some organizations have even 
called for his resignation, Minister Morales merely states: "It is a nuisance 
to have to deal with these matters, because they are groundless. I think I 
have the confidence of President Monge, and that is enough to keep me happy. 
Therefore, I will remain minister as long as I have presidential support." 


Through its chief, the Agriculture Ministry was able to gain publicity in the 
country during its first months, with a series of announcements made at weekly 





press conferences. The announcements concerned projects that many termed 
"fantastic" because they were supposedly impossible to put into practice. 


After half a year, the same press damaged the credibility of many other an- 
nouncements, and doubt began to invade much of public opinion. 


Production 


Although one of the goals of the Back to the Land program was to increase 
production and exportation, that objective was not achieved for a number of 
products. There were shortages of rice, beans, corn, sorghum and cacao, among 
other products, including meat and sugar. 


The smaller harvests were caused by various factors, including the lack of 
incentives for farmers through timely, low-interest loans with clearly defined 
collateral. 


Another important factor, in the case of rice, beans, sugar ard meat, was the 
reluctance to set prices that would give producers a reasonable profit margin, 
according to statements made on various occasions by agricultural organiza- 
tions. 


In addition to this situation, stemming from the failure to make political 
decisions, there were natural problems, such as drought, which led to consid- 
erable losses in rice and bean production. Moreover, interest rates served as 
a disincentive for producers. 


To cope with the shortages this year, the government has been forced to import 
rice, beans, corn, sorghum and soybeans. According to official data, these 
imports cost as much as 800 million colons. As recently as the middle of last 
year, we also had to import sugar from Brazil. 


These shortages have led trade organizations such as the National Union of 
Small and Medium Agricultural and Livestock producers to state that the goals 
set forth for the Back to the Land program, as far as production is concerned, 
"have been negative in this first year of the administration.” 


Exports 


Traditional commodities such as coffee, bananas and meat have been seriously 
affected; with grains, the problem has been price. 


The international market has not attained an adequate price that would allow 
producers as well as the country to regain their economic equilibrium some- 
what. This first year of the Monge administration has ended up with a sur- 
plus of some 1 million 60-kilo bags. 


The banana situation has been plagued with the oversupply of the world market, 
and by the cancellation of purchase contracts by the Compania Bananera Atlan- 
tica Ltda (COBAL) for eight fruit producers. Furthermore, the banana company 
announced its withdrawal from the southern zone to replace its bananas with 
African palm. 
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Banana producers say there is a lot of uncertainty among them because the 
government has not defined "a serious and responsible policy" in this area. 


The quantities of bananas that were not exported last year, at considerable 
loss to the country and businessmen, were substantial. The present prospects 
for the production and marketing of this fruit are not the best. Cacao pro- 
duction fell from 20,000 to 5,000 tons as a result of Monilea pod rot. 


As for meat, packing plants were forced to suspend cutting for exportation at 
the beginning of the government's first year, last 30 April, due to a lack of 
raw materials. 


Livestock producers claim that they are hemmed in by taxes that hinder acti- 
vities in that sector. 


MAG Speaks 


Minister Morales, however, is optimistic about the recovery of both production 
and exports, 


He reported that his ministry has achieved positive results in establishing 
priorities according to crops and programs. Top priority is given to tradi- 
tional commodities such as coffee, sugarcane, bananas, cacao and meat. On th: 
second level are corn, beans, milk and vegetables, and then come non-tradi- 
tional products: coconuts, "pejibaye,” cardamom and others. 


For this plan, he said, the ministry worked with the Central Bank to coord- 
inate a loan for approximately 13 billion colons. He announced accomplish- 
ments in the area of agrochemicals and fertilizers during this first year. 


He also indicated that, despite the economic crisis, production results were 
not long in coming in the first year. The specific achievements are as fol- 
lows: 


The coffee harvest rose by 553,000 fanegas; during the 1981-82 period, 
production amounted to 2,260,000 fanegas, while in the 1982-83 period it 
totaled 2,813,000 fanegas. 


Sugar exports went from 44,218 metric tons during the 1981-82 harvest to 
58,253 metric tons in the harvest just finished, an increase of 14,035 metric 
tons. 


White corn production in 1981-82 totaled 82,868 metric tons from 49,220 hec- 
tares; in 1982-83 a total of 87,626 metric tons was harvested from 56,312 
hectares. 


Morales pointed out, on the other hand, that the agriculture sector is still 
the greatest generator of jobs in the country. 


In the report on its first year, the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock 


(MAG) emphasizes its action on a series of projects to be implemented, many of 
which are awaiting the ratification of various international loans by the 
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Legislative Assembly. The short-term goal is to go beyond the 831,000 metric 
tons of food currently produced, to attain a total of more than 1.1 million 
tons. These figures, says the report, reveal the magnitude of the challenge 
that faces this ministry. 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


DROUGHT IN GUANACASTE CALLED ‘NAIONAL TRAGEDY’ 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 29 May 83 p 12A 
[Article by Levi Vega] 


[Text] Canas, Guanacaste—The severe drought that is plaguing this province 
has forced farmers to hold off on planting more than 10,000 hectares in corn 
and sorghum, it was learned here yesterday during a visit by the second vice- 
president of the republic, Armando Arauz, along with other government offi- 
cials and deputies. 


Members of the Local Emergency Committee and of the Regional Development 
Council stated that the drought has become not only a regional tragedy, but a 
national calamity as well. 


These spokesmen asked the authorities who visited this city (among whom were 
Minister of Agriculture and Livestock Francisco Morales Hernandez and his 
counterparts from Panama and Guatemala) to proceed with urgency to approve an 
extension so that the Emergency Committee can continue to function, along with 
the respective financing, until next November. 


They added that it will no longer be possible to plant 8,000 hectares in corn 
and 2,000 hectares in winter sorghum, even if it were to rain today, because 
the season has already passed. 


This means that 10,000 hectares that were readied for cultivation will repre- 
sent losses for their owners, who had invested huge sur< in their preparation. 


Meanwhile, the water level in river beds and many wells continues to drop, as 
reports come in from La Cruz and Cuajiniquil of livestock deaths. In Mur- 
cielago, where the Institute for Agrarian Development has a field station, 
three animals die each day, of a herd of 400 run by sharecroppers there. 


On the other hand, a considerable number of farmers, more than 1,000, have 
been left with planted and fertilized land that they are unable to cultivate; 
small farmers in Bagaces and on the Nicoya Peninsula received seeds and fer- 
tilizer that had been donated by the United Nations Food and Agricuiture 
Organization (FAO) to help bolster production in those areas. 
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Tour 


Under a blazing sun, Vice-President Arauz, accompanied by the agriculture 
ministers of Panama (Frank Omar Perez), Guatemala (Leopoldo Sandoval) and 
Costa Rica (Francisco Morales Hernandez), toured various areas of Guanacaste, 
which is dry all over and shows no signs of rain. In addition to looking at 
drought-affected areas, the officials also observed the projects to channel 
the Las Palmas River and to divert the Tempisque River. 


The Panamanian minister said that in his country, four privinces have been 
severely damaged by the same phenomenon, and as a consequence 5,000 head of 
cattle have already died. He explained that his government is making a great 
effort to deal with this situation, which is affecting the central area of 
Panama, principally. 


The Guatemalan minister stated that in his country the problem is beginning to 
be resolved, since last week it began to rain in the areas most seriously 
affected by the drought. 


Vice-President Arauz stated that in evaluating the damages sustained to date, 
agricultural losses in 1982 alone totaled 1.5 billion colons, while livestock 
losses, estimated on the basis of 30 kilos per head, reached 1 billion colons. 


All this, stressed Arauz, can be termed a veritable national tragedy, consid- 
ering the losses that have already been suffered so far this year, which will 
result in lower production. 


The vice-president noted that right now only rice ans cotton planting can be 
contemplated, assuming that the weather normalizes and there are no anomalies 
between July and November, when planting and harvesting tux place. 


He also announced that the hay season has ended, and honey, cottonseed and 
some salt production are all that remain. Meanwhile, he added, wells will 
continue to be opened, and the ministry will request permission from the Costa 
Rican Electricity Institute (ICE) to transfer 1,000 head of cattle to the 
vicinity of Lake Arenal, where the grazing is better. 


Drought 


Arauz, indicating that the drought seems to be going on forever, with no sign 
of rain, stated that this very week he will work with the Legislative Assembly 
to ensure passage of the allocation of 50 million colons to extend the emer- 
gency plan, and to speed approval of the contingency fund for the payment of 
damages. 


The situation in this region is dramatically evident. Livestock search des- 
perately for fodder and water in pastures where there is nothing but dirt and 
rocks. 


At the edges of the roads one can see livestock that come to scrounge among 
what is left of the dry grass, while they unsuccessfully try to find refuge 
from the sun. 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


GOVERNMENT TO DISTRIBUTE LAND TO 10,000 FAMILIES 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 2 Jun 83 p 2A 


[Text] The executive president of the Agrarian Development Institute (IDA), 
Jose Manuel Salazar Navarrete, announced yesterday that approximately 10,000 
families will benefit from the redistribution of land over the next 3 years. 


He presented a detailed report to the Government Council on the current land 
ownership situation, which was termed "explosive" recently by Interior Min- 
ister Alfonso Carro Zuniga. 


Salazar Navarrete confirmed that there is a severe strain on the land in some 
parts of the country, such as Chomes, Limon, San Carlos and Coto Sur, for 
example. 


In view of the gravity of the situation, the president of the republic 
proposed that those responsible for the government's Back to the Land program 
should provide complete and prompt information about the problems of the 
agrarian sector and progress in that program. 


Those responsible for the program are Agriculture Minister Francisco Morales, 
National Production Council Executive President Rodolfo Solano Orfila, and 
Salazar Navarrete. They, along with the head of planning, Claudio Volio, must 
conduct the study of agrarian issues, agricultural and commercial development, 
and inter-institutional relations between the former and productive sectors. 


The Government Council also analyzed the situation in the southern part of the 
country stemming from the cessation of banana cultivation by United Brands. 
That company is busy planting 9,000 hectares in African palm for the produc- 
tion of vegetable oil. 


This measure will leave 500 workers out of a job, which concerns the govern- 


ment. For that reason, it appointed a high-level commission to go to the 
region this weekend to confer with community representatives. 
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Land 


Acknow ledging that there is real pressure on the land ownership system, 
Salazar Navarrete pointed out that the IDA will soon enter a new phase of 
turning over settlements. 


He commented that a law was passed authorizing the issuance of 1 billion 
colons to his institution, of which approximately 900 million colons will be 
used for the new settlements policy. 


The distribution will begin next month, especially in Cartago and Limon. 


Salazar Navarrete indicated that each family will be given 10 hectares, on 
which they can live easily. 


He reported that at present the IDA has applications for land from 8,000 
people. However, he noted that this figure is not reliable because many 
people have probably submitted several applications. 


The official asserted that of the 900 million colons, not a cent will be spent 
on expanding the bureaucracy. 


On the other hand, he expressed his belief, contrary to what many think, that 
in recent years land ownership has become more democratic in Costa Rica. 


He also reported that of the total of 1 billion colons, 100 million will be 
allocated to the payment of the nearly 400 million colons in debts contracted 
by that entity during the previous administration. 


Bananas 


As for the prevailing situation in the South, Minister of the Presidency 
Fernando Berrocal Soto recalled that last October the Government Council had 
named a special commission to study relations between the banana companies and 
the government. 


This commission, which is still active, should analyze this and other prob- 
lems that have arisen in recent months with the banana companies. 


With regard to the situation in the South, United Brands plans to replace com- 
pletely some 2,100 hectares of bananas with African palm. 


So far, 1,100 hectares have been converted. It is estimated, however, that by 
October the change-over will have been completed. 


The fruit company's decision will leave 500 employees out of work, which is of 
concern to the government. Thus, over the weekend Minister of the Presidency 
Berrocal and Finance Minister Federico Vargas will be sent to the region to 
study the situation with local representatives. 
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COUNTRY SECTLON CUBA 


FOREIGN RESIDENTS SAY HUMAN RIGHTS RESPECTED 


"Slander Campaign’ Condemned 
Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW in English 29 May 83 p 2 


[Text } 


residents 


@ HAVANA (AIN). — Foreign 
Cubs issued s statement the slander 


ment. 
After drawing attention to some of Cuba’s 
main ts in the fields of education, 


the great ma ty of 
tinents, with different religious beliefs 
ical ideas, they asserted. . 


The was headed by Cristién Gon- 
zilez, of the Chilean Committee of 
ty with the Antifascist Resistance; Vu 

Chi Chong, of .Vietnam; Imad jadas, PLO rep- 
resentative in Cube; Christine Delacroix. 
Association; Elio 


Olavo Gambos, of Angola; | ceseale Mazat, of 
Guatemala; and Jane McManus, representing 
the U.S. residents in Cuba. 


campeign being 
put into effect by countries whose mass media, 
on —, about Cube, would seem to be 
speaking of a country that is a figment of their 
imagination. 

“We are witness to Cuba’s everyday reality. 
and we are truly amazed at what is = 
written about this country and the 
Genie Se te See Ulae Matte eaten 

man nf guse they’re en 
by all and not only « few.” she said. 

Elio Olavo said that the document had been 
discussed with representatives of various nation- 
alities and that it is to be signed by the foreign 
residents. 7 











Residents’ Statements 


Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW in English 29 May 83 p 2 
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Nobody in Cuba is’ persecuted 
ideas. course, as in every other society, 
those who break the law are tried in court 
according to procedures established in the 
Penal Code. immense majority of those 
who had been sent to prison for counter- 
revolutionary activities have been released, 
in many cases long before they served their 
full sentence. All were given the oppor- 
tunity, like any other citizen, to be inte- 
grated into the society or to leave the 
country if they so desired. Torture, a rou- 
tine practice in many of the countries we 


come from, is prohibited by law in Cube.. 
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We are not ng to say that we live 
in an ideal z where no difficulties 
exist. These are problems of under- 
development that is the heritage of exploit. 
ing regimes that ruled Cubs before and of 
the constant attecks perpetrated by Cuba's 
enemies, especially successive US. admin- 


A great deal is said about the Universal 


tion on Human Rights, and we. can 
say once and for all that the principles 


in that declaration are met in Cuba's every- 
day life. 














COUNTRY SECTION 


CUBA 


U.S. JOURNALIST SCORED FOR DEFENDING 'SOMOZISTS’ 


Havana GRANMA WEEKLY in English 5 Jun 83 p ll 


[Article by Felix Pita Astudillo] 


[Text ] 


opposition in : 


a and fabricate the legitimacy it 
Se Greine of 


Penta a 
difficelt. commen 


job 
ormed ssctors of s... 
rimitive and schema 


in- 


poorly 
inion, 
Feclonical coneepe 


) 
the tie 
handled in the operation. It’s conventional 
procedure for these cases: the “assignment” is 


given tc a “pol 


reliable” journalist, the 


tically 
article “planted” in a Washington daily,’ and 
then distributed in- English for domestic U.S. 


consumption. 


“ days later the Pentagon 


circulates it in Spanish, for republicat . 


abridgemert or tranr's*ion into 


another 
age, by way of the -'nited States Information 
ce (USIS) «aad Latin American press. 


Wherever the United States has in 


can penetrate,-“The Anti-Sandinistas: A Le 
be reproduced. 


mate Liberation Force” will 
clear idea is to whitewash the bi 


e¢ or 
git 

he 
image 


of Somocismo and market the farce President 


Reagan has called “freedom fighters.” 


President Reagan promised his unconditional 
support, But he made a really bad choice from 
the start. In his anti-Sandinista peranoie, he 
called them “freedom fighters.” These are 

ople internationally known as mercenaries of 


ormer 
National Guard. 


dictator Anastasio Somoza’s hated 


Their critics in the United States, both in 


pub 


Congress and in other important circles of 
¢ opinion, picked up on this. From more 


rational but equally procapitalist positioris, 


Con, jonal 
gan hed wrongly ay 


ition pointed out that Rea- 
y backed sure loosers and that 


in doing so would, historically speaking, only 


alienate all the 
side with the 
jing in Nicar 
pluraliem. 


te forces who could never 
Ocistas and are still function- 
under the existing political 
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The president insisted on his west for 
federal funds for his counterrevolutionary 
venture. Meanwhile, the propaganda labs were 
quietly working away in a effort to 
influential sectors Of public Opin 0 
that there had been ac in the makeup 


Sreaitinntze” fighters” and 
“legitim as ” 
dintoste irtitating pitfalls along the path of 
political intervention. 


The article Ly Georgie Anne Geyer er, which 

below, is a clumsy attempt in rec- 

tion, When all is said and done, we should be 

thankful for Geyer’s simplistic political ap- 
proach: it’s that much easier to “dissect.” 


The mechanism whereby the article was 
distributed suggests the h It of a prope- 
ganda — “‘asel t.” “planting” and | 
The protessional backgrou a fre- 
quent recipient of USIS financing, (see 
“Uncle Sem’s Georgie Girl” by Fred Landis 
Covert Action No. 19, Spring-Summer 1983). 

_ The first strange thing in the dispatch is the 
initials of the distribution agency: ARF. What 
is the armed forces’ news agency doing 


distributing an article from The W. 


Times? , indicating a bureaucratic consul- 

tation process of at least three days for launch- 

ing the overseas operation. were the two trans- 

sion dates; ARF-519 (English version) of 

May 13, ies and ARF-111 (Spanish version) 
ay 16. 


Still more 1 are the recommendations 
to the effect that “Permission has been obtained 
for republication, abridgement and translation 
by USIS and ‘ocal press abroad.” With such 

idance” coming from the Pen , the 
theoreticians of t A ny) Ae 
sociation will surely find it hard to go on talk- 
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The last note from ARF is of a compulsory 
mature: next to the suthor’s name it should 
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The feature assigned to Geyer gives the lie 
to its intentions from the outset: the iti 


a. the material would have even 
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left to her is to shout “The 
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extraordinary 
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coming!” 
all, in 


SS 


step ahead to predict the down- 


“unpopular and deficient” 
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INTELLECTUALS ISSUE MESSAGE TO COLLEAGUES IN AREA 


Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW in English 22 May 83 p 7 


[Text ] 
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Puerto Rican peuple are free; and that 
human rights are respected by the terrible 
regimes in E! Salvador and Guatemala, 


But no campeign can wipe out the fine 
achievements of révolutionary governments, 
under very difficult conditions, or the sad 
situation of the other countries. 


We are well aware that the profound 
transformations under way or planned in 
our countries must arouse attacks and 
oy the part of | een eo 
and their eruupanans. ut we are 
to see notable writers and artists from other 
continents involved in this, surely confused 
by these campaigns. The sense of honor and 
truth on which intellectual work must be 
based obliges us to gy you, fellow 
ci.zens of the at Latin American and 
Caribbean homeland who are aware of our 
realities, who share similar situations in 
some of = ae and deserve ™ 
respect of our gues in many parts 
the world, that we may work her to 
break this other form of imperi block- 
ade: the information blockade, concealin 
or distorting the truth and manipulation o 
public opinion. 


We know full well that torture, exploita- 
fion, racism, unemployment, prostitution, 
colonialism and many other forms of human 
degradation still exist in the world today. 
But the way to combat them is not by point- 
ing the finger at places where they do not 
exist. Let us help show what is truly hap- 
pening in our lands and expose the true ag- 
aressors. As far as possible, let us help re- 
gain the word that has been taken from 
us, like other riches, by, the transnationals. 
Let us speak out the truth about ourselves, 


‘for all to hear. This is another way of 


— a war which would stert locally 
t would in all likelihood involve the 


-entire world. with terrible consequences for 


all. 
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Terry Agerkop (Suriname), Claribel Ale- 
a (El Salvador). Ricerdo Ale (Puerto 

ico), Alicia Alonso (Cuba), Santiago Al- 
varez (Cuba), Manuel José Arce (Guatema- 
la), Manlio Argucta (Ei Salvador), Arturo 
Arias (Guat a), Roberto Armijo (El Sal- 
vador), José Luis Barcércel (Guatemala). 
Cecil Belfon Sane. _ am 
(Nicaragua). Hans prino uriname), 
Ernesto Cardenal (Nica a), Luis Cardoza 
y Aragén (Guatemala). Merle Collin (Gre- 
nada), José Coronel Urtecho (Nicaragua), 
Juan Antonio Corretjer (Puerto =~ 
dro Chdévez Alfaro (Nicaragua), Jules Chin 
A. F (Suriname), Chris De (Gre- 
nada), John Defares (Suriname), Roberto 
Diaz Castillo (Guatemala), Eliseo Diego 


(Cuba), Robin R. Dobru (Suriname), Rober- 
‘to Fernandez 


to Retamar (Cuba), Manuel 
Galich (Guatemala), Nicolés — o~ 


Matos Paoli (Puerto Rico), Carlos Mejfa 
(Nicaragua), José Luis M 
(Puerto Rico), rie) Molina (Nicaragua), 
Augusto Monterroso (Guatemala), Rosario 
Murillo (Nicaragua), Antonio Nufiez Jimé- 
nez (Cuba), Roger Pérez de la Rocha (Nica- 


ragua), Portocarrero (Cuba), José An 
tonio Po (Cuba), Alfonso Quijada 
Urias (El ador), Luis Rocha (Nicara- 


a), José Napoleén ae (El Salva- 
), Mariano Rodriguez (Cuba), Juan Ro- 
driguez Cruz (Puerto ), Don Rojas 


Soe (El Salvador), Fernando Silva (Nica- 
ragua). Pedro Juan Soto (Puerto ). 
Clemente Soto Vélez (Puerto Rico), Orlan- 
do Sobalvarro (Nicaragua), Guillermo To 
riello (Guatemala), José Miguel Torres 
(Nicaragua), Leonel Vanegas -(Nicaragua), 
Nilita Vientos Gastén (Puerto Rico). 


May 2, 1983 
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“EW LABOUR PARTY UNITY UNDER SERAPHIN MAY BE DECEPTIVE 
Bridge 


[Text] 


CSO: 


Serephia Bamiaion -- Cer 
ra as rom 
al cblivion aiace the 
ast general election almost 


three yea to lead - 
once formidable . Domini 


Labour Party now ae 
consolidate its position with 
the electorate before the 
next general election con- 

stitutionally due in 1985. 

B. despite reports of the 
having burned ~ 

atc that caused it =e 
into different camps in 1 9. 
Seraphin. who himself led a 
splinter group of the DLP. 


will find it difficult to 

antire opposition ps 

movement rally behind him. 
Already there's dissension 


merger x “. ‘8 
Democratic Labour Party 
and Patrick John's Dominica 
Labour Party ~~ ex- 
pressing the 

a. 


=< Gee arning 
will sm his own gulitieal 


grouping. 
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town THE NATION in English 20 May 83 p 7 


Lennard “Pappy” Baptiste. 


DOMINICA 


Both Seraphin and john, 
former p of 
this 


conpelen for the leadership 


f th 
of Said Secephin: “As far es 


my supporters are con- 
cerned think they are 
— . that ane. is a 


newly reunited Labour Party 
said that the cam for 
the leadershi the 
unification oa 
secondary” 4&4 
struggle for leadership 
“became the prime factor 
with little thought or concern 
for the suffering masses” 

A resolution attached to 
the 8 statement said 
that both ohn and Baptiste 


had d “to sup 
Sera as leader aa thst 


both reed to withdraw 
their nominations for the 
post. (CANA) 








COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


BRIEFS 


TAIWANESE OFFICIAL DELEGATION--Roseau, Dominica, 20 Jun, CANA--A delegation 
from the Republic of China (Taiwan) headed by the Charge d'affaires of the 
Embassy in St Vincent P. C. Cheng has arrived here on a five-day official 
visit for talks with senior government officials on possible assistance to 
Dominica. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs today [said] that the delegation's 
visit is a result of an earlier visit to Taiwan by Prime Minister Eugenia 
Charles who had sought to attract investors. The delegation includes T.H. Fu 
the chief of agricultural technology and Ching Kuo Chu, the director of the 
gardening division. The ministry said the Taiwanese would hold talks with 
Prime Minister Charles and Agriculture Minister Heskieth Alexander and other 
senior government officials on possible assistance in the area of agriculture. 
[Excerpt] FL202047 Bridgetown CANA in English 1940 GMT 20 Jun 83] 


NEW POLITICAL PARTY--Roseau, Dominica, Tuesday, (AP)--A new political party, 
the Dominica Progressive Force, has been organised in Dominica, businessman 
Lenard Baptiste said today. Baptiste said the party would promote economic 
growth and stability. He said a steering committee had been named to take 
charge of the party until a party convention could be scheduled. Baptiste 
was involved in talks to merge the Democratic Labour Party and the Dominica 
Labour Party. He claimed later the merger had not been carried out demo- 
cratically. [Text] [Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 8 Jun 83 p 1] 
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COUNTRY SECTION ECUADOR 


BRIEFS 


REPORT ON INTERNATIONAL RESERVES--Official reports state that international 
reserves for period ending 31 May were $175.9 million, 63 percent less than 
last year. The manager of the Central Bank reported that to 1 June the re- 
serves showed "a significant growth" due to income from the export of oil. 
Earlier this week Ecuador reported that the IMF granted the country a standby 
credit of $157 million. The Ecuadorean authorities have also announced that 
the renegotiation for $2.5 billion of the $6,131,000,000 foreign debt ended 
last week. [Summary] [PA081538 Buenos Aires LATIN in Spanish 1238 GMT 4 Jun 
83] 


ITALIAN OFFICIAL'S VISIT--President Oswaldo Hurtado Larrea has met with Italian 
Technical Cooperation Minister (Giorgio Giacomeni) to discuss cooperation be- 
tween Italy and Ecuador. The Italian official said that he will meet with 

the ministers involved in development plans and added that Italy is interested 
in the projects that are of interest to the Ecuadorean Government. [Summary] 
[PA142218 Quito Cadena Ecuador Radio in Spanish 2300 GMT 13 Jun 83] 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


BRIEFS 


BARTER AGREEMENT WITH ROMANIA--El Salvador has traded 2,185 metric tons 
of coffee for 24,304 metric tons of Romanian fertilizer. The monetary 
equivalent of this deal is $3,048,384. The fertilizer, which has already 
arrived here, will be used on agrarian reform plantations. [Summary] 
(PA180304 Paris AFP in Spanish 0515 GMT 16 Jun 83 PA] 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BISHOP CITES IMPORTANCE OF ADULT EDUCATION 
FL220106 St Georges Domestic Service in English 2300 GMT 21 Jun 83 


[Text] Prime Minister Maurice Bishop has again underlined the fundamental 
importance of the adult education program Center for Popular Education, the 
CPE. In a speech at Sunday's military parade in St Patrick's to mark [words 
indistinct] Comrade Bishop described the adult education program as the most 
decisive program that the people of Grenada have been engaged in this year. 


[Begin Bishop recording] The adult education program in our country, which 

as our agricultural workers call it, our night school, is a program of great 
Strategic importance, great strategic importance for our country. It is a 
program that will make the difference between keeping out country in its pres- 
ent state of underdevelopment and pushing our country into the 2lst century, 
This program, led by Center for Popular Education, is a program that will 
truly help to liberate the minds of our people and help to liberate our eco- 
nomy from the clutches of impertalism. Jend recording} 


Prime Minister Bishop said that with the country becoming more industrialized, 
it is important that the people are trained to use different machinery effec- 
tively and efficiently. 


[Begin Bishop recording] And therefore. sisters and brothers, education for 
us is not only abowt giving individual self fulfillment and satisfaction to 
all individuals in our country, but education for us also mezns that we can 
greatly raise the level of political consciousness of our people. Education 
for us also means that we have the necessary trained people to be able to 
transform the economy and to help to provide a strong national economy in the 
shortest possible period of time. [end recording] 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


ST GEORGES PEACE CONFERENCE--The peoples of G-»nada, Nicaragua, and El Sal- 
vador have received support from Latin American and Caribbean delegates, who 
have just ended a conference on peace, detente, and disarmament in St Georges. 
The delegates expressed their support in a resolution which was read at the 
closing ceremony of the conferenee last night in the Teachers College. The 
resolution of Grenada called on the U.S. Administration to stop all military 
activities in the region which are aimed at intimidating the progressive 
Grenadian people. [Text] [PA200248 St Georges Domestic Service in English 
2300 GMT 19 Jun 83] 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANS 


GOVERNMENT CALLS ON UNIONS TO TAKE ON NEW ROLE 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 18 May 83 p 3 


[Text] Minister of Manpower and Co-operatives, Kenneth Denny has said Monday 
that trade unionism in Guyana has to take on a new role. 


Speaking at the opening of a six-week seminar Monday for shop stewards and 
supervisors organised by the Workers Education Unit, Minister Denny said that 
trade unions must place less emphasis on work stoppages and go-slow action and 
concentrate more on effective dialogue with management. 


The seminar is the twentieth leadership course organised by the Workers Educa- 
tion Unit. It is aimed at increasing the leadership skills of the participants 
in trade unionism. 


Minister Denny said that to pave the way for a transformation of the role of 
trade unions in Guyana, the Trades Union Congress (TUC) will shortly be meet- 
ing to change some of its laws, thus charting a new course for trade unionism. 


The Minister said he was dissatisfied with the level of worker participation in 
management and added that the participation of workers in managing enterprises 


is very important. 


He said the level of acceptance by both managers and workers has been disap- 
pointing. 


[In dealing more with management, Minister Denny said, “we have very poor manage- 
ment practices here, an area which has to be improved.” 
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COUNTRY 


SECTION 


COVERNMENT WEIGHS NEW REGULATIONS COVERING LOANS, BANK DEALS 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 14 May 83 pp l, 5 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


GOVERNMENT is- 


contemplating new 
legislation to deal with 
its financial borrowings 
and its dealings with the 
Kank of Guyana, ac- 
cording to a Bill read for 


the first time in the 
National Assembly 
vesterday. 


Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Finance 
Harold Singh presented 
the Bill yesterday on 
behalf of Vice-President 
Administration Desmond 
Hoyte, who has been 

ranted leave of absence 
rom Parliament until 
May 26 

The title of the Bill is 
‘Temporary Borrowings 
by Government 

Amendment of Existing 


Laws and Validation) 
3298/672 


_Act to 


Bill 1983. 
The Bill itself was not 
available but it was 


described on the Sup 
a on Order Paper 
as ‘‘a Bill intituled an 
amend the 
provisions contained in 
the Financial 

Administration and 
Audit Act and the Bank 
of Guyana Act regarding 
borrowings by the 
Government for the 
meeting -of current 
requirements, direct 
advances by the Bank of 
Guyana to the Govern- 


TT 


-ment and credit 
operations by that Bank 
with Government 


securities and to validate 
certain borrowings, 
advances and ow i 
of Government 
securities.’’ 

Cde. Singh in addition 
tabled in the House the 
annual report for the 
year 1962 of the Ministry 
of ‘Finance. 

On a motion from Vice- 
President for Party-State 
Matters, Cammie 
Ramsaroop, the House 
was adjourned to a date 
to be fixed. 


CUYANA 








MiNiSTRY OF FINANCE REPORT COVERS REVENUE, SHORTFALL 


eorgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 18 May 83 p 3 


THE Inland Revenue 
Department of the 
Ministry of Finance was 
able to achieve its 1982 
revenue target of $263.1 
million, while the 
Customs and Excise 
Department recorded a 
shortfall of $31,1 miliios. 

This was revealed by 
the 1982 annual report of 
the Ministry of Finance 
which was laid in the 
National Assembly 
Friday 

The report also said 
that durmng 1982, em- 
phasis was placed on the 
maintenance and im- 
provement of the new 
systems of financial 
controls and ac- 
countability which were 
introduced in 1981. 

During the period 
‘under review, three 
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committees were 
established to examine 
the existing financia] and 
stores regulations and to 
make recommendations 
for the improving and 
up-dating of these 


oe 
high turnover of 


staff, particularly the 
competent and ex- 
perienced, continued to 
seriously affect the 
operations of the 

inistry and all its in- 
stitutions, the report 
noted. 

During 1962, the Bank 
of Guyana achieved its 
projected level of surplus 
4 consequently con- 
tributed about $40 
million as dividends to 
the Centra! Government 
revenue. 

However, other Cen 
tral Government revenue 
showed shortfalls 


because of losses made 
by several state en- 
terprises which were 
therefore unable to meet 
the projected payments 
of dividends to Central 
Government. 


The Guyana Coe 
operative Insurance 
Service, the Guyana 
‘National Co-operative 
Bank the Guyana 
National Co-operative 
Thrust Corporation, the 
‘National Insurance 
Scheme and the 
‘Government Lotteries 
Committee showed 
profits during their 1982 
operations. 

During 1962 also, the 
Accountant | 
Department carried 
32 treasury inspections 
compared to 21 during 
the previous year.'GNA 














COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


CATHOLIC STANDARD DECRIES GOVERNMENT INFRINGEMENT ON PRESS 
Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 22 May 83 p 2 


[Text ] BASICALLY, the continued re- 
fusal of Government to permit 
the Mirror and Catholic Standard 
to receive gifts of newsprint 
from abroad is part of the ruling 
party's strategy for enslaving 
the nation. 
Make the people dependent on 
the Party for basic foods, and 
they become almost slaves. Make 
them dependent on it for what they 
read or publish, and they are 
=n more enslaved. 
It matters not that all kinds of 
fundamental freedoms and rights 
are enshrined in our Constitution. 
In an extraordinary decision in 
the Mirror case, our Appeal Court 
has ruled that when Government 
denies a publisher a licence to 
import paper which he needs to 
¢xercise his right to freedom of 
expression, it does not violate 


the Constitution. 
In so doing, Government, as in 


the Mirror's case, merely seeks to 
regulate the use of its scarce 
foreign currency resources. 

Mr. Justice Crane in his judg- 
ment declared: “Every country in 
the world has and must exercise 
control over imports and exports 
in the public interest; that is 
mart of executive policy into 
which courts of law are not com- 
petent to inquire.” 

Ours, however, is the g£ight to 
inquire and keep on inquiring. 
How could it possibly be in the 
public interest for Government 
to block gifts of paper from 
religious sources and other 
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friends abroad, when it cannot 
tself provide paper in suffic- 
lent quantities to non-Govern- 
mental publishers, when, moreover, 
all kinds of other gifts are 
allowed to be imported, includ- 
ing cars, video recorders, TV 
“ets and mining equipment? 

Minister of Information Hare- 
wood-Benn gave the latest answer 
to the editor recently. It was, 
she said, Government's responsi- 
bility to import paper and it 
was not going ,to abdicate this 
responsibility. 

As long as Government was in 
a position to do so, she said, 
it would provide paper for the 
non-Government press. 

What this means, in effect, is 
that the non-Government press 
will continue to get the scraps 
sold to it by the authorities 
after their own media's needs 
have been satisfied. 

Many countries today, including 
Guyana, whether they call them . 
selves capitalist or socialist, 
use the communications media as 
mere means for controlling the 
masses and keeping themselves in 
power. 
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They often do this in ti 
of promoting development. 
More often than not, however, 
the result is the very opposite 
of true development - a dehuman- 

ising of the people. 

By their strict control of the 
media, adults are treated as 
little children, incapable of 
thirking for themselves and act- 
ing responsibly, or, worse still, 
like slaves, completely depen- 
dent on the Party in power for 
what they eat and read. 

Alister Hughes, Executive Sec- 
retary of the Caribbean Press 
Council after seeing the Minister 
of Information recently in con- 
nection with the gifts being 
offered through his Council, told 
CANA that the Minister had con- 
fided that to allow the gifts to 
be accepted would be to commit 
political suicide. 

Is this the main reason behind 
the blocking of the gifts - the 
Party's fear of a free press? 

The other reasons advanced, to 
say. the least, convince no one. 











COUNTRY 


ESSEQUIBO [SLANDS FOCUS ON ECONOMIC, 


Ceorgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 13 May 83 pp 


(Text | 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 21 May 83 p 5 


ECT ION 


AN INDEPTH study 
is now being carried out 
to determine the extent 
of problems which have 
tended to inhibit the 
economic and social 
growth of Leguan and 
Wakenaam, two of the 
larger islands in the 
Essequibo River. 

.. The problems include 
shortage of basic food 
items, poor transport 
and medical services, 
inadequate educaiion 
facilities and bad roads. 

Wednesday, three top 
government officials, 
Vice -President for 
Social Infrastructure 
Steve Naraine, Heaith 
Minister Dr Richard Van 


West Charles and 
Education Minister 
Ranji Chandisingh, 


travelled to the area to 
take a first -hand look at 
problems. 

Residents at Leguan 
are calling for a reliable 
fe service, improved 
medical facilities and 
prompt attention to 
patients at the cottage 


[Article by Sase Parasnath] 


[Text ] 


.. THE disaster-stricken island of Le 
larger islands at the meauth of the 


Study of Needs 


hospital, fair distribution 
of essential commodities, 
availability of transport 
vehicles and better road 
maintenance. 

Vice-President 
Naraine promised to 
remedy some of the 
transport problems. The 
ferry stelling is now 
under repair, and the 
Leguan . Parika ferry 
will operate as 
scheduled. 

Speaking with health 
personnel, Dr Van West 
Charles suggested 
improved amenities for 
patients at the hospitai . 
His sugges’ions include 
the purchase of a cow, 
rearing of fish and 
poultry, and cultivation 
of certain greens and 
vegetables in the 
hospital compound. 

Cde Chandisingh 


spoke with education 
authorities on both 
islands. 


At Blenheim Com- 
munity High School, 
Leguan, and Essequibo 
Islands Community High 


Plans for Leguan 


will be declared an emergency area if a 


be submitted shortly 


Rayman is approved by Cabinet. 


SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 


4-5 


School., Wakenaam, the 
authorities requested the 
establishment of science, 
home economics, in- 
dustrial arts and 
agriculture departments 


with the necessary 
equipment : the 
provision of better toilet 
facilities, text and 


exercise-books and other 
teaching materials , and 
the acquisition of small 
plots of land for rice 
cuilivation. 

Leguan has no elec- 
tricity supply. 
Wakenaam, which is 
supplied electricity from 
the Guyana Electricity 
Corporation power 
station there, has been 
without electricity since 
February. 

Wakenaam residents 
complained that the GEC 
maintenance mechanics 
are doing nothing to 
restore the power on the 
island. Wakenaam, a 
rice and cattle farming 
community, has over 
1200 houses and more 
than 10 000 people. 


, one of the 
oa S- 


propesal to 
by Regional Chairman Fazil 


eal ry AN 4 
i Bo hates 








The island has been 
adversely affected by a 
number of preaches of 
its sea defences recently, 
and residents have been 
suffering thousands of 
dollars in losaes every 
time there are above 
norma! tides. 

Last weekend, 
residents at Blenheim in 
the north-east of the 
island woke up and 
discovered their yards 
covered with more than 
two feet of water caused 
by a serious breach of 
the sea dam 
Animal carcasses and 
dead poultry were 
floating about and far- 
mers produce and 
kitchen gardens were 


submerged under the 
flood waters 


The losses and damage 
were estimated at 
thousands of dollars. 

Although the high 
(spring) tide changed 
during this week, the sea 
water still reaches door 


steps 


Regional Chairman 
Fazil Rayman, along 
with Deputy Chief 
Hydraulics Officer Nazir 
Mohamed and Assistant 
Chief Hydraulics Officer 
Raphaei Sahai, Thursday 
visited Blenheim, had a 
look at the breached sea 
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dam, and suggested 
temporary remedial 
measures 


CDE RAYMAN said 
the regienal ad- 
ministration has deen 
allocated $2 millien to 
repair the breach at 
Bienheim and an earthen 
dam at Farm, East 
Bank, Essequibo. Bat he 
contended that the sum 
of money may ecaly be 
sufficient te cover the 
cost of effecting tem- 
porary repairs to the 
Blenheim breach. 

Sea defence authorities 
at Leguan are now 
waging a grim battle to 
contain the flood waters. 
They have driven steel 
piles across what is now 
a deep gully and sealed 
the edges of the 300-foot 
long breach with 


‘‘gabioned’’ baskets 
filled with stones. 

But the rising tide is 
forcing itself over these 
structures and continues 
to wash away the ear- 
then sea dam. 

The authorities may 
now have to resort to 
depositing boulders in 
front the breached area 
to serve as a water 
breaker and to con- 
structing a sandcrete 
defence — a mixture 
comprising nine portions 
of sand and one portion 
of cement. 


A shipment of 600 
boulders has already 
arrived at the Goodman- 
Freetown Stelling at the 
other end of the island 
and these will have to be 
transported overland to 
the site 

Dry earth will be 
imported from another 
village and filled in jute 
bags to help strengthen 
the foundations of the 
remedia! work. Sand, 
too, will be shipped to 
the area for providing a 
cushion to break the 
force of the water. 

_.Cde. Rayman said the 
com pletion of the 
remedial project will 
depend on the 
availability of materials, 
men and money. 

.. According to residents 
there, breaches have 
occurred periodically at 
various points on the 
island resulting in 
flooding. but last 
weekend's occurrence 
was the severest. 

The Regional Chair- 
man said the establish- 
ment of permanent sea 
defence works in 
Leguan may cost well 
over $6 million. As 
regards breaches at 
West Demerara and 
East Bank, Essequibo 
the cost for repairing 
them is estimated at $4 
milion. 








NEW 


COUNTER TRADE COMMITTEE TO BF HEADED BY HOYTE 


Ceorgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 12 May 83 p l 


[Text | 


CSO: 
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A SIX-MEMBER 
President, 


Administration, Desmond Hoyte , 


committee headed by Vice- 


has 


been established to develop, co-ordinate and oversee 
counter trade arrangements between Guyana and 


overseas agencies > 


In an interview 
yesterday with the 
Guyana News Agency 
(GNA), head of the 
Department of _ Inter- 


national Economic Co- 
operation (DIEC) 
Winston Murray, who is 
one of the Committee 
members. said such a 
body was also necessary 
for ensuring that 
counter trade is con- 
trolled and does not take 
away from _ traditional 


or potential hard 
currency markets. 
Counter trade’, Cde 


Murray explained, was a 
“fall back position’, 
which was being 
resorted to with greater 


frequency by many 
countries, because of 
foreign exchange 
problems and difficulties 

in marketing 
traditional export 
commodities both off. 


CD 
oe) 


shoots of the current 
global economic 
recession. 

Priority, the DIEC 
head stressed will 
continue tobe given to 
hard currency markets, 
since foreign exchange is 
needed to settle the 
country’s foreign debts. 

PROPOUS.LS 

..The C ounter trade 
Committee will consider 
the feasibility of  in- 
dividual counter trade 
proposals channelled to 
the Ministry of 
Economic Planning and 
‘inance, which is the 
agency responsible for 
handling these 
arrangements. 

Other members of the 
Committee are Chair- 
man of the State Plan- 
ning Board, Haslyn 
Parris, Governor of the 
Bank of Guyana Pat 
Matthews, Assistant 











-ECTION 


CRACKDOWN ON CONTRABAND TRAFFIC, SMUGGLERS INTENSIFIES 


Scope of Problem 


Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 15 May 83 p 7 


[Article by Courtney Gibson and Kamini Persaud] 


[Text ] 


AN UPHILL struggle against bush rum makers 
and bush ram drinkers constituted a major activity 
of the Customs Department up to a few years ago. 

Today. however, the bush rum business has 
become relatively insignificant as the muKki-million 


dollar smuggling busines 
the limelight. , 


Smuggling. especially 
on the Corentyne which 
is now considered the 
smugglers’ capital, is 
now considered’ so 
lucrative an activity that 
it has attracted the small 
fry. the not-s¢sosmall 
fry as well as the big 
sharks. 

It has also become a 
major headache for both 
the Police and the 
Customs Departments 
which seem to be ill- 
equipped to deal with the 
new problematic 
Situation even though 
they have been given the 


green light by President — 


Forbes Burnham to 
wage an all-out war 
against the perpetrators 
of this serious economic 
cmme 

SHORTAGE 


The cause, of course, 
les in the fact that, in 
some cases, because of a 
blend of official policy 


decisions and the acute 
Shortage of foreigr. 


exchange, the im- 
portation of some ccn- 
Sumer items — not 


CoO 


s has been catapulted into 


necessarily essential 
items — for which 
Guyanese have 


cultivated a taste, has 
either been banned or 
restricted. 

As _Comptroller of 
Customs Paul Burnett 
puts it: ‘‘Market plus 
opportunity equals 
smuggling.” 

The market for the 


smuggled items is 


usua always readily 
available. Opportunities 
for smuggling are also 
usually readily 
available. 

The grapevine has it — 
and there is abundant 
evidence — that an in- 
creasing number ol 
boatloads of wheat flour, 
split peas, and other 
benned or otherwise 
unavailable items are 
being offloaded = at 
various locations on the 
Corentyne, on the 
Pomeroon, on the 
Demerara River and 
along Guyana’s 276-mile 
coastline. 


The evidence suggest 


‘that the smugglers are 


becoming even more 


GUYANA 








eralts and daring if 
ther attempts tu caSh-in 
on the tuerative parallel 
naurket 

rhe daring and 
craftiness nave not been 
restricted to seafaring 
entrepreneurs Farlier 
this year, for example, 
the Customs Department 
acting on a up-off seized 
two Cessna. aircraft 
containing car tyres and 
other scarce items at the 
abandoned Linden air- 
strip 

That was ample 
evidence of the extent to 
which the big sharks are 
engaged in illicit trading. 
The Customs  Depart- 
ment. it 1s understood, is 
now pressing for the 
forfeiture of the aircraft 
reportedly owned by a 
big businessman who 


also owns several ships 


and whose main known 
business activity is in 
saw milling. ' 

One question that 
jalways arises is: W. 
do the ee get 
foreign exchange to 
purchase their several 
jtems? 

The available evidence 
suggests that smuggling 
is a twoway street: 
locally produced items — 
including gold, sugar, 
and rice — are smuggled 


out of the country and 
are either sold overseas 
for hard currency or 
bartered for goods to be 
smuggled into the 


country. 


In the view of the 


Comptroller of Customs, 
if there is to be any 
significant curtailing of 
smuggling. and _ the 


contraband trade, those 


involved in the campaign 
must be provided with 
“reasonable logistic 
Support.” 

An upgraded ( ustoms 


‘intelligence he contends 


would be of iittie use or 
of no value, if the 
necessary perenare. 
such as patrol boats, !s 
not provided. 

Describing the choice 
between software and 
hardware as a “chicken 
before the egg or an egg 


before the chicken 
Situation, Burnett 

jadmits that so far his 
department has been 
‘able to tackle only the 
tip of the smuggling 
iceberg which extends 
from the country’s 
coastline and ports to its 


borders and hinterland 


areas. 


Smuggling across the Western and Southern borders involves residents of the 
country's hinterland districts and is more difficult to contain or control 
primarily because of the extensive area to be covered and this has provided 
favourable conditions for the outflow of gold. 


However, while the authorities might be at their wits" end about what to do 
about smuggling across these two borders, they plan to institute shortly a 
number of measures at the Timehi International Airport to dampen the current 


enthusiasm for "Guytrading." 


Elements 


At the moment though, attention is being focused on the "Smugglers 


tree 


Town where 


according to Police Commissioner Lloyd Barker, criminal elements employ a var- 
iety of methods to ensure that property of different types are smuggled across 
the border, "not only under the cover of darkness but in brazen daylight." 


From all indications, 
the situation in East 
Berbice has become a bit 
out-of-hand, and if 
murmurings on_ the 
grapevine are to be 
believea some 
representations of the law 
enforcement agencies in 
the area have not been 
acquitting themselves 
well. 

Some ot these mur- 
murings allege that some 
members —- big and 
small of these 


agencies are actively 
involved in the 
smuggling racket, that 
many of them have 
amassed sizeable for- 
tunes overnight, b 
acting in consort wit 
the big smugglers, and 
that some of them have, 
on their own initiative 
been imposing special 
taxes, which they pocket, 
on the illegal traders. 
There have of course, 
also been several! reports 
about some members of 


Co 
WI 


the law enforcement 
agencies seizing con- 
traband items = and 
carting them awy for 
their own use or benefit. 
Many of the 
allegations might be 
untrue but from all in- 
dications in this matter 
the Guyanese saying that 
“where there is smoke 
there must be fire’ 

seems very relevant. 
(GNA) 
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PHIKTY-ONE persons racket across the and the Customs and 
who were arrested with Guyana Suriname border Excise Department 
contraband goods in is sill a brisk business have mounted a joint 
Berbice last week were on the Upper Corentyne exercise aimed at 
fined more than $28 000 from where large stocks minimising all 


of sugar and rice from smuggling of goods 
Guyana continue to leave across the Corentyne 
illegally in exchange for border, and the trading 
banned and _ scarce activities connected with 


items the racket 
It is understood that’ _ 
To this end, the Deputy 


more than five hundred 
Commissioner of Police, 


bags of sugar are 
smuggled out of the Cde. Balram Raghubir 
country every week from has been posted to take 
Crabwood Creek. command of the Berbice 
Sugar, a foreign ex- Division of the Police 
change earner’ for Service in a move to 
Guyana, is subsidised by introduce new ap- 
the government at great proaches to the sup 
sacrifice and is being pression of crime and 
sold by smuggiers at criminal activities in 
fantastic prices in Berbice 


at the Whim Magistrate's 
Court after they pleaded 
guilty te charges of 
being in possession of 
uncustomed goods. 

All the defendants who 
were held with scarce 
and banned’ items 
without having any duty 
slips were ordered to pay 
three times the cost of 
the goods. 

Seven vehicles were 
also detained by the 
Customs Department and 
the police. 

In the meantime, the 


Guyana News Agency Suriname —( GNA) 
was reliably informed an it. th , 
that the contraband . 2 ne oe een 
Additional Corentyne Arrests 
Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 15 May 83 p 1 
[Text | THREE more persons have deen of Rosignol, West Bank. Berbice. 
arrested and charged in Berbice in Thev appeared hefcre Magistrate 
connection with contraband and un- Fizul Mohamed at the New Amster- 


dam Magistrate’s court yesterdzy and 
pleaded not guilty. 

The mratter was fixed for trial on 
May 23. 

The charges were made at Rosignoil 
last Thursday when the Police seized a 
quantity. of flour, cooking oil and 
potatoes. Following the arrest, the 
Police detained a car 


customed goods believed to have been 
smuggled from across the Guyana- 
Suriname border. 

The police have also detained five 
more vehicles bringing the number to 
12 following their campaign against 
smuggling. 

Those charged are Jamuliddin Ally, 
Haniff Mohamed, and Bibi Shimoon Ali 
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eorgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 22 May 55 p 6 


The continuing decline 
in declared gold output 
over the past two years 
has been cause for 
concern among senior 
financial officials in 
Guyana 


The concern is partly 
due to the fact that there 
are reports of increasing 
mining activities in the 
country’s Main mining 
districts — Mazaruni, 
Cyuni, Potaro, Northwest 
and Rupununi- 


Reports also indicate 
that miners, big and 
small, have been  ob- 
jtaining lucrative yields 
from their claims. 
However , the amount of 
gold declared by these 
miners, some of whom 








operate sopnisticated 
dredging equipment, 
indiwate that they are 
barely existing or suf- 
fering a loss on their 
operations 

Goid has always helda 
Strange attraction for 
man and Guyana gold, 
which is regarded as the 
best in the Cambbean, 
finds a ready market in 
Camcom states 


Over the years, the 


> of quick riches 
ave lured men to try 
their fortunes in the goid 
fields Of course, the 
romance which 
surrounds the goid miner 
Pork Knocker) and has 
given him prominence in 
Guyana’s folk history 
may h:~e contributed to 
‘>> attraction to the 
country’s goldfields. 

Notwithstanding the 
increase in mining ac- 
tivities in the country’s 
goldfields, the decrease 
in declared goid output 
has been nothing short 
of alarming as the 
records show. Declared 
gold production reached 
a value of $23,8 million 
in i981, surpassing the 
1980 figure by 6.5 million 
dollars However, 
declared goid output in 
1982 was a mere 81 
million dollars 

This represents a 
decrease in real output 
from 599.1 kilograms in 
1981 to 268.8 kilograms 
by the end of 1982. 
reflecting a substantial 
decline This decrease, 
officials say, is hard to 
explain Since the 
number of claims being 
mined increased from 
209 im 1981 to 2917 in 
1982 

This decline in 
deciared gold output has 
resulted in a reduction of 
the amount of royalties 
the Government collects. 
This in turn reduces the 





amount of money the 
government acguires to 
carry out its” ad- 
raimstrative functions 
and provide Guyanese 
with a number basic 
services. 

There is a man-in-the- 
street view that miners 
are not ae the 
true amount of gold they 
have mined because of 
dissatisfaction over the 
— the Guyana Gold 

oard is offering. 


The price paid by the 
Guyana Gold Board is 
commuted at 90 per cent 
of the London Market 
price which hovers 
around 1500 (G) dollars. 

It is the view in some 
quarters that most of the 
country’s gold is being 
smuggled out of the 
country as it can fetch as 
much as 4 000 dollars per 
ounce in the streets of 
several Caribbean towns 
and farther afield. Gold 
is sold on the streets of 
Georgetown at around 
2 000 per ounce when it is 
available. 

Some miners estimate 
that 100 million dollars 
in gold is illegally ex- 
ported every year in 
planes; boats, suitcases 
and handbags. 

This illegal flight of 
gold is having an ad- 
verse effect on the 
economy of Guyana 
which is facing serious 
balance of payments. 

In their ge quick 
money, m who are 
selling their gold where 
the price is highest are 
wi y or ——_ 
contributing to the 
current shortages of 
essential items ex- 


perienced in Guyana. 


The Guyana Govern- 
ment gold which 
this country’s 


to urchase much 
sooded ienper’s. 

Conscious of this, the 
Guyana Government 
established the Guyana 
Gold Board to _ co- 
ordinate the buying and 
selling of locally mined 
gold. 
But the response of 
miners to the presence of 
the Gold Board has been 
poor as miners continue 
to use other avenues to 
market their gold. 

The Guyana Geology 
and Mines Commission 
(GGMC) , which, among, 
other things, is 
responsibie for the rental 
of claims and _ the 
monitori of the ac- 
tivities miners, has 
had _siittle success in 
stemming the outflow of 
the precious metal. 

This lack of success is 
in partly due to a 
shortage of technical 
staff and to a lack of 
resources to effectively 
patrol this country’s 
goldfields. | 

According to a senior 
official of the GGMC , 
his department is con- 
cerned about the decline 
in declared — . 
production and is ing 
steps *o9 counter the 
situation. 

One such step involves 
the revocation of claims 
if they appear to be 
unprofitable. This step 
has come about because 
it was discovered that 
the amount of gold some 
miners declare is_ in- 
sufficient to maintain 
their claims for any 
length of time, especially 
since they may have 
expensive dredges io 
maintain and workers to 


Pe Whether this method 
will be eiisctive is left to 
be seen. In the mean- 
time, the exodus of 
Guyana gold continues 
(GNA) 
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Arrests 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 26 May 83 p 8 


298/673 


THE police in Berbice 
arrested and charged 30 
persons and detained 
three cars, a speedboat 
and a tractor following 
the ‘seizure of wua- 
customed and_ cen- 
traband goods within the 
past few days. 

Seven of those charged 
appeared yesterday 
before a Corentyne 
magistrate and were 
ordered to pay fines 
totalling $3 200. 

One person, Aga Khan 
Hafiz, of Rose Hall 
Town, who was arrested 
with 10 bags of flour on a 
tractor at Letter Kenny 
foreshore was _ fined 


$2000. Three others who 


were charged along with 


Hafiz were freed after 
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the police offered no 
evidence against them. 


The other 20 defen- 
dants who were arrested 
at various points -- three 
in a speedboat at Bath 
Settlement foreshore 10 
in a Guyana Transport 
Services Ltd bus at 
Springlands, three in a 
car at Whim and_-four in 
two vehicles at Number 
51 — will appear in court 
today to answer charges 
of being in possession of 
uncustomed and 
prohibited goods. 

The charges stemmed 
from a joint exercise by 
the police and customs 
departments to help 
check the smuggling 
racket between Guyana 
and Suriname. 











COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


FOOD SHORTAGES SPARK STRIKES, PROTESTS, POLITICAL WARFARE 
Meat, Fish Supplies 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 13 May 83 p 4 


[Excerpt] Yesterday the CHRONICLE conducted a survey on the availability of meat 
in the city. Beef was in ready supply, if a little expensive at $7 and $8 per 
lb. Pork too, was easily available but the price varied at different outlets. 
From the amvunt of mixed fish at one dollar per pounds, there is certainly no 

shortage of this item. Other seafoods, including red snapper and prawns were 

also readily available in city markets and government outlets. 


PPP Call for Food Imports 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 15 May 83 p 2 
[Editorial] 


[Text] How stupid can the PNC regime get? Apparently there is no limit! The 
sad thing is that the people pay for the regimes ignorance, cupidity, arro- 
gance and mismanagement. The population has no flour, so it must consume more 
rice (in the form of rice flour) a requirement that in the final analysis is 
far more expensive, more inconvenient, less appetising and less nutritious. 

Yet the same rice which will now have a higher rate of local consumption, could 
be sold overseas and the foreign exchange could be used to purchase flour. 


Split peas are banned. But there is no local substitute, so those who are 
vegetarians have no longer any good and cheap source of protein. Not only 
that, but a traditional food of the major ethnic group in Guyana is no longer 
available. What substitutes are available? Actually none in the quantity 
needed. The prices for whatever lentils that can be purchased are out rageous. 
Black-eye peas sell in the vicinity of $8 per pint and sometimes higher. That 
is food for the rich and no one else! 


An even more ridiculous situation has arisen. Now we are importing margarine 
from Brazil! The local margarine factory has come to a dead halt because it 
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has been unable to bring in the ingredients required for the manufacture of 
margarine, which used to be a fairly large industry in this country. So, in- 
stead of bringing the inputs for local margarine and keeping workers on the 
job, the PNC regime brings in fully processed margarine from Brazil! That 
stupidness deserves the dunce cap. 


But, as if that were not enough, the regime allows the importation of plucked 
chicken from Brazil. There is not sufficient foreign exchange to keep Guyana's 
poultry industry afloat, but there is enough to bring in imported chicken. The 
massive poultry industry, which used to provide plucked chicken at a price 

that could just about meet the pocket of the working man, is rapidly being 
destroyed by government incompetence. Chicken has moved from a weekly iter 

in the workers’ pot to a rare item, now only for the table of the rich man. 
Plucked chicken is now $8 per 1b in the municipal markets. 


The milk and cooking oil industries, too, have been destroyed by the poor 
planning, malice and incompetence of the present regime so that the people have 
to pay fantastic black market prices for these two essential commodities. 


It should be abundantly clear that the PNC regime has not only caused the 
severe crisis in which we are now in, but it is leading the nation into further 
problems, into a dark tunnel with no light at the end. The PNC regime must go! 


Strike Threat to Bauxite Industry 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 20 May 83 pp l, 8 


[Text] The restoration and stabjlity of the bauxite industry hung in the 
balance last night after bauxite workers yesterday staged an unauthorised 
protest demonstration which resulted in the detention of 19 union leaders. 
Fifteen of those detained are members of the Guyana Mine Workers Union (GMWU). 
The other four are members of the Guyana Bauxite Supervisors Union (GBSU). 
Yesterday's demonstration was the second in two weeks. It got underway sometime 
around 07:30 hrs and attracted a large turn out of workers and other residents 
of the mining community who demanded, among other things, increased quotas of 
foodstuff. 


Reports from Linden yesterday said that no permission had been sought from, 
and hence none was granted by the police for the demonstration. 


The reports also said that while the earlier complaints of the workers had 
focused on what they considered the inadequate supply of available foodstuff 

to the Linden community, yesterday's demonstration indicated clearly that there 
were other motivating factors. 


In particular, it was noted that since the last demonstration which resulted 
in the setting up of a broad-based committee to co-ordinate and monitor the 
distribution of foodstuff in the Linden area, considerable quantities of food- 
stuff including rice, sugar, milk, salt, margarine and cooking oil have been 
shipped to the area and that the situation has improved considerably. 











One report has also linked what has been described as the highly visible 


presence in Linden earlier this week of diplomats attached to a foreign embassy 
here in Georgetown, with yesterday's demonstration and some of the placards 
carried by some workers. 


The report said there were slogans calling for the importation of wheat flour 
and for the industry to be returned to foreign ownership. 


Meanwhile, management of the bauxite company last night confirmed that the 
Guyana Mine Workers Union (GMWU) had informed the company on Wednesday that its 
members at Linden planned staging a one-day demonstration yesterday to protest 
the food situation in the town. 


The company contends, however, that the staging of the strike violated the 
company union agreement in keeping with which at least 72 hours’ notice should 
have been given by the union. Guymine maintains that the strike was not an 
industrial one since the union had no industrial dispute with the company. 


And, in an invited comment last night, one industry official said that yester- 
day"s strike was the worst thing that could have happened to the industry at 
this time. He explained that the strike has been called at a time when the 
industry was taking serious initiatives intended to restore its international 
competitiveness at a time when the market for calcined bauxite was "hardening". 


He said that as part of the local initiatives, Guymine has entered into an 
arrangement with U.S. Steel and Kaiser Aluminium of USA. to carry out diagnos- 
tic studies of Guyana'’s Bauxite industry. 


The arrangement is supported by the World Bank and is designed to open up 
significant lines of credit and financial support for restoration of the 
bauxite company’s production capabilities. 


Guymine has also entered into a technical assistance contract with US Steel to 
provide management assistance to the industry for a period of one year. The 
strike action, it is felt, places these recent initiatives in jeopardy. 


Meanwhile, according to reports on yesterday's demonstration, the procession 
moved off from the GMWU's office through the streets of Mackenzie before 
crossing over to Wismar and returning to Mackenzie. 


The police took no action to prevent the march but sometime after 10:00 hrs 
the police moved quickly and detained the leaders when in their view, the 
procession showed signs of becoming disorderly. 


The reports said that following the move by the police, members of the GBSU 
came out on a sympathy protest. 


It is not clear whether the two unions will continue their strike action today. 
A Guymine official has stressed, however, that any prolonged action of the 

kind would seriously damage the new opportunities being provided to Guymine 

to penetrate the world market and to prove itself a stable and reliable supplier. 
(GNA) 
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Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 21 May 83 p 1 


[Text 


BAUXITE workers at 
Linden began trickling 
back to work yesterday 
afternoon in response to 
their unions’ decision to 
end their protest which 
got underway Thursday. 

The back-to-work 
decision was taken by 
the two  unions—the 
Guyana Mine Workers 
Union (GMWU)and the 
Guyana Bauxite 
Supervisors Union 
(GBSU) yesterday and 
announc at a _ joint 
press conference hours: 
after the last of the 
leaders who-had been 
detained by the __ police 
Thursday was released. 

Reports from the 
mining town last night 


said that the unions have’ 


ordered a full resump- 
tion by Monday and they 
have informed _ the 
Industrial Relations 
Department of the 
Guyana Mining Enter- 
prise Limited 

(GUYMINE) of _ their 
decision. 

However, even as 
reports began circulating 
about bauxite workers 
returning to their jobs at 
Linden, workers at the 
Kwakwani and Everton 
operations of the bauxite 
company,  unionised 
workers at the pauxite 


Ceorgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 22 May 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


Chairman of the 
Bauxite Industry 
Development Company 
(BIDCO) Cde Bernard 
Crawford last night 
appealed to bauxite 
workers to give the new 
committee monitoring 
food supplies to the 


Return of 


Industry Development 
Company (BIDCO) in 
Georgetown and a few 
sugar workers at Uit- 
vlugt on the West 
Demerara reportedly 
went on strike in sym- 
pathy with the Linden 
workers. 

The GMWU members 
at Linden went on strike 
Thursday, demanding, 
among other things 
increased quotas 0 
foodstuff for the minin 
community. As part o 
the protest which was 
planned to last one day, 
they stagéd an 
unauthorised march and 
several of their leaders 
were detained. 

They cited the 
detention of the union 
leaders as the reason for 
the prolonging of the 
strike until yesterday. 
The GBSU also cited the 
detention of GMWU 
colleagues as the reason 
for solidarity action by 
members of the GBSU. 

At their press con- 
ference yesterday  af- 
ternoon, the union 
leaders confirmed that 
officials of their unions 
had been approached 
and had held discussions 
recently at Linden with 
representatives of a 
foreign embassy here in 
Georgetown. 


Bauxite Industry Appeal 


mining town a chance to 
work. 

“Examine it and see 
ways and means in 
which it could be im- 
proved. But see that 
what is available is 
distributed equitably 
before looking at the 


Bauxite Workers 


In addition GBSU and 
GMWU officials con- 
tended that the only 
reason why they went on 
strike Thursday was 
their dissatisfaction over 
the food situation in the 
mining town. 

Meanwhile, even 
though the unions have 
ordered a full resump- 
tion, the full effect of the 
back-to-work call is not 
likely to be experienced 
before Monday since 
there is usually a 
marked _ slackening of 
activities at the bauxite 
operations at weekends. 

And, information from 
the Trade Ministry last 
night said that Minister 
of State for Internal 
Trade and Consumer 
Protection, Cde. 
Malcolm Corrica, will 
again meet and hold 
discussions with 
members of the recently 
established broad-based 
committee charged with 
the responsibility of co- 
ordinating and 
monitoring the 
distribution of foodstuff 
in the bauxite mining 
town. Both the CMWU 
and the GBSU are 
represented on the 
com mittee. 

(GNA), 


wider issue of a higher 
level of import,’ he 
urged. 

S aking at a ‘‘Face- 
the-Nation” programme 
— a visit to Pay 
mi town yesterday 
Cde Crawford admitted 
that there appeared to 





have been room (for 
improvement in the food 
distribution system and 
this led to the recent 
work stoppage. 

But he warned that it 
would be the ‘kiss of 
death’’ if ‘‘we were to 
begin to project an 
image of unreliability 
and irresponsibility”’ as 
faras the supply of 
bauxite to overseas 
markets was concerned 

Cde Crawford said that 
when it appeared to 
Guymine that somethin 
was wrong with the f 
distribution system, 
action was taken to 
improve this although 
such activities would not 
normally be the 
responsibility of 





Guymine However, 
recognising the ‘“com- 
pany town’ syndrome, 
Guymine _ concerned 


about the welfare of its 
workers, became in- 
volved —. 
tatives o na 
Mine Workers’ Union 
and the Guyana Bauxite 
Supervisors’ Association 
were put on the 
monitoring committee. 
Cde Crawford said that, 
unfortunately, the time 
which elapsed since the 
placing of the union 
members’ on the com- 
—_— was less than a 
night . 
The BIDCO Chairman 
explained that there was 
need to restore the in- 
dustry to good health, 


and in this context, in 
relation to refractory 
grade bauxite market, 
the situation is going to 
be such that one of the 
characteristics 
necessary is reliability to 
supply. 

Alluding to reports that 
the sharing of —— 
foodstuff by reen 
(Construction —— 
workers aggravated 
protest, Cde> Crawford 
said it was a short term 
measure necessitated by 
the company’s need for 
external assistance. But 
he assured that the 
company would be able 
to resume management 
of the miming concern 
within a year. 





Comment on Strike, Union Role 


Goorgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 22 May 83 pp 1, 16 





| fext | 


Friday's announcement 
by the two Bauxite emions, 
of their members’ 
decision to return te 
nermal working on 
Monday, came as a 
considerable relief te all 
sections of our hard 
pressed population. — 

It was a wise and 
mature decision on the 
part of the bauxite 
workers to end the 
protest which, according 
te the unions, had been 
intended to dramatise 
their dissatisfaction ever 
the problems associated 
with the supply and 
distribution of feed at 
Linden. 

In the circumstances, 
no worthwhile ad- 
vaacement, either of tae 
mineworkers sectional 
interest, or of the wider 
national interest, could 
have been achieved by 
any further disruption of 
the industry. 

The only parties which 
could possibly have 
benefited from a break- 
down of industrial 


relations at Guymine are 
these which seek te 
destroy any prespect of 
Guyana’s economic 


importance te our 
collective futere. 


iF 
: 
‘eal 


TELE 
i 
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the supply and 
distribution of food in the 
mining community. 
Perhaps the first task of 
this breead-based com- 
mittee will be te find a 
way of preventing 
present available sup- 
plies of feedstuffs from 




















getting into the hands of 
the greedy blackmarket 
racketeers who extort 
exorbitant prices from 
the working people. 

At the root of the whole 
issue is the question of 
the basic supply of food. 
Is there enough food 
available? If so, does 
every citizen get his 
share? 

At a national level 
there certainly is. 
Overall, Guyana is not 
short of food. _ 

At a local level, 
however, it has to be 
admitted that there are 
many problems of 
distribution.And 
although in this respect, 
Linden is by no means 
the worst-off community, 
on any criterion, every 
citizen does not presently 
get his fair share. 

In one sense, the ef- 
fects of the economic 
crisis, evident for some 
time in other centres of 
population, are only now 
beginning to hit Linden 


So what is to be done? 
Quite simply, we can and 
must grow more of our 


own food. We can and 
must eat what we 
produce. 

« There is no doubt that 
household and parapet 
gardening are already 
starting to force down 
the price of some 
commodities in the main 
urban markets . In 
addition substantial 
changes are quietly 


taking place in our 
eating habits, so that 
even as we protest, we 
are now a bit nearer to 
eating what we produce 
than we were a year age. 


Similarly, there can 
now be litile doubt about 
the gevernment’s 
serious resolve to defeat 
the burgeoning biack- 
market in food and other 
essential items. 
Increasingly the cam- 
paign being carried out 
by the Police and 
Customs is reaching the 


the ranks of the big 
operators and profiteers. 


~The implementation of 
these national strategies 
must be intensified with 
a new awareness that 
upen their success 
depends, not only our 
collective survival, but 
alse our collective 
development. 
~The mest important 
task now is te establish a 
climate of successful and 
positive industrial 
relations, within which 
the solution to our many 
economic and social 
difficulties can be 
pursued with vigour. A 
sensible contribution 
would be to give up, at 
least fer 7. See 
any plass w w 
ekher disrupt the task of 
gearing the bauxite 
industry for revival, or 


‘damage the newly 


agreed community-based 
structure for the 
equitable and effective 
distribution of feed at 


fully. higher echelons, among Linden. — R.P. - 
PPP Statement 

Georgetown MIRROR in English 22 May 83 p 4 

[Text] In the face of a worsening food situation, the People's Progressive 


Party has called on the government to import:iand make available adequate 
quantities of foodstuffs, especially flour, peas, nilk, margarine and oil; 
to establish an impartial and fair system of distribution; and to assist the 
farmers in every possible way to increase food production. In a week-end 
press statement the PPP said:-- 


The people are experiencing growing poverty as a result of high prices, wage 
treeze and unemployment. Malnutrition is rife except in the homes of the 
higher income populationand the elite. The regime does nothing to resolve 

the acute food shortages and outrageous prices for basic commodities. In 

the interland the appalling food situation is generating an exodus of citizens 
(mostly Amerindians) across the frontiers to Brazil and Venezuela. 


The importation of wheat flour is in the national interest. To persist in the 
import-ban on this vital and cheap food item is an exercise in folly and 
cruelty. The presence of wheat flour on the local market would serve sub- 
stantially to reduce the soaring cost of living and to provide employment to 
the large numbers of workers who were sacked when the ban came into effect. 














(he PPP supports the bauxite workers in taking strike action for food supplies. 
Sugar workers too, have been left in the lurch with the authorities dragging 
their feet on the issue of essential supplies. Repeated protests have produced 
no concrete results. Sugar and bauxite workers perform back-breaking tasks in 
the national interest. It is difficult to understand how the central govern- 
ment and the state corporations can expect maximum output and greater 
sacrifices f-om workers when they are denied basic food items. The Party urges 
the regime immediately to provide flour, peas, oil, milk and other necessities 
to sugar and bauxite workers, urban workers and others in the productive 
sectors, including farmers. Many hard working producers who deserve a better 
deal are condemned by government policy to obtain their food supplies on the 
high priced parailel market. 


Distribution Bottlenecks 


The PPP urges the regime immediately to resolve the distribution bottleneck 
and to arrest the growing corruption in the distribution system. The regime 
must return to the traditional system of neighbourhood shops with democratic 
community contro! to secure the equitable distribution of foodstuffs in short 
supply. Rampant discrimination and corruption in the official system has 
caused a new breed of rapacious capitalists and unscrupulous profiteers to 
appear in rags-to-riches fashion. 


The Party suggests that in the announced new drive for barter trade (counter- 
trade in official jargon) it would be wise for the regime to look into the pos- 
sibility of bartering bauxite, sugar and rice for consumer goods including 
flour. No foreign exchange is required in barter or counter-trade. 


Fantastic Mark-Ups 


The PPP condemns the regime's decision to buy certain commodities from Brazil 
with Guyana dollars, ship them into Guyana (minus customs duty) and then sell 
them to consumers at fantastic mark-ups so as to accumulate big profits in the 
trading corporations. the PNC regime should, instead, import essential inputs 
which would keep local manufacturers from closing down and sacking workers. 

It is patently incongruous that cooking oil and margarine for instance are be- 
ing imported from Brazil, while the local manufacturers of those commodities 
are denied the essential imports to keep going. This policy is tantamount to 
the PNC regime providing jobs for foreigners, while sacking Guyana‘s workers. 


The PPP urges the Trades Union Congress (TUC) to take up this matter of the 
food crisis without delay. In this the TUC would have the solid backing of its 
affiliates, the rank-and-file and the general public. 


Government ought to have a viable food production policy, with incentives, 
processing facilities, export possibilities and proper distribution systems. 
Greater government emphasis should be placed on food supplies by importation 
and production so as to put the brake on malnutrition and slow starvation. 
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Report on Workers' Action 





Georgetown OPEN WORD in English 23 May 83 pp l, 3, 5 


{Text} The last week will go down in the history of the Guyanese people's 
struggle for food in the present period as the first of many high points. 

Over the past several months a start had been made with the painstaking collec- 
tion by activists of signatures in the food/jobs campaign from over 33,000 
Guyanese men, women and children. Since last year various organisations be- 
gan staging hunger actions. Some sections of the opposition press, week after 
week, hammered the food question. More recently, union after union called for 
and took action on the importation of basic foods including wheat flour. A 
political party has written to the President demanding a human response to 

the suffering he has caused. 


The government played its part in preparing the ground for rebellion against 
its food policy by stepping up its campaign of harassment and cruel repres- 
sion against the Guyanese people in their efforts to feed themselves. The 
thousands of persons who have gone into the food trading and vending business 
and hire car drivers have become the main targets, 


The exposures of conditions in the prisons and hospitals, the deaths of many, 
many children and the evidence of widespread hunger which could not be hidden 
did the rest. 


Bauxite workers suspended their second strike action, the week following the 
first one-day strike and demonstration to allow the government to fulfill its 
duty to provide adequate supplies of basic food to their area. 


On Tuesday May 17, the Guyana Mine Workers Union decided to go on a second 
one-day strike on Thursday May 19th. The Guyana Bauxite Supervisors’ Union 
passed a resolution withdrawing their representative from the food monitoring 
committee, instructing that the government be told that the supplying of food 
was its responsibility, not the union"s. The resolution also committed the 
GBSU to withdrawing its labour "until such time as there are adequate supplies 
of food on the shelves", The deadline given the government was 2 weeks from 
May 16. 


A letter written to the GMWU from PNC Regional Executive Officer Ovid Morrison 
on Wednesday, May 18 only served to further inflame the already angry workers. 
Morrison asked that the following information be communicated to the membership: 
"IT have been able to organise a daily supply of 500 gallons of milk per day at 
$1.00 per pint for the Linden area, commencing from Thursday 19th May at 5.30 
p.m. also, 10,000 pounds of mixed fish on a weekly supply at $1.00 per pound. 
In light of the above, I am seeking your organisation assistance through you 
in mobilising workers of your union to purchase same. You can organise to 
have a bulk quantity collected by your agency through the Regional Administra- 
tion for further distribution to members commencing from tomorrow.” 


It was reliably reported to OPEN WORD that 2 tanker-loads of milk from the 


Mahaica/ Mahaicony/Abary area intended for distribution to Georgetown consumers 
were diverted to the mining area on Thursday morning. 
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Adding fuel to the fire, on Wednesday May 18, GUYMINE Chairman and Chief Execu- 
tive Officer bombarded the community with threats contained in an "Employee 
Information Bulletin". Aired over and over on the national radio Wednesday 
night and all day on Thursday, the Barrow statement said in part: "...there 

are at present certain people who are determined, against the true interest 

ot the workers, to take advantage of the present global economic crisis to raise 
issues which have nothing to do with the industry or with Industrial Relations. 
[t is clearly the intention of these people to cause disruption in our efforts 
at this time to restore the industry to a healthy position for the benefit of 
the workers and of the nation as a whole. 


“It is hoped that workers will recognize that the Company would be failing in 
its duty to the general workforce and the nation if it were to take no action 
and allow any person or persons to undo everything that we have been working 
to achieve, especially in the recent months. 


“Accordingly, the Company would have no alternative but to protect the Industry 
by using every possible means at its disposal." 


The strike on Thursday, May 19 took place as planned with massive demonstra- 
tions and marches throughout the area. By the end of the day a total of 24 
union officials and representatives had been arrested. The humiliation which 
Prime Minister Reid sufferred at the hands of workers earlier during the week, 
the Barrow threats of the previous day, and the Burnham secret deals with 

US companies were reasons observers gave for the arrests. 


Not surprisingly, the arrests caused the strike to spread. When the community 
was made aware of the arrests, a mass of 2000 women took the police station by 
storm and demanded the release of the workers. The workers announced that as 
a result of the arrest of their officials the strike would be extended to the 
following day. Other sections of the GUYMINE concern, the hospital, head of- 
fice, Everton and Kwakwani joined the strike the following day in protest 
against the arrests. 


On Friday morning about 2000 workers turned up at the union hall. After a re- 
view of the previous day's action and a report on what took place at the police 
station, the discussion moved into a wider analysis of the issue of food and 
the line of solution to the problem and the workers” struggle. The workers 
them celebrated the struggle with poetry and chants. "Fight", a favourite 

poem of Walter Rodney was delivered by worker poet Fyffe. Farmers contributed 
ground provisions, the women cooked and everyone ate. 


On the same day the Four Unions, NAACIE, UGSA, CCWU and GAWU met and issued a 
statement condemning the police action "in selectively arresting the Union 
leaders and keeping the them in custody for over 11 hours", The Four Union 
statement said that the GMWU “is not alone in their resolve to try to bring 
an end to the terrible food shortage facing all Guyanese at the present, and 
as such deserves the fullest support of all sections of the working people”. 


Over 300 sugar workers, the entire out-of-crop workforce from Uitvlugt estate 
walked off the job and staged a march to Leonora estate to call their fellow 
workers out. The few factory wor’ers who were on the job at Leonora came out. 
The power house was closed down. At a meeting held in Leonora the sugar work- 
ers decided to step up their own struggle for guaranteed supplies of basic 
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ood tor the sugar areas. The workers explained that their action was in 
solidarity with the “industrial prisoners” arrested the previous day in Wismar/ 
Mackenzie. 

The following day, Saturday May 20, the TUC Special Conference suspended its 
Standing Orders for reports on the GMWU strike of Thursday and Friday. The 
fUC conference fully supported the action taken by the mine workers and con- 
demned the police harassment of the workers. The following resolution was 
passed unanimously despite the presence of the two government ministers Denny 
and Salahuddin who are TUC delegates: 

“Whereas basic food items, including Wheaten Flour, Split Peas, Milk and Oil 
among other items are in short supply; 


“And whereas the distribution of the limited available essential foodstuffs 
and other commodities is faulty to the point of discriminatory; 


a 


whereas fair distribution to all sections of the population is a pre- 
site 


requi to increased production; 


“Be it resolved that this Special Delegates‘ Conference of the GTUC renew its 
call on the government...to take immediate steps to import an adequate supply 
of basic food items, including Wheaten Flour; 

“That the TUC take such immediate steps including protest demonstration, if 
necessary, to ensure the importation of these food items and that the distri- 
bution be on a fair and equitable basis to all." 


The Conference adjourned on a point made by General Secretary Pollydore, that 
he noticed that not one of those who were engaged in the caucus with "them" 
last night got up and spoke on the flour issue. He also reminded the dele- 
gates that they were not likely to see any coverage of the discussion on flour 
in the Sunday national paper. 


The following workers were arrested on Thursday: Christopher James, Malcolm 
Thompson, Osthon Angel, Kenneth Congreaves, Samuel Barker, Desmond Moffat, 

walter Richardson, Parsram Ragobeer, Rudolph McDonald, Wallace Leitch, Philip 
Morris, Preston Liverpool, Gordon Washington, Gerald Yarde, M Persaud, P Bodie, 
and Copeland, J Blair, S Webster, N Rigby, R Anthony. V Todd and 


Union Action 


Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 22 May 83 pp 2-3 


[Text | he Executive of the Guyana The decision was taken at a 
Mine Workers Union has endorsed meeting attended by the President 
the Union's decision to hold a ani Generel Spepateny of the Gpion 
one-day strike every week to pro- where the possibility of a three- 
test the shortage of food and day a week strike was discussed 
drugs in the bauxite community. and Sejectes. 
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The meeting followed a stormy 
visit by P.M.Reid to the mining 
plant where he was heckled and 
booed by workers who pointed out 
that no government had the right 
to tell the people what to eat. 

Meanwhile the bauxite Supervi- 
sors Union met and passed a reso- 
lution to withdraw permanently 


PNC Blast at 


Georgetown NEW NATION in English 22 May 83 p 4 


[Text | 


Attention is now being 
rightly focused on_ the 
problem of rats and the 
destruction which they 
cause to buildings. 
National attention is 
turned on the urgency to 
protect wooden buildings 
from these rodents, 
considering the high 
price of building 
materials and the cost of 
labour. 

But another type of 
rodents which continues 
to nibble and gnaw at the 
new building of our Co- 
operative Republic is the 
political rat and the rats 
of reactionism. These 
rats come _ out and 
scamper about at week- 
ends and they can be 
seen in the weekend 
issues of their various 
mouthpieces. 

Last week -one rat of 
reactionism had _ the 


audacity to call for 
wheat bread and butter 
and this particular rat 
tried to incite protest 
because it could not get 


foreign butter and bread 
made from imported 
wheat flour. . 

The fact is, however, 
that this rat is short- 
Sighted. If this rat is 
really hungry it has a 
varjety of foods to 
choose from. 

But the fact is that this 
rat of reactionism, like 
its cronies, is 
politically hostile to the 
government and _ is 
apes for things which 
it rea Lo not need. 

Another rat is wearing 
clerical cassock, surplice 
and beret and carryin 
an episcopal staff an 
other ecclesiastical 
nie en This rat is 
evidently rude and 


Sugar Workers" Strike 


Georgetown OPEN WORD in English 30 May 83 p J 


"Political Rats‘ 


their representative on the food 
monitoring committee. 

The Union argued that it was the 
responsibility of the government 
and not the workers to supply food 
and monitor its distribution. 

The Union further called on 
government to provide adequate 
supplies of essential food items. 


disrespectful from tne 
way it essays to talk to 
our national leaders, 
calling our President, 
Prime Minister and Vice 
Presidents by their 
surnames only. To this 
rat we say: ‘‘Take off 
your cassock and sur- 
plice, learn manners 
and, to ensure your 
morality, get castrated. 
Another rat is 
evidently a jumbie. It is 
a jumbie because it talks 
on behalf of a —— 
Worst Possible Alter- 
native---which has been. 
dead a long time now. 
This jumbie rat called 
for wheat flour’ bread. 
Like the Worst 
Possible Alternative 
wheat flour bread is 
dead and its place taken 
by rice flour. Spread the 
news rats, to your 
cronies of reactjonism. 


[Text] Uitvlugt and Leonora factory workers, weeders and office workers on 
[ndependence Day, May 26, 1983 staged a one-day strike and a ten-mile march 


for a supply of food to the people. 


Women in the communities nearby the two 


sugar estates participated fully in the protest march which numbered about two 


thousand people. 


For the faccory workers, it was the second day of action. 


On May 20, they 


shut down work and marched in solidarity with the arrested bauxite workers. 
The official unions, NAACIE and GAWU, sanctioned the May 26th strike called by 


the newly formed Sugar & Bauxite Workers Unity Committee. 


The workers’ action 


is being hailed as a giant leap forward in the struggle for racial unity. For 
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the first time in over 30 years, Afro-Guyanese and Indo-Guyanese sugar workers 
‘truyyled together side by side in their own interests. 
TUC Flour Demand 
Coorgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 29 May 83 p 1 


[Text ] 

A SPECIAL delegates’ Conference 
of the T.U.C, passed a resolu- 
tion calling upon the Govern- 
ment to “take immediate steps 
Oo import an adequate supply of 


The resolution which was pro- 
posed by Mr. George Daniels and 
seconded by Mr. S. Lewis was 


The Conference which was held 
on May 21 and 22 also fully en- 
dorsed the action taken by the 
Mine Workers Union, and also 
condemned the police harassment 
basic food items, including of the workers. 


wheaten flour". Meanwhile the four Union's 


/ 


NAACIE, GAWU, CCWU, and UGSA, 
have also come out in support of 
the Guyana Mine Workers Union 


carried unanimously. decision to hold a oneeday-a « 


The Conference further resol- 
ved that “the T.U.C. take such 


week strike in protest against 
"the dismal food situation with- 


immediate steps, including pro- in the mining community". 


test demonstration, if necessary, 
to ensure the importation of 
these food items and that the 


equitable basis to all". 


PNC Attack on Opposition 


Georgetown NEW NATION in English 29 May 83 p 1 


[Text | 
There can no longer be When the All Party 
any doubt about the Talks failed, as the 
efforts being made to People’s National 
ment it was expected that the 
When international opposition would embark. 
organisations controlled on an even more 
by major powers desperate campaign. 
withhold loans from 
Guyana for important The opposition now 
projects and their openly interferés in any 
representatives seek to event which is aimed at 
brow-beat senior making things difficult 
Guyanese officials into for the PNC and the 
accepting the need to government. The stop- 
change or turn back, page at Linden had 
there is only one con- rdly n when some 
clusion to be drawn. ignorant individuals had 
But what is more been made to play. 
sinister is the support ventriloquist for thd 
and assistance being WPA. 


given to these in- as iale a 
ternational organisations u strike fa a 
and their vepeueantetives Linden. The wisdom of 
by the local opposition. the Guyanese people 


LOO 


They further condemned the po- 
lice action on Thurs. May 19, 


of selectively arresting the 
distribution be on a fair and Union leaders. 


prevailed. A combination 
of foreign and Socal 
interference in one of our 
more . important _in- 
dustrial areas did not 
lead to the widespread 
unrest that was an- 
‘ticipated. 

There is another Aspect 
to the tactics of the 
opposition, a systematic 
attempt to undermine 
the confidence of the 
poe of Guyana in the 
‘leadership the Party 
and governmert. 

' It is done everywhere, 
sometimes openly, 
sometimes with brazen 
in'souciance. — in the 
cinemas, at cocktail 
rties, in the homes of 
ocialist Guyanese, in 
the presenc? of ——— 
c 


‘diplomats and on pub 











occasions. A climate of 
treason is in existence. 

More recently the case 
of the restriction on the 
importation of wheat has 
heen making the rounds 
of the cocktail circuit 
and the homes of many 
people. This is being 
done even though the 
President on May 1 last, 
carefully explained the 
reasons and events 
leading to the decision 
which the government 
took on this matter. 

For Guyanese to say 
in the presence of others 
that the government 
callously restricted the 
importation of wheat is 
not only unpatriotic, but 
treasonous. 

In addition to the 
ychological campaign 
eing waged the op- 


position parties appear 
to be preparing for a 


sustained campaign 


against the Party and 
government. 

Recently, posters have 
been appearing with 
great regularity in the 
city. They are being 
placed everywhere. 


‘Open Treason’, one of 


the many weekly 
newspapers in Guyana, 
is increasingly calling on 
Guyanese to be un- 
atriotic and disloyal to 
government. 

And a member of the 
WPA recently had a 
release circulated in 
Georgetown. In the 
release she has openly 
threatened the govern- 
“ment that unless cer- 
tain food items are 
imported “immediately, 
the Worst Possible 
Alternative would take 





GUYMINE Objections to Strike 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 31 May 83 pp 1, 8 


(Text | 


GUYMINE yesterday 


‘mformed the Guyana Mine 
Workers Union (GMWU) 


that the unton’s peeposed 
strike —s has 1 
justification industria 
relations practice and ‘‘is 
utterly at variance with 
the letter and spérit of the 
existing collective labour 
4 re 
company’s view was 
expressed in a letter 
signed by its 
Administrative Co- 
ordinator Walter Melville 
and copied to the Guyana 
Bauxite Supervisors Union 
(GB8U). 


In its letter to 
GUYMINE, the GMWU 
had informed the company 
that its members ‘ go 


on protest as from 


Thursday 2nd June, 1983, 
and every Thursday 
thereafter’ until there is 
what it referred to as “‘a 
substantial increase of 
~~ food items’’. 

its response yester- 
day, however, GUYMINE 
stressed that the matters 
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advanced by the union in 


justifying proposed 
strike action do not in any 


‘way involve the company 


and do not therefore 
constitute grounds for 
industrial action against 


the company. 
The fellowes are the 


' texts of the letters ex- 


changed between the 
G and GUYMINE. 

“Dear Cde Meiville, 

I was instructed by my 
Executive Council to in- 
form you that the union 
will go on protest as from 
Thursday, 2nd June, 1983, 
and every Thursday 
thereafter until substantial 
inerease of basic food 
items i.e. wheaten flour, 
milk, cooking oil, split 
peas and drugs are made 
available to the members 
of the union and other 
residents of the bauxite 
communities. 

All for your information 
and guidance. 

Yours co-operatively, 
Guyana Mine Workers 
Union. 


action. We all know what 
action. 

It is about time these 
four-meal-a-day,Kent- 
cigarette-smoking 
revolutionaries shut up 
and stop issuing threats 
to the government. 

The PNC has the right 
and duty to ensure t 
peace and good govern- 

ment are maintained in 
Guyana. The PNC 
cannot allow the few 
palates which are 
craving for wheat flour 
to disturb what has been 


-in force since 1964. 


The PNC, above all, 
will continue to a solve 
the problems of @ the 

but will take firm 
i against those who 
seek to exploit legitimate 
grievances for their own 


_ ends. 

















(. James, 
General Secretary. 

N.B. This protest will be 
staged at all bauxite 
communities. 


GUYMINE response 
addressed to Christopher 
James, General Secretary 
of the GMWU, reads as 
follows: 


Dear Cde James: 


I refer to your letter 
dated 2 May, 63 in 
which you gave the 
company notice that the 
Guyana Mine Workers 
Union ‘‘will go on protest 
from Thursday, June, 
1983 and every Thursday 
thereafter’’ for the 
reasons set out in the said 


r. 

I assume that the 
phrase ‘go on protest’ 
must be interpreted to 
mean that the union will 
call out its membership on 
strike 


I have to advise that the 


basis for the notice you 
nave sent. The matters 
you have advanced in 
justifying the proposed 
strike action do not in any 
way involve the c 

and do not therefore 
constitute grounds for 


industrial action 
the company. I you 
have not — and 


cannot allege — that there 
is any issue between the 
union or any of _ its 
members on the one hand, 


“grievance’’ has arisen 
within the meaning of the 
provisions of the existing 
collective labour 
agreement between the 
company and the union. 
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Moreover even it the 
matters referred to in 
your said letter did in fact 
constitute a grievance the 
union has not only ignored 
the procedures for 
resolving grievances set 
out in the agreement but 
has completely 
disregarded the provisions 
of 12-8 of 
section XI] of the said 
agreement which reads as 
follows: | 

“For the duration of the 

agreement, there shall 

be no strike, s ge of 
work, go slow, ting, 
boycott, or wilful 
interference with the 
company’s operations 
by the union, or by the 
employees of the 
company to whom this 
agreement shall apply, 
and no lock-out by the 
company”’. 
r 
strike action against the 
company has no 
justification in industrial 
relations practice and is 
utterly at a variance with 
the and the t of 
the existing collective 


labour agreement. 
In the circumstances, 


the company regrets that 
it cannot accept the 
validity of the strike 
notice contained in your 
letter aforementi - 
therefore reserves the 
right to take all necessary 
and appropriate action to 
protect its interest and 
preserve its viability. 

For obvious reasons | 
am taking the liberty of 
spending a copy of this 
letter to the Guyana 
Bauxite Supervisors 
Union. 


Yours tively, 
W.T. Melville, 


Administrative (Co- 
ordinator. (GNA) 














Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 31 May 83 p 5 
[Text of letter from GUYMINE Chairman Barrow to Guyana Mine Workers Union 
(GMWU) and Guyana Bauxite Supervisors Union (GBSU), presumably dated 30 May 
1983] ‘In the circumstances, Constabulary, Hotel, 
Cde Stephen Lewis, the company has decided G.T.T.C., Hospital, 
[Text] General President that, with immediate Samplers and Analysts 
‘GMW.U. effect the working week at and Alum Section in the 
Cde ©Gordon Griffith, , Linden will be revised as Technical Dept. 
General President, set out below in the “It will be observed that 
G.BS.U. following sections of the this revision of the 
Dear Comrade industry. working week affects 
Revision of working ..Three-day work week Linden only for the time 
week in the bauxite in- section: being and does not, at 
dustry. Production Engineering \present extend to Berbice 
“As the union is aware, Division, Arrowcane operations. 
the worldwide recession _ Workshop, Montgomery “It is hoped that the 
hasbeen having an adverse Lie Kara Kara- revision will be a tem- 
impact on the demand for, North Dorabece Mine, perary one, that our levels 
and prices of, our in- Alumina Plant Main- and quality of production 
dustry’s ‘products and © tenance and Production in the industry, tegether 
consequently on _ its Department, Research with the expected im- 
finances. Unfortunately, and Development provement in the world 
the recession is still with Departmenf, Mechanical economy, will permit an 
us and the industry con- Services Division, early return to normaicy 
tinues to feel its full ef- ,General Engineering in the working week. 
fects. tment, Construction ‘I am sure that we'll ail 
‘In a world situation in Department, Electrical share a common objective 
which many bauxite Department, Heavy of restoring to our in- 
werations have been, or ‘Earth-moving Equipment dustry, as soon as prac- 
are being, ‘ shut down, our Department, Management ticable, the conditions vf 
own company has pursued Systems Division Stores prosperity that it enjoyed 
a policy of keeping Department, Purchasing in the recent past. In such 
prediction going, thereby rtment, Community conditions, indus 
preserving the jobs of Relations Department, would not only ensure 
thousands of workers. This Housing Department, security and expa 
policy, however, has been Wages and Salaries opportunity for the 
a very difficult one to Department, Non- workers, but would also 
maintain since, not- Management and guarantee the well-being 
withstanding depressed Management of all comrades who live 
earnings, the company has Administration, Industrial —_———= 
vad not only to finance Relations Departm ae. 
current expenditure, but Semimenteations oe _ “I am equaily sure that, 
also to make capital in- Department, Training in our circumstances, we 
vestments to rehabilitate ent,” Disbursing, all recognise that the 
and refurbish machinery “Financial Planning achievement of our _ob- 
and plant to ensure the Accounting Processes, jectives depends critically 
long term viability of the Accounting Reports, ° pe nena by 
industry, Internal Audit, Green each and everyone of us 
“Because of snadequate Construction Company maintaining industrial 
cash generation, the Energy, Ituni Technical stability and usta 
company has had to resort Department. high levels of 
more and more to ‘Pump Oneraters in and productivity in our 
borrowing from _ the Tore P Ne th bauxite industry. 
banking system to pay oe a “I would be happy to 
salaries and wages, oan * mag Raibend discuss with the 
purchase fuel, spares, “4 ars judi tepresentatives of your 
services and other inputs M agg voll ns Ne union on Tuesday, 3ist 
and generally to finance 631 N ee Pre z May, 1963, at 08:00 brs 
its operations. Obviously, Nos 720 to 740 and 10:00 — hrs. * any 
there is a limit to Bauxite maintenance a - 
method of financing and Nos. 710 to implementation of the 
Be compe , of necessity, 719 Front End. Loader revision of the working 
as to adjust its ex- : , week. . 
penditures to bring them soryinne. 2 Co-operatively Yours, 
more realistically into line Repairs Section yn ’ D. Barrow, : 
with the limited resources HEE'D Chairman-Chief — 
evarene. Locomotive -Servicin See Seer.” 
Section — Mechanica 
Services, Power and 
Utility Department, Farm, 
105 
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3-Day Work Week at Linden 














COUNTRY 


[Text ] 





| visite 


SECTLON 


Ceorgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE 


The Guyana Rice Board 
will open a new $200 000 
drying floor for paddy in 
Region Two today so as 
to provide additional 
facilities to rice farmers 
in the Region. 


This was disclosed 
yesterday by GRB 
General Manager 
Leon Dundas who said 
that the drying floor 
project has the capacity 
of drying over 5000 bags 
of paddy at a time. 


This exercise , he said, 
will boost the rice in- 


dustry and solve the 
shortages of drying 
facilities especially 


during the rainy season. 


Cde Dundas who will 
be touring the Essequibo 
region later this week, 
denied reports about 
shortages of bags for the 
current crop 


The GRB- General 
Manager who has so far 
rice producing 


DEVELOPMENTS CONCERNING RICE GROWING REPORTED 


New Drying Floor 


areas in Regions Three , 
Four , Five and Six said 
that farmers could 
obtain their full supply of 
bags from 
branches in all the 
Regions 


Cde Dundas pointed 
out that as from Monday 
arrangements have been 
made by the GRB for the 
storage of an additional 
10000 bags of paddy at 
MARDS. 


..He explained that this 
facility is to help save 
farmers crop from 
spoilage and from get 
ting soaked by rain. 
With respect to-East 
Berbice, , the GRB 
Genera! Manager ex- 
pressed concern about 
the unsatisfactory con- 
dition of dams and 
trenches especially in 
the Black Bush Polder 
where reaping isin 
progress 

He said that the Board 
would assist the 
Regional Administration 


the GRB 


in English 11 May 83 p 4 


in the grading of dams 
for farmers to transport 
their crop from field to 
factory and silo. He 
suggested that the 

rt introduce . punts 
and boats for the trans- 
portation of pad 

where the dams are bad. 


Cde Dundas also 
commended farmers 
who have volunteered to 
clean the drainage 
trenches in the polder so 
as to save their crop 
from flood waters due to 
the recent heavy rain- 


fall. —(GNA) 


Appeal to Private Sector 


Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 15 May 83 p l 


THE regional ad- 


[Text] ministration of Region 





Three has appealed to 
private combine owners 
to assist rice farmers in 
reaping their crop. 


At a 
community 
Den Amstel 
School 
Regional 





face-the- 
meeting at 
Primary 
Friday, the 

Executive 
Officer, Eddie Johnson 


GUYANA 


said combine owners 


should be interested in 


not only their crops but 


every other 


farmer’s 


crop ‘‘since the objective 
is a national one and 














combine owners should 
assist with a view to 
saving other crops.”’ 


He said that the region 
has only two workable 
combines on the West 
Demerara which are 


quite inadequate to help 
all the farmers at the 
same time 

Farmers at Den Amstel 
complained about the 
absence of a combine in 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 19 May 83 p 3 


[Text | 


\ GUYANA Rice 
Koard official has denied 
that there is a shortage 
of rice in Bartica up the 
Ee ssequibo River. 


Recent reports from 
the area said that shops 
in the community have 
no rice to sell, forcing 
residents to buy ground 
provisions at high prices. 


An investigation has 
revealed that, while 
there is no rice available 
on the market, moré 
than 400 bags are 
stocked in Transport and 
Harbours Department 
bond at its Bartica 
stelling. 


CSO: 3298/671 


their district at  har- 
vesting time. Complaints 
were also made of faulty 
kokers which have 
resulted in damage to 
their rice crops. 

Cde. Johnson, in 
replying to a question 
concerning the 
deplorable state of the 


Den Amstel Primary 
School, said that $34 000 
has been allocated for 


Situation in Bartica 


T and H D records 
show that up to May 8 
four hundred and fifty 
bags of rice were stored 
in the band. And reports 
indicate that that 
shipment of rice is being 
destroyed by rats 

GRB figures, ac- 
cording to an official, 
Show that the last 
Shipment of rice tea 


_Bartica included 500 


bags on May 9. The 
official explained that T 
& H D is the lone bulk 
distributor of rice in 
Bartica. Retailers  in- 


‘cluding the Guyana 


National Trading Cor- 
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major work on the school 
building. 

Other issues raised by 
residents included the re- 
scheduling of the Guyana 
Transport Services 
‘Limited buses, 
inadequate water supply, 
the shortage of grass 
knives and the poor 
grading system at the 


Ruimzight silos. 
—(GNA) 


poration normally 
purchase supplies from 
T&HD.. 

Reports from the area 
have also said that 
shopkeepers claim that 
the mark-up for rice is 
inadequate hence the 
reason for their reluc- 
tance to offer the. 
commodity for sale. 

One report said such 
actions have caused a 
shift in consumer 
demand. In Bartica, the 
demand for ground 
provisions has risen and 
prices have soared, the 
report said. 

GNA 











COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


JMA CHARGES NONCOMPLIANCE WITH CURRENCY PACT 
FL212210 Bridgetown CANA in English 2005 GMT 21 Jun 83 


[Text] Kingston, Jamaica, 21 Jun, CANA--The Jamaica Manufacturers Associa- 
tion [JMA] has accused commercial banks in Trinidad and Tobago of not yet 
honouring the currency exchange rate agreement within the Caribbean Community 
(Caricom) that ended a trade war between Jamaica and its community partners 
six weeks ago. 


The upshot, the JMA said, was that manufacturers have been short paid for ex- 
ports to the southern Caribbean island. 


A statement issued by the president, Anthony Williams, said the JMA was "very 

concerned at the fact that some of our Caricom partners have not been observ- 

ing the agreement signed by heads of government and delegations in Barbados on 
May 7, 1983." 


He said he had cabled the Central Bank of Trinidad and Tohago seeking to as- 
certain that the date on which it had issued written instructions to all conm- 
merical banks in the country about the Caricom rate for trade with Jamaica. 


Reference was made to the May 7 heads of agreement section (111), which stated 
that "except for official rate transactions already mentioned, a special 
Caricom rate would be established by Jamaica. It will apply to aoo imports 

of raw materials used by Jamaican manufacturers for exports to Caricom. It 
will also apply to export proceeds of Jamaica manufacturers in the Caricom 
market and to Caricom imports into Jamaica." 


The agreement, which established a rate of J2.25 dollars to one U.S. dollar, 
was announced by Caricom governments on May 10 to take effect on May 18. 


The statement continued: It would appear that instructions about the new 
Caricom rate are not being followed by some commercial banks in Trinidad and 
Tobago. As a result of this, payments by these Trinidad banks to Jamaican 
manufacturers since May 18th and up to June 10th were still being made at the 
official rate for transactions which required the Caricom rate. This meant 
that some local manufacturgrgwho export to Trinidad have been short paid on 
payments made since May 18th by some Trinidad importers. 
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The JMA has today sent a cable to the Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago re- 
questing to be advised of the date on which it issued written instructions 
about the Caricom rate for trade with Jamaica to all commercial banks in that 
country.” 


In addition, the JMA said, it was asking all Jamaican manufacturers who have 
exported to Trinidad to send details of payments received after May 18th at 
the old rate, provided that their invoices were quoted in a currency other 
than Jamaican dollars. These details should be sent to the JMA under private 
and confidential cover with the word “Caricom" marked on the outside of the 
envelope. 


The JMA, Mr Williams said, had already indicated that although the recent 
agreement had disadvantages for Jamaican [words indistinct] a settlement of 
the four-month impasse would have been reached. Having reached an agreement, 
the Jamaican Manufacturers Association is not prepared to accept any attempt 
by some of our Caricom brothers to “short change" us for goods supplied to 
then." 


CSO: 3298/1277 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


GOVERNMENT HIKES BAUXITE PRICE, SEES MARKET RALLY 
FL172000 Bridgetown CANA in English 1502 GMT 17 Jun 83 


[Text] Kingston, Jamaica, 17 Jun, CANA--—Jamaica has set a price of U.S. 17.27 
dollars a long dry ton for its 1983 bauxite output, reflecting a mild strength- 
ening of the cost of aluminium on the metal markets. 


Jamaica bases its bauxite production levy on the average price for primary 
ingot realised by the four North American aluminum majors. 


Prime minister and minister of mining and energy, Edward Seaga told Parlia- 
ment that Jamaica was projecting the metal price would average at around 
U.S. 62 cents per pound, against last year's average price of U.S. 55 cents. 


In 1982, Jamaica started by charging a basic rate of U.S. 20.64 dollars a 
ton for its bauxite, but with the sharp slump in the aluminum market, it 
was forced to revise downward to U.S. 18.69 dollars. 


Seaga said that it was expected that the -recent rally in aluminum price would 
hold with the growth in demand for the metal. 


However, Jamaica was not expecting this to soon work its way back to bauxite, 
and alumina projection here is looking at the third quarter of 1984 at the 
earliest for this sign of revival to have an impact on primary producers. 


Last year Jamaica's bauxite production declined by nearly 30 per cent from 
11.6 million tonnes in 1981. 


There should be a small growth this year, thanks largely to a United States 
decision to purchase two million tonnes of ore for its strategic mineral 
stockpile. 


CSO: 3298/1277 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


OPPOSITION UNION SAYS GOVERNMENT DUPED WORKERS 
FL232344 Bridgetown CANA in English 2054 GMT 23 Jun 83 


[Text] Kingston, Jamaica, 23 Jun, CANA--The big opposition-aligned National 
Workers Union (NWU), implying that the government duped its workers into ac- 
cepting pay offers below their demands, has called for an immediate review 

of the situation in light of newly introduced austerity measures that will 
push up the cost of living here. 


"It is clear that very substantial increase in cost of living has started al- 

ready, consequently the entire Basis on which some government workers accepted 
1983 offer has been destroyed," said NWU general secretary in a telegram sent 

Wednesday to the employment minister, J. A. G. Smith. 


Under the government's pay plan, senior public sector employees and techni- 
cians are receiving increases ranging from 15.5 to 4U percent, but other public 
sector employees would not have their salaries [word indistinct] during this 
present two-year pay cycle. 


Instead they are receiving an annual "carry-on allowance" of (J) 780 dollars 
(1 Jca dollar; 56 cents U.S.), which the government said would be about the 
12 percent increase it had offered before rewriting the plan. 


The Civil Service Association and a number of public sector groups accepted 
the offers after initial protest, but last week, to meet International Mone- 
tary Fund (IMF) demands, government extended the wide range of goods and 
transactions which must be paid for at the more expensive currency exchange 
rates in effect here. 


Already petrol has gone up by 30 percent, bus fares by between 15 and 40 per- 
cent, air travel by 58 percent, and consumers are now waiting for other in- 
creases to work their way through the system. 


The NWU, which is aligned to the opposition People's National Party (PNP), 
said that it was obvious that the government had withheld information from 
workers and trade unions. 


"The whole question of good faith underlying negotiations is now seriously in 
question, and government workers face massive erosion in standard of living 

at a time when government argued that recent comparative stability (n prices 
as measured by official price index would continue and justify wor:ers accept- 
ance of small offers made," the Edwards telegram said. 
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A major review of the situation was now imperative, he added. 


The Bustamante Industrial Trade Union (BITU), which is aligned to the ruling 
Jamaica Labour Party (JLP), for its part, renewed a call for the minimum 

wage, in the case of household helpers, to be increased from (J) 30 to 50 dol- 
lars a week and to 80 dollars a week for others. 


The PNP women's arm, meantime has told the government to immediately review 

the doubling of bus fares for children, to return education expenses and text 
books to the cheapest of the exchange rates, and to re-establish the PNP's con- 
cept of the "basic needs basket," so that certain items could be held at a 
basic rate. 


The government has noted that some food items it considered basic were still 
being imported at the (least expensive) official rate of exchange. 


Further, there's been a call for re-introduction of voluntary price inspectors, 
a freeze on rents and removal of a seven percent automatic increase given to 
landlords under a new rent act and for instructions that food destined for 
poorer consumers be packaged in cheaper and smaller packages. 


The Small Business Association, in commenting on the measures, spoke against 
a government plan to allocate several million dollars to a so-called self- 
start project, in which young people can get loans to go into self-employment 
projects. 


SBAJ President Adolf Brown argued that the government should concentrate on 
utilising existing business plants instead of attempting to "spread the 
distribution of already scarce resources by way of a proliferation of new 
programmes.” 


He also called for adjustments in excise consumption and other taxes to en- 
courage the potential of the existing 50,000 small businesses which employed 
300,000 people. 


He said that these measures would help locally-manufactured goods to compete 
favourably with foreign imports, thus helping to ease some of the foreign 
exhcange burden that caused the present dilemma. 


"Tt would assist the small business person to supply the market at competitive 


prives, thus restraining some of the anticipated inflation that is likely to 
occur as a result of the new economic measures," Brown said. 


CSO: 3298/1277 
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COUNTRY 


SECTION 


COVERNMENT PLANS TO END OWNERSHIP ROLE IN SUGAR INDUSTRY 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 20 May 83 p 3 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


3298/678 


KINGSTON, Jamaica, 
Thursday, (CANA) — The 
Jamaica Government has 
a restated its intention to 
withdraw from ownership in the 
sugar industry here by dives 
ting state-owned factories tu 
the private sector. 

“The Government is going to 
divest the public sector fac 
tories..... _ declared 
Agriculture Minister Percival 
Broderick in Parliament this 
week 

‘*....we do not have the level 
of management resources to 
run these factories.” 

The Government, through the 
National Sugar Company, owns 
eight, but operates seven sugar 
factories here, some of them 
with estates that also supply 
canes. 


A 1981 World Bank report, 
which formed the basis of a 
structural adjustment loan to 
Jamaica had said _ that 
Government would maintain 
the largest of the factories, with 
the others leased or sold to the 
private sector. 

But the Broderick statement 
apparently indicated that the 
free  enterprise-oriented 
Edward Seaga Government 
now has no intention of keeping 
any of the factories. 


lil 


Broderick said that thee 
restructuring of the debt- 
plagued industry would take 
place in consultation with the 
trade unions which represent its 
50 000 workers. 

Jamaica’s sugar output has 
been declining for several 
years, and last year’s export 
production of 199 000 tonnes was 
the lowest in 38 years. 


Production this year has been 
targeted at 220 000 tonnes. _ 

The Governm:-nt began its 
restructuring of the sugar in- 
dustry when it in 1981 disbanded 


the workers cooperatives that 
were established by the 
previous Michael Manley 
Administration and which grew 
canes on estates that were 
taken over by the Government 
when the former British con- 
trollers of the sugar industry 
here pulled out of Jamaica. 
The lands were passed over to 
a government entity run by tne 
national sugar company. 


The Administration had said 
that it was forced to abandon 
the cooperatives because they 
were in deep debt and were 
badly managed. 


JAMAICA 











COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


PRC TO EXPLORE TRADE--Kingston, Jamaica, 16 Jun, CANA--Jamaica and China 

are to explore the possibilities of developing trade between them, the For- 
eign Ministry here announced. The decision, it said, came out of talks be- 
tween foreign affairs and foreign trade minister, Hugh Shearer, and Yao 
Yilin, vice premier of the State Council of the People's Republic of China at 
the UNCTAD conference in Belgrade. It said that Yao had also accepted an 
invitation to visit Jamaica, but gave no further details. Jamaica in 1982 
imported a J1.5 million dollars (1 JCA dollar; 56 cents U.S.) worth of goods 
from China and sold hardly anything to that country. [Text] [FL170215 
Bridgetown CANA in English 2335 GMT 16 Jun 83] 


WISCO ANNOUNCES NEW SERVICE--Kingston, Jamaica, 16 Jun, CANA--West Indies 
Shipping Corporation (WISCO) general manager, Sherman Thomas, has briefed 
Jamaican shipping officials on a new WISCO service which will link Jamaica, 
Trinidad and Miami on a regularly fortnightly basis. The service, which gets 
underway Tuesday, when the M.V. Maretainer sails from Miami, will stop in 
Antigua on its southbound rum, and on alternate voyages in Dominica or Saint 
Lucianorthbound. WISCO has one ship operating on a Trinidad-Miami (USA) route 
which stops in Jamaica on the northbound run, as well as two vessels opera- 
ting intra-regionally--one stopping at Pnce, Puerto Rico and the major regional 
ports, the other stopping at every Caribbean Community port. The new service 
will offer Jamaican shippers a common carrier in respect of both Miami and 

the Caribbean, as well as filling a vacuum created in Antiguan shipping cir- 
cles by the recent withdrawal of Nedlloyd Lines, a company statement said. 
[Text] [FL170205 Bridgetown CANA in English 2203 GMT 16 Jun 83] 


JAPANESE 1 0AN--Kingston, Jamaica, 20 Jun, CANA--Jamaica is to receive a 25 
million dollar (U.S.) loan from Japan to help develop the acreage under cul- 
tivation of its choice blue mountain coffee, the government has announced. 
There are presently about 1,000 acres under cultivation of blue mountain cof- 
fee and most of the annual production of 710,000 pounds is sold to Japan. 

The money will be disbursed over seven years. About a third of the loan will 
be made available to the Coffee Industry Board for the development of the 
industry and the remainder will be used for the development and the maintenance 
of farms and for payments to suppliers, contractors and for consultancy work. 
[Excerpts] [FL201907 Bridgetown CANA in English 1729 GMT 29 Jun 83] 


CSO: 3298/1277 
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COUNTRY SECTION PARAGUAY 


DAILY SCORES HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 
PY222224 Asuncion ABC COLOR in Spanish 17 Jun 83 p 10 
[Editorial: "Our Duty To Build a Fair, Free and Human Society"] 


[Text] Civilization has its rules. One of them is respect for man's basic 
rights, because only the effectiveness of these rights guarantees the benefits 
of freedom, justice, and the social and economic opportunities to lead a de- 
cent and honorable life. 


Paraguay, a country with a republican vocation, has wanted to keep abreast 
with the civilized world's standards. For this reason, our constitution 
establishes in Article 9 that "the Republic abides by the principles of inter- 
national law" and "proclaims respect for human rights." In other words, the 
Constitution expressly acknowledges that we Paraguayans have rights which 
espouse man's universal values, rights that cannot be trampled on without af- 
fecting those values and, essentially, our ltman condition itself. 


Human rights have come about as a historical response to the need to defend a 
person's integrity from whatever abuses. Under these rights, man is shielded 
from injustice, whatever it may be, which could deny his permanent and in- 
violable rights, like the ones related to his own unrestricted progeess, his 
primary necessities, his demand to participate in all those matters involving 
his political, social, economic, and personal rights. 


When a citizen is abducted from his home without a written warrant, impri- 
soned for more than 24 hours without being told of the causes for his deten- 
tion; tortured or kept incommunicado and held in prison without a trial which 
may allow him to defend himself, then there is an outright violation of human 
rights. When all this happens and, in addition, his family's tranquillity is 
shaken, he loses his job, and his name is tarnished, then the guarantees 

of these rights, ratified in the Constitution, are in abeyance and have be- 
come petrified into meaningless words which stand as indifferent witnesses 

to the drama in which the freedom, the rights and the dignity of a human being 
are destroyed and defiled. When all this happens, then the reason for all 
these rights is wiped out from the realm that human evolution has conquered 
in the name of justice. 
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But this is not all. Man is a communicating beiny whose ability to think 
confers upon him his primary quality as a human being. Therefore, man has a 
compulsory need for freedom of conscience, thought, and expression, and these 
demands made by his invincible personality are also basic rights and, as such, 
inviolable and nontransferable. All that is needed is to recall one of them, 
laid down in article 72 of our constitution, which reads: "The freedom of 
expression and that of information without previous censorship are inviolable, 
and no law restricting or curtailing them shall be enacted...." 


When all these rights and all others established in our lega). system gain full 
standing in our country, then we will be able to say that we are living in a 
state of right based on man's dignity and freedom. In the meantime, these 
rights will be challenges calling for a task that cannot be dodged without 
also giving up our duty to build a fair, free and human society. 


CSO: 3348/484 
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COUNTRY SECTION PARAGUAY 


HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION ISSUES COMMUNIQUE 
PY221439 Asuncion ABC COLOR in Spanish 17 Jun 83 p 12 


[Text] Today the human rights commission in Paraguay celebrates its 16th 
anniversary. The communique issued yesterday by the commission on this occa- 
sion assets that the repressive apparatus remains intact and that illegal 
arrests continue to be carried out. The communique also demands the reorgani- 
zation of the judicial branch with capable, honest, and independent magis- 
trates. 


The communique issued yesterday points out that ever since its foundation the 
commission has constantly denounced the violation of the most basic rights 
without taking into account the ideology or political leanings of the victims. 


It also maintains that the commission's charges have always been serious and 
responsible, never demagogic, therefore international organizations and for- 
eign governments have confidence in it and regard its charges as true. 


The communique then points out that throughout its 16 years of existence the 
commission has defended hundreds of prosecuted persons and their families. It 
states that the members of the commission have been insulted by those sectors 
identified with "oppression and exploitation" but that they have received the 
sympathy and cooperation of those who struggle to defend human rights. In this 
regard it mentions the Catholic Church, the Commitee of Christian Churches, 

the democratic political parties, the independent sector of the media, the 

free unions, and students leaders who have been able to maintain their dignity 
"at a time of so much corruption and in which so many things have been lost." 


The commission voices its gratitude to the special commissions of the United 
Nations and the OAS, to Amnesty International, to the Peace and Justice Organ- 
ization, the International Red Cross, the International League for Human 
Rights of Paris, the International League for Human Rights of New York, the 
Latin American Human Rights Organization and all other commissions of other 
countries which granted it their support. 





The communique points out that we should not be deceived by the fact that the 
number of persons which the commission is defending at present has dropped 
and points out that there is still a long way to be before a state of law 
prevails in the country. 
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The communique ends by requesting that with the beginning of a new government 
period the judiciary be reorganized with capable, honest, and independent 
magistrates pointing out that the Paraguayan Episcopal Conference, the bar 
associations and the main newspapers of the country have already made a simi- 
lar request. It states that "this is a demand of the entire citizenry and to 
disregard it once again would mean driving the country to the collapse of its 
institutions, its morality, and even its national essence. 


CSO: 3348/484 
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COUNTRY SECTION PARAGUAY 


BRIEFS 


JAPANESE GOVERNMENT DONATION--On 26 May, the Japanese Government donated a 
central laboratory and a tropical medicine institute to Paraguay. Public 
Health Minister Adan Godoy Cimenez received the donation on behalf of the 
Paraguayan Government. [Summary] [PY061842 Asuncion LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 
27 May 83 p 1] 


EXCHANGE RATE ADJUSTED--The Central Bank has ordered the importation of in- 
dustrial and farm raw materials, inputs, machinery, tools, and equipment at 
the exchange rate of 160 guaranies to the dollar. Only the refund of loans 
by the government and by state firms will be made at the exchange rate of 
120 guaranies to the dollar. [Summary] [PY190034 Asuncion ULTIMA HORA in 
Spanish 16 Jun 83 p 8] 


FRENCH ABMASSADOR PRESENTS CREDENTIALS--Jean Francois Nodinot, the new French 
ambassador to Paraguay, presented his credentials to President Alfredo Stroes- 
sner at the Lopez Palace this morning. [Summary] [PY091636 Asuncion ULTIMA 
HORA in Spanish 8 Jun 83 p 8] 


COST OF LIVING INCREASE--According to a study made by the Economic Studies 
Department of the Central Bank, the general consumer price index in Greater 
Asuncion reached 132.3 at the end of March which, compared to the index of 
113.6 in April 1981, implies a cost of living increase of 19.46 percent. 
[Excerpt] [PY091636 Asuncion ABC COLOR in Spanish 8 Jun 83 p 11] 


CSO: 3348/484 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


ALTERNATIVE PLAN FOR REORGANIZING PESCAPERU RECOMMENDED 
Lima EL OBSERVADOR in Spanish 24 May 83 p 12 
{Article by Cesar Humberto Cabrera: "New Attack on PESCAPERU"] 


[Text] The new chairman of the board of directors of PESCAPERU, who seems to 
represent interests not those of the company, recently stated that 4,000 of its 
6,000 workers will be laid off. This comes as part of a so-called "rationaliza- 
tion process" aimed at dividing the national enterprise into four independent 
units, while maintaining certain centralized services. 


At the same time, the Chamber of Deputies began debate on the Fishing Law. The 
Senate had previously passed a controversial bill, precisely the one now under 
consideration by the deputies. It should be stated that debate is concentrating 
on the terms and conditions for the reorganization of the fishing sector, with 
Articles 35 and 36 being the ones giving rise to the greatest disagreement. 


Root of Problem 


First of all, it should be recalled that PESCAPERU is not the only enterprise 
that makes fish flour. There is also a private flour industry that has at- 
tained appreciable dimensions. In 1982, private fish flour manufacturers pro- 
cessed over 1] million tons of sardines, with a little over half of the raw 
material (in this case, anchovies) processed by PESCAPERU. It is important to 
note that this private fish flour industry supposedly emerged in order to handle 
handle the by-products of the canning industry and consequently, as a comple- 
ment to it. It was therefore not to be the main activity. 


But there is a great deal more to remember with respect to the history of the 
private fish flour industry, and it is important in order to understand the 
problem now being confronted. 


The private fish flour industry developed during the second half of the 1970's 
as part of a government plan to rebuild private fishing. Naturally, the aim of 
stimulating the growth of new private fishing was not objectionable in itself. 
In a country such as ours, real and effective private efforts must have an 
important role. 


Nevertheless, things were not limited to allowing the development of a parallel 
fish flour industry which would increase the already excessive processing 








capacity of the established industry (PESCAPERU). More serious were the sales 
on credit and at extremely low prices by plants which PESCAPERU had abandoned 
for considerations of a technical and economic nature (there were too many of 
them). It cannot be forgotten that PESCAPERU was built based on the plants, 
equipment and fishing boats of a private industry that had gone bankrupt pre- 
cisely because of overinvestment. Consequently, from the very time of its 
creation, PESCAPERU faced the problem of overinvestment and the need for ration- 
alization. This task was further complicated with the emergence of private 

fish flour plants. 


Furthermore, it must be recalled that government support for nontraditional 
exports helped private fish flour manufacturers in an extraordinary way to the 
extent that the canning industry was the framework in which they developed. 

It was thanks to financial aid from the government (Industrial Bank) and the 
purchase of fish flour plants at rock-bottom prices that a new private fishing 
industry was set up. 


Second, it should be pointed out that this new private fishing industry is 
going through a profound crisis because of its inability to sell canned pro- 
ducts. Most fishing industries are therefore not in a position to pay the 
debts they contracted with the government and certain private banks. 


Given their inability to sell canned products on the foreign market, which was 
the main reason for investments in the activity, canning plants want to produce 
even more fish flour. They consider that the increase in fish flour production 
is the only thing that can give them liquidity in short-range terms, although 
not necessarily staving off bankruptcy. For that rearcon, they are doing every- 
thing possible so that PESCAPERU is reduced to its lowest terms and so that 

the new fishing law does not grant the government enterprise the exclusive 
right to process flour (Articles 35 and 36). Naturally, its efforts and propa- 
ganda are based on half truths, which the sector authorities themselves admit, 
stating that the rationalization process and the layoffs should be done to 

cut losses. Nevertheless, everyone knows that if PESCAPERU had processed the 
million tons of sardines ground up by private companies in 1982, it would have 
had big profits instead of losses totaling nearly $60 million. 


Conclusion 


In conclusion, we must add that PESCAPERU and the fishing sector need reorgan- 
ization but not of the type proposed by the directors of that enterprise and 
private fish flour producers. We believe that the government enterprise should 
be the only one to process fish flour, both for technical reasons (better equip- 
ment and better yield) and for economic reasons (higher value of production). 

We also believe that canners must be real producers of canned goods. They 

could even have priority for catching sardines, but if they do not utilize a 
single gram in the manufacturing of flour. In order to solve their market 
problems, they could use other mechanisms, for example, the proposal of partial 
payment of certain imports with a few million cases of canned fish products. 


In short, PESCAPERU should not be dismantled, Rather, we should take the neces- 
sary steps to turn it into a profitable enterprise within a relatively short 
period of time. 


11,464 119 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD & TOBAGO 


OPPOSITION GROUPS REACH ELECTORAL ‘ACCOMMODATION’ 
FL172245 Bridgetown CANA tn English 2025 GMT 17 Jun 83 


[Text] Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, 17 Jun, CANA--Two opposition groups here 
have reached an electoral accommodation accord in an effort to unseat the 
ruling People's National Movement (PNM) in the forthcoming local government 
elections, the GUARDIAN newspaper reported today. 


The paper quoted unamed sources as saying that an agreement was reached 
between the National Alliance made up of the United Labour Front (ULF), the 
Tapia House Movement and the Democratic Action Congress (DAC) and the Organ- 
isation for National Reconstruction (ONR) after 40 "secret meetings." 


It quoted a source close to the parties as saying that the accord would be 
"very favourable" to both sides and details would be given "very soon." 


ONR Vice President Clive Pantin has already indicated that the "accommodation" 
could take the form of his party and the alliance agreeing not to fight against 
each other for some of the 120 seats at stake in the four municipal and seven 
city councils. 


Another opposition party, the Radical National Joint Action Committee (NJAC) 
has rejected suggestions of accommodating other groups and has insisted that 
it will contest all of the seats. 


No date has been set for the elections which are constitutionally due this 
year, the last being held in 1980. 


CSO: 3298/1278 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD & TOBAGO 


FIFTY MILLION BGND ISSUE FLOATED IN EUROPE 
FL172121 Bridgetown CANA in English 2021 GMT 17 Jum 83 


[Text] Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, 17 Jun, CANA--Trinidad and Tobago has made its 
first entry into the Eurodollar bond market through an issue of 50 million 
dollars U.S. floating rate notes (FRN) on the market on June 10, the Ministry 
of Information said. 


A release said the success of the issue was in part "the result of the market 
conditioning techniques which Trinidad and Tobago has employed over the years 
through its borrowing in the Eurodollar syndicated loan market and the priv- 
ate bond markets." 


The issue, which was signed in London, is intended to expose the republic to 
a broader class of investors from which government may source part of its 
external financing requirements in the future. 


The release said the issue, which is fully underwritten by a group of finan- 
cial institutions in Jurope, the United States, Japan and the Middle East, will 
mature in 1990, but at the option of note holders may be redeemed from 1987. 


Trinidad and Tobago was represented at the signing by High Commissioner Frank 
Abdullah, Victor Bruce, governor of the Central Bank, and a Ministry of Fi- 
nance and Planning official. 


Michael Perry, managing director of Orion Royal Bank Limited, on behalf of 
the underwriters, noted that Trinidad and Tobago could be justly proud of the 
success of its first Eurodollar public bond issue "more so when one considers 
the status and the geographical spread of the participating underwriters. 


Perry stated that the international financial markets still consider Trini- 
dad and Tobago an excellent credit risk, though the general nervousness of 
lenders with regard to Latin America has reduced the quantum of funds avail- 
able for tending to that area as a whole. 


Trinidad and Tobago's external debt last year was 7.9 per cent of gross domes- 
tic product, while the external debt service was three per cent of exports of 
goods and services. 


This compares very favourable with the average ratios of all non-oil develop- 
ing countries, the class in which Trinidad and Tobago is classified by the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), which are estimated at approximately 35 
per cent and 24 per cent respectively for 1982, the release said. 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN GOVERNMENT, INDUSTRIAL SECTORS REPORTED 
Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 26 May 83 p 2-1 


[Article by Wilfredo Mejias Zerpa: "Serious Disagreements Between Government, 
Industry” ] 


[Text] The industrial sector and the govermment remained in serious disagree- 
ment yesterday since they could not agree on the barter system that the Na- 
tional Executive Branch will implement soon in the region because of the cur- 
rent crisis. 





In an “open door" meeting, the president of CONINDUSTRIA [Venezuelan Industrial 
Council], Carlos Ramirez Machado, and the president of the ICE [Foreign Trade 
Institute], Sebastian Alegrett—accoampanied by the top officials of ICE--told 
each other "the truth" in a bitter atmosphere. This revealed the total dis- 
agreement between the public and private sectors. 


Last week the president of CONINDUSTRIA told EL UNIVERSAL about authorization 
by the Ministry of Development for two former top officials of the present 
government to take over the purchase of 9,000 cubic meters of paving material 
from Ecuador affecting 500 workers of the local industry. He began his speech 
by telling the president of the ICE that this organism had "imported more than 
exported." 


Both things were called unacceptable by Sebastian Alegrett and the dispute 
began. 


In spite of the lengthy explanations that the top official gave, the president 
of CONINDUSTRIA continued to reject them. The government official even gave 
reporters a printed sheet with the different amounts of international conmer- 
cial negotiations including barter, used between 20 and 40 percent by the 
great majority of the countries in the world. 


Carlos Ramirez Machado expressed his conviction that barter would become one 
more form of state intervention in private activity. This was discarded by 
Alegrett who explained that he was committed merely to opening up markets for 
Venezuelan exports. 


The president of ICE rejected the statement that this organism had only been 


Willing to import. He said: "We are a foreign trade organism and we have 
proceeded with an overall viewpoint in a very complex activity." 
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Dr Alegrett also denied that Andean trade hurt our country. About Ramirez 
Machado's attempt to defend the labor sector, he told him that that corres- 
ponded more to Jose Vargas, president of the CTV [Confederation of Venezuelan 
Workers]. 


Ramirez Machado confessed that he was a wholehearted Bolivar follower "but the 
rules of the game in economics and integration must remain clear, well defined 
and just.” 


He said he was concerned about what he called "a new scheme" for the current 
system of economic and business freedoms in the country. 


He added that if barter meant trading "pears for apples" or oil for charcoal 
without any remuneration, the state would do this but not the businessmen. 


In Carlos Ramirez Machado's opinion, this is a denial of the econamic system 
where we live. "Now we see, by his words, that we are heading toward nation- 
alization of the econamy.” 


The president of CONINDUSTRIA said that the state would trade "pears for ap- 
ples" but not the private businessman who does not have these functions but 
the job of producing well, as economically as possible, and selling to those 
who need his product. Ramirez said: "I believe you are presenting a new 
scheme that we must analyze in depth. I am leaving very concerned.” 





Then the president of CONINDUSTRIA noted that he did not believe that the 
State and the people had paid the cost of industrial.zation. That is some- 
thing that has always been said to us but it is not true. We have created 
work conditions and new enterprises. 


In summary, Ramirez said that the only thing that they asked of the state and 
Alegrett as president of the ICE was that "we be permitted to export what we 
have and buy what we do not have." It is very simple. 


Alegrett immediately told Ramirez Machado that he was promoting compensations, 
compensated barter and new markets. He noted that it has not been said that 
bartering will be a state function. It will be private or public based on 

the circumstances. He said that important and powerful multinational enter- 
prises like IBM, Intersan and General Electric had proposed bartering. "These 
represent the quintessence of capitalism." 


Alegrett asked the president of CONINDUSTRIA: "Why are you scandalized about 

something that is normal and practiced by the majority of the countries in ° 
the world? Why are you concerned? Is it that you do not understand that I as 

a public official must also serve you businessmen? I am looking for new mar- 

kets for you and giving you new opportunities in a difficult situation where 

other countries do not have the wherewithal to buy," concluded the president 

of the ICE. 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


EDUCATION MINISTER ADMONISHES EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION 
Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 24 May 83 p 2-1 


[Text] Minister of Education Felipe Montilla said in Miraflores that it is stu- 
pid to choose conflict as the way to solve a problem that we have been discuss- 
ing in a climate of openness. 


The minister of education was asked by reporters about the decision of the edu- 
cators associations to intcoduce controversial petitions in the majority of 
the labor offices. 


He added: "With or without conflict, we will not have the resources for wage 
increases. The historic responsibility for the first collective contract be- 
tween the Ministry of Education amd the educators not being signed will lie 
with the association leaders because, through conflict, there will not be a 
collective contract." 


He stressed that there are more important things for the educators than wage 
increases. One is the precedent of signing a collective contract. The minis- 
try has been very willing to take that step. 


"If that historic opportunity is lost, it will not be the fault of the Minis- 
try of Education; it will be the fault of same association leaders. I do not 
know what country they will be living in. The truth is that their glorious 
hour has already passed. I have said that Venezuelan educators do not benefit 
from conflict. 


"I can guarantee to the country that the school year which will end in less 
than 2 months will end without any conflict because the educators want us to 
let them work in peace and tranquillity. 


"I want to say simply that the road to conflict is not only for the associa- 
tions. I can also travel the road to conflict and I will. I have a group of 
jurists advising me to appeal to the jurisdictional organisms, the Supreme 
Court of Justice and the Attorney General's Office to draw up an aginion on 
the legality of this conflict. 


"If the conflict is legal according to the opinion of the jurisdictional or- 
ganisms, I say to the people that I am willing to respect it. If the conflict 
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is illegal, however, I am ready to confront it with all the resources that the 
law gives me. 


"The first thing I guarantee is that anyone who participates in an illegal con- 
flict will not be paid. Anyone who participates in an illegal conflict must 
know that he is running a risk. While I am minister, the first risk for those 
who paralyze activities is the risk of not being paid. I am not going to pay 
them for the days of the conflict." 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 
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NATIONAL CRIME INCREASE REPORTED 
Caracas RESUMEN in Spanish 22 May 83 p 25 


(Text] The acute economic recession is not solved by the problems caused by 
the exchange "modus operandi” nor by putting the business sector in the hands 
of bureaucrats because of the so-called "reference prices.” It is also com 
plicated by many holdups and robberies-—-in short, by insecurity which has de- 
moralized the people. 


Political scientists told RESUMEN that the present atmosphere is not favorable 
for restoring the confidence of the people. They are afraid of falling victim 
to the criminals and feel unprotected and helpless facing the rise of antiso- 
cial elements. 


The political scientists connected the situation of insecurity to the lack of 
appropriate policies that inspire confidence. They recognized that this be- 
Comes more difficult due to the long-term neglect to promote initiatives in 
the private sector. The prevailing opinion in the goverrment sector has fa- 
vored “rising” nationalism and spending money with little judgment. They 
reinforced their opinion with the idea that a great vacuum was produced in 
the orientation of the work force on the national scale, especially in the 
Ooversaturated urban areas where the serious problems of socioeconomic insta- 
bility and personal and material insecurity have arisen. 


They said that this serious problem was caused by the objective of "full er 
tloyment,” only increasing the personnel of the goverrment sector through 
excessive bureaucracy when one-fourth or one-fifth of the personnel would have 
sufficed. The remainder was used in the development of service activities 
(like tourism) and rural food production tasks since the country suffers a 
great shortage. There is great demand for such consumer goods which is not 
met. 


In short, they revealed that far from feeding the people better with domestic 
production, the result has been that human resources were taken away from 
agriculture, maritime industries and multiple services. A recession was gen- 
erated accompanied by a disproportionate debt and a real crisis with imports 
in foreign currency. This means ideal grounds to destabilize the marginal 
population even more, leading to the actions of antisocial elements revealed 
through the rise of holdups, robberies and armed assaults and resulting in 
Many innocent victims. 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


FAVORABLE CONDITIONS TOWARD AD-URD PACT REPORTED 
Caracas RESUMEN in Spanish 15 May 83 p 15 
[Article by Ricardo Escalante: "AD-URD Pact Ready"] 


[Text] The negotiations between the AD [Democratic Action] and the URD [Dem- 
Cratic Republican Union] to establish an electoral alliance will end today or 
tomorrow. 


The concrete agreements will be presented to the CPN [National Political Com 
mittee] of the AD by Jaime Lusinchi in the first half of June for formal 
acceptance. 

According to Article 33 of the party statutes, the CPN can, "within the norms 
established by the superior organisms, decide on the varticipation of the 
party in coalitions or other forms of goverrment or political organization." 


It is known that the main AD leaders and Jovito Villalba have agreed to main- 
tain present URD representation in parliament. 


This means that the AD slates will safely preserve eight URD nominees for 
deputy and two for senator in the December elections. 


The URD will also participate in the government. 


Yesterday morning Jovito Villalba, Jaime Lusinchi, Gonzalo Barrios, Carlos An- 
dres Perez and Octavio Lepage talked at length about the coalition. 


This occurred at the home of the founder and top leader of the URD. 

Villalba, Perez and Lepage met again in the afternoon. 

Former president Perez came to the morning session an hour late because he was 
at breakfast with the distinguished Brazilian economist Celso Furtado. At the 


end of the morning session, it was learned that a special committee had been 
appointed to finalize some details of the pact. 


That committee consists of Octavio Lepage, Reinaldo Leandro Mora, Alejandro 


Izaguirre and Jose Angel Ciliberto for the AD and Simon Antoni Pavan, Angel 
Brito Villarroel, Pablo Gonzalez and Hector Payares for the URD. 
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Next Saturday the URD National Congress will convene at 9 am in Parque Cen- 
tral. Simon Antoni Pavan will give a report as secretary general and then 
Jovito Villalba will propose endorsement for Lusinchi's candidacy and the 
agreement with the AD. 


A. thousand delegetes from all over the country and 500 special guests will 
attend the congress. 


The protocol of notifying the presidential nominee is planned for Sunday. He 
will then go to the assembly where he will be proclaimed. 


The URD has insisted on the formation of a very broad government to include 
not only its members but those of other sectors and organizations. 


When asked about the matters discussed in the conclave held yesterday morning, 
Villalba only said: 


"This was a Meeting aimed at carefully learning the position of the AD candi- 
date concerning topics that are of great interest for the country and that 
greatly interest us and concern us." 


Meanwhile, it was learned that Luis Pinerua Ordaz has started to work ona 
document that he will present to the CPN. He will detail his dissatisfaction 
with the pact with the URD. 


It was said that Pinerua might have aspirations for a senate seat for his 
State (Sucre) for the 1984-89 constitutional period. 


However, the idea of preventing retired parliamentarians from being nominated 
for congress at this time has begun to gain strength in a broad sector of the 
CEN [National Executive Committee] of the AD. 


Only those who have the support of two-thirds of the members of the CEN could 
be nominated. Naturally, this would not be the case of the former presiden- 
tial candidate. 


Next Monday the CEN will appoint a committee to study an amendment to the re- 
gulations on choosing candidates for congress. 


The annulment of Resolution 34 will definitely be presented in order to permit 
the secretaries general and sectional organization secretaries to run for de- 
puty or senator. 


Gonzalo Barrios: Favorable Atmosphere 


Gonzalo Barrios told reporters yesterday that the question of the alliance 
with the URD has not been officially discussed in the AD yet. There must be 
a meeting of the CPN. 


"I believe that the CPN meeting will be held soon because talks have advanced. 
In general, I can say that there is a favorable atmosphere in the party for a 
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pact with the URD and others that will benefit the democratic idea, democratic 
practice and the prospects of the system for the immediate future." 


"What do you think of Pinerua's rejection of that coalition?” 


"It might be that he has, let us say, an unsympathetic opinion toward the 
idea but that cannot be called opposition." 


"Couldn't Pinerua's opposition change the present climate or situation in the 
AD?" 


"IT have already said that he does not have opposition. It might be that he 
does not sympathize with the idea but it will not go beyond that." 


One reporter noted: "Pinerua announced that he will save his vote in the CPN." 


"He can save it. He has not announced this to m." 
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